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FOREWORD 


A factual understanding of local his- 
tory provides one of the essential keys to a 
balanced view of a nation’s development and, 
indeed, to the whole pageant of man’s place in 


the scheme of Divine Providence. 


If, as Hiliare Belloc contended, the 
predominate challenge facing historians is that 
“of shovelling off heaps of rubbish inherited 
from the immediate past,” then the work must 
be inaugurated at the grass-roots level by com- 


petent, accurate and honest scholars. 


Those of us actively engaged in pre- 
serving the relics of California’s noble traditions 
are grateful for the contribution that Virginia 
Fonseca French’s handsome publication will 
make to the Southland’s treasury of historical 
lore. Her study of a pivotal Mexican land grant 
and its evolvement over the decades since 1843, 
rich in familial and genealogical overtones, 
amply demonstrates how local scenes can and 
do add a distinctive coloration to the rich mon- 


tage of state, national and world history. 


Most Reverend John J. Ward, D.D., J.C.L. 
President 
El Pueblo de Los Angeles 


State Historic Park Commission 
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In 1844, Alcaldes were Manuel Requena 
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PREFACE 


5 Parkview Woman’s Club is the present 
owner of the remaining adobe buildings of this 
rancho. Among their educational sections there 
had been a group studying many aspects of Cali- 
fornia history. Inasmuch as a majority of the 
members live on property included in the original 
Mexican land grant of Rancho La Ciénega o Paso 
de la Tijera, the project was given to the writer 
to see what could be learned about this particu- 
lar 4481.5 acres and the family to whom it was 
granted. Progress reports have been made from 
time to time to the membership. This volume is 
the result of that assignment and five years time. 


RSIS TRUST INNA ahi PSN 


e Research has covered weeks and months 
__ of delving into old records, English and Spanish, 
from San Diego to Santa Barbara. Included were 
the offices of the Los Angeles County Recorder; 
os Angeles City Library; library of the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Natural History; 
40s Angeles County Law Library; University of 
90. California Library; the Church of Our Lady 
Queen of the Angels; Glendale City Library and 
~tendale News-Press library; Mission San Buena- 


ventura and Pioneer Museum at Ventura; Mis- 
sion Santa Barbara, Our Lady of Sorrows Church 
and Santa Barbara County Recorder’s offices; 
San Diego Mission and Serra Museum of that 
city. Numerous histories of California, and Quar- 
terlies of the Historical Society of Southern 
California were studied. 


Various contemporary members of the 
Sanchez family have been interviewed as well 
as historians Thomas W. Temple II; Wm. H. 
Mason, Asst. Curetor of Archives of Los Angeles 
County Museum of Natural History; Dr. Carl 
Dentzel of Southwest Museum; Rev. Maynard 
Geiger, O.F.M. of Santa Barbara Mission; and 
various businessmen in the Crenshaw district. 


The enthusiastic cooperation by every- 
one was very rewarding and appreciated. 


Except where elsewhere credited, the 
political data is from Hubert Howe Bancroft’s 
History of California and Pioneer Index. 


This volume was type-set and ready 
to print when Brother Henry, of the Christian 
Brothers at Napa, heard of my work and volun- 
teered to let me study his copies of the Trans- 
cript of the Proceedings before the Board of 
Land Commissioners and the United States 
Courts in the two claims for confirmation of title 
to this rancho. Although it would have been much 
easier if I had known of Brother Henry’s work 
months earlier, it was received in time to be in- 
cluded in the final book, and I am much indebted 
to him for this courtesy. 


This project would have been dropped 
and forgotten but for the continued encourage- 
ment of Sister Mary Ellen of St. Mary’s Academy 
and the unlimited patience and understanding 
of my dear husband, Adrian. 


Virginia Fonseca French 
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CHAPTER | 
California Beginnings 


José Tadeo Sanchez 


A very short street at the Los Angeles 
laza, and two old adobe buildings in the Cren- 
haw District of this city remind us, 125 years 
er his death, of Vicente Anastacio Sanchez 
d his family. He was, during his lifetime, a 
wer in the pueblo, althought often a dis- 


™ 

a This report tells of the man, his family, 

"ha ctivities, his politics in early California; and 
y, developments during the passing years of 

/ 


Mexican land grant of Rancho La Ciénega 


It all began when Spain decided to 
olidate the Spanish holdings in Alta Cali- 


fornia against encroaching threats of Russia. 
Four presidios were established: San Diego, 
Santa Barbara, Monterey and San Francisco. 
Three pueblos were set: San Jose, Branciforte 
(near today’s Santa Cruz) and Los Angeles. 


Capt. Fernando Javier de Rivera y 
Moncada led the recruitment of settlers (or 
pobladores) and soldiers to staff some of these 
establishments. The soldiers, their families and 
livestock followed the Anza trail overland from 
Los Alamos, Mexico to Los Angeles, a trip which 
lasted from April 11, 1781 to July. The group 
reached Mission San Gabriel on July 14. 


Details of these early expeditions have 
been written by many historians so we will not 
cover them here. The groups traveled by way 
of Tubac, Arizona, the last outpost of Spanish- 
Mexican civilization (now a center of artists and 
retired people) and Yuma where a small mission 


had been established. 


Instructions for recruitment of this 
expedition were, in part: 


“The soldier recruits for California 
must be married and of the same qualities and 
conditions as must be the settlers, adding those 
of greater strength and endurance for the hard- 
ships of the frontier service. 


‘No recruit must be forced to enter, 
but must volunteer and he must not be deceived 
by offers of more than can be fulfilled, and you 
will emphasize this instruction. 


“All recruits, without exception, will 
be enlisted for 10 years which will be counted 
from the day of the date of their affiliations.” 


Governor Felipe de Neve felt it im- 
portant to establish a presidio on the Santa Bar- 
bara Channel because the missions lying between 


San Diego and Monterey had no military pro- 
rection. With the sanction of the King of Spain 
and the assistance of Father Junipero Serra, 
preparations were made and in the spring of 
1782 Mission San Buenaventura was founded. 
It was decided to found at once another mission 
on the channel ten leagues farther north and 
there to build the presidio. About the middle 
of April, 1782 Capt. José F. Ortega, in com- 
mand of 50 men, accompanied by Governor de 
Neve and Father Serra, marched along the coast 
between the ocean and the cliffs which flank the 
ocean side. On April 21, 1782 the volunteers, 
with faces bronzed by exposure and clad in 
leather waistcoats and leggings, assembled near 
the present ‘ntersection of Canon Perdido and 
Santa Barbara Streets for religious ceremonies 
dedicating the Presidio of Santa Barbara. 


This was the fourth and final presidio 
blished in California and became the head- 


esta 
quarters of the second district. It had jurisdiction 


; oe Sna 4 a 


Sees 


Site of the Royal Spanish Presidio of Santa Barbara. 
This Presidio was established under orders of King 
Carlos III, April 19-21, 1782, by Governor Felipe de 
Neve, Padre Junipero Serra and Lieutenant José Fran- 
cisco Ortega, to provide the benefits of government for 
the inhabitants of the Santa Barbara Channel region 


of C alifornia. 


over the missions La Purisima, Santa Inez, Santa 
Barbara, San Buenaventura and San Fernando, 


and intervening ranches. 


(In 1970 there is still one room stand- 
ing of the original presidio. It has been preserved 
as part of the State Historical Monument and 
called “El Cuartel” or guard’s house. Also, plans 
are under way to restore the church on its old 
foundations. The land has already been pur- 


chased for this purpose. ) 


Most of the garrison to construct and 
man the new Presidio was comprised of exper! 
enced soldiers transferred from San Diego and 
Monterey Presidios and the new recruits who 
had come with Capt. Rivera were assigned to 
the two Presidios as replacements. 


Among the volunteers in this expedi- 


tion was José Tadeo Sanchez. 


On January 29, 1781, before the party 


left Alamos for California, José Tadeo Sanchez, © 
Sinaloa, a soldier g 


of Nuevo Establemiento, legitimate son of José | 


Villa de 


age 20, native of 


Miranda, deceased 


S4nchez and Maria Joseta 


married Maria Petra Montiel, 15 years of age: 
the daughter of Thadeo Montiel and Gertrudis 


Segunda Gonzales. José Tadeo and Petra were 


both of white 


José Tadeo had received some educ 
tion, was able to read and write and hand 
clerical duties and had other skills. He w?* 


ately assigned to the Presidio at Mon 


immedi : 
terey as 2 replacement. In 1782 he was sent 10 


be a soldier of the guard at Mission San Anton 
de Padua in Monterey County. 


Spanish families. 


This mission had been founded > 


Fathers Junipero Serra, 
Buenaventura Sitjar on 
of the Franciscan missions in upper Cal 


July 14, 1771, thir 
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( 
anta | While the Sdnchez family was there, 
ndo, | daughter Maria Antonia was born. 

) By 1785 José Tadeo and his family 
tand- | had moved again, this time to Mission San 
srved ( Gabriel where his first son was born January 22. 
: and In Book One of Baptisms at Mission San Gabriel, 
plans Item #1123, it is recorded: 
pe ( On the 23rd day of January of the 

? year 1785, in the Church of this Mis- 

| sion San Gabriel Archangel, I did 
‘t and solemnly baptize a boy child born the 
xperi- day before, the legitimate son of the 
o and leather jacket soldier, José Tadeo 
3 who Sanchez and of Petra Montiel, natives 
1ed to | of la Villa de Sinaloa and of the Real 

de los Alamos respectively, whom I 

| gave the name of Vicente Anastacio 
xpedi- (Sanchez). His godparents were Dofa 

Maria Ignacia Carrillo, widow of the 
2 party late Don Diego Verdugo, and his son 
<nchez, Leonardo Verdugo, whom I reminded 
soldier of the spiritual affinity and other obli- 
of José gations thereby incurred. In witness 
ceased, whereof I sign Fr. Antonio Cruzado 
of age ¢ The family continued to grow, with 
ertrudis : Juana Maria (in 1787), Maria Petra Leona 
‘a were | 


(in 1789), Juan Maria, Josef Antonio (in 1794), 
= Maria Monica Josefa (in 1797), Juana Juliana 

and Esteban. The 1790 census listed José Tadeo 
and Petra and their first four children living in 
anta Barbara, so it can be presumed that José 
deo had been assigned to duty at that Presidio. 
'y then, construction of the establishment had 
een completed, and the military family had 
noved into the new quarters November 13, 1786. 


Maria Antonia, the eldest daughter, 
S 16 when she married Vicente Ortega on 
gust 5, 1798 at the Church of the Santa Bar- 


‘a Presidio. He was son of Francisco Ortega. 


He must have had a short life, for on September 
20, 1811 his widow, Maria Antonia, married 
again in the same church — this time to Juan 
Botellen. On January 8, 1812, she was buried 
at the Santa Barbara Mission at age 30. 


(Father Maynard Geiger, historian at 
the present day Mission Santa Barbara, says that 
each of the missions under jurisdiction of the 
presidio had a guardhouse; that a Corporal and 
5 or more soldiers were assigned to each mission 
for a given period of time, then transferred back 
to the presidio or to another mission. Usually 
one of the soldiers, versed in farming and animal 
husbandry, would perform as major-domo of the 
mission. Most of the menial work was done by 
Indians; the cattle and horses took care of them- 
selves; and the sheep only needed shearing once 
a year. Therefore, many sons of the original 
families enlisted in the army as there was little 
else to do for a living. Additional recruits from 
Spain and Mexico were brought to the presidio 
to keep the company in full force.) 


(Mr. Albert Wilson, a descendant of 
José Tadeo Sanchez, says the young California 
men automatically entered the army at age 18.) 


Vicente Anastacio was in the army, at 
Santa Barbara. In 1805 he was temporarily 
on duty in Los Angeles or nearby. There he met 
Victoria Higuera, who is identified by her birth 
record, in Book I, item #1521 at San Gabriel 


Mission: 


On the 22nd day of December, 1787 
in the Church of this mission San 
Gabriel Archangel I solemnly bap- 
tized a girl born the very same day, 
the legitimate daughter of the soldier 
of the leather jacket company of San 
Diego, Joaquin Higuera, native of 


La Villa de Sinaloa, and of Beatriz, 


Cota, native of Loreto in Antigua Cal- 
fornia. 1 gave her the name of Maria 
Victoria (Higuera). Her godparents 
were Francisco Sinoba, settler of El 
Pueblo de Los Angeles, husband of 
Gertrudis Bojorquiz, and Maria Encar- 

nacion Lopez, native of La Antigua 
California and wife of Corporal of the 
Mission Guard, J osé Maria Verdugo, 

also Corporal of the Royal Presidio 

of San Diego, whom | reminded of 

1 affinity and obligations 
Whereof I sign 


Fr. Miguel Sanchez 


their spiritua 
incurred. 


Vicente and Maria Victoria were mar- 
ried at Mission San Fernando Rey de Espana. 
Book of Marriage and Baptisms at that mission, 
entry #354 records this event: 


On January 22, 1805 in the Church 
of this Mission of San Fernando Rey, 
there having preceded the investigation 
and presentation and reading ol the 
banns during Mass at three successive 
feast days as prescribed by the holy 
Council of Trent, without any impedi- 
ment having been found, they first 
having manifested their spontaneous 
consent with the words in the pres- 
ent tense, | married before the altar 
Vicente Anastacio Sanchez, 4 native 
of Mission San Gabriel, the son of 
José Tadeo S4nchez, and Petra Cata- 
rina Montiel, his lawful wife, to Vic- 
toria Higuera, native of the Pueblo 
de Los Angeles, daughter of J oaquin 
Higuera and Maria Beatriz Cota, his 
lawful wile, and immediately gave 
them the nuptial blessing. Witnesses: 
1 of this Mis- 


Guillermo Cota, Corpora 
sion Guard, Julio and many other 


Mission Neophytes. In witness where- 


of, I sign 
Fr. Francisco Xavier Uria. 


They returned to Santa Barbara to 
live, where Pedro Antonio Josef was born on 


May 12, 1806. 


By 1811, Jose Tadeo Sanchez, head 
of this family, was working in San Diego. Entry 
#90 in Book One of Burials at Mission San 


Diego de Alcala shows: 


On the 4th of March, 1811 in the } 
Church of the Presidio of San Diego, — 
having obtained permission from the 
Comandante Don Francisco Maria 
Ruiz, I gave ecclesiastical burial to 
the body of José Tadeo Sanchez, 2 
native of la Villa de Sinaloa, Mexico 
(married to Petra Montiel) a Notary ‘ 
of this District and of the office and ' 
bureau of the Pay-Master, who re § 
ceived the sacraments of the Holy . 
Fucharist and Extreme Unction. . 
In witness whereof, I sign: 


Fr. Pedro Maria Pomfel 


He was interred in the small cemete! 
o the church on the rounds of that presidl 
The foundations of this small chapel, in 1968-6 
were being uncovered by students of archeol 
from University of California at San Diego- 


next t 


Bancroft’s papers show that on May 


1813, Vicente Sanchez and a Juan José Higuel’ 


each given an honorable discharge fy 
sia Absoluta.” 


Now free of his military duties, Vicen 
and Victoria and their young son, Pedro Ante 


les, to be follo 


Josef, moved to Los Ange 
later by Vicente’s brothers, José Antonio ® 


Esteban, and their families. 
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CHAPTER II 


Rancho Days 
The Los Angeles of 


Vicente Anastacio Sanchez 


eel 


Vicente Sanchez is described by the 
various historians as fiery, turbulent, vicious, 
-quarrelsome, gambler, petty despot. He was 


4 apparently intelligent, had had some education, 


| was able to read and write, and was a good busi- 
Ress manager, as his fields and livestock pros- 
pered despite his apparent concentration on 
olitics. He became prominent in affairs of the 
ueblo and the colony of Alta California. 


The Los Angeles that Vicente and 
ictoria now joined consisted of a cluster of 
mall adobe houses or brush shelters built 


around and near the central plaza. The local 
church was in the process of being rebuilt at 
its new location (which it was destined to retain 
until current times). It previously had been too 
near the river and winter rains had overflowed 
and destroyed parts of the earlier building. On 
the hillside back of the church was the small 


jail or cuartel. 


The 1816 list by Guillermo Cota of 
all residents in Los Angeles pueblo dated Feb- 
ruary 4, shows: “VICENTE SANCHEZ — had 
no lands but cultivated a garden on pueblo com- 
mon lands.” It also shows: JOAQUIN HIGUERA 
(Victoria’s father?) had in 1791 received lands 
from the pueblo which upon his death had passed 
into the hands of his children. In those early 
days there were two men named JOAQUIN 
HIGUERA. Victoria’s father was a leather jacket 
soldier at San Diego Presidio, married to Beatriz 
Cota. The other was a “Dipto” in Los Angeles, 
married to Teresa Cota, Beatriz’s sister. This has 
caused no end of confusion in attempting to 
keep the records of these two families separate. 


Pueblo lands were divided as follows: 
Solares — house lots 

Suertes — planted fields 

Dehesas — outside pasture lands 


Ejidos — commons — lands nearest 
the town where the mustangs were 
tethered and the goats roamed at 
their pleasure 


Propios — lands rented or leased from 
which a revenue was raised to pay 
municipal expenses 


Realangas — royal lands used also for 
raising revenues for the town 
government, 


A1819— 


Vicente Sanchez was one of 30 citizens 
and regidores who signed a petition against 
Capt. Guerra, the Comandante, complaining that 
he had granted the rancho de los Quintos to 
Talamantes and Machado before his departure 
for Mexico, although the Governor had, in several 
instances, previously refused such petitions. 


A 1820 


By this time the settlers had excellent 
felds under cultivation. They supplied produce to 
the missions, the presidio in Santa Barbara, and 
all who could use their produce. They had 53,686 
vines in their vineyards. There were now about 
650 white (or “gente de razon’ ) population in 
and about Los Angeles, plus about 50 soldiers 
and their families at Mission San Gabriel, and 
a fewer number at Mission San Fernando. 


A 1821 


(1) January 1, Vicente Sanchez had 
a fight with Antonio Maria Nieto, Jacinto Reyes 
and Antonio Reyes. He wounded all three. It 
seems he had taken away Jacinto Reyes’ sword. 
Reyes and the other two men went to demand 
sts return. Sanchez had a lance and, in the scufile, 
he wounded all three, particularly Antonio who 
had a wound in his side and on his wrist. Sanchez 
spent 4 or 5 months in the Los Angeles jail, then 
was fined $400.00 after his wife wrote a petition 


for his release to the Governor. 


(1) Per Wm. M. Mason, Los Angeles County Museum of 
Natural History. 


A 1 B90" at O 


Los 


In January, Vicente Sanchez, a prom- 
iment citizen, was sent in irons to Santa Barbara 
by the Comisionado, although the offense is not 


recorded. 


During the Spanish regime, commerce 
with ships or traders of any other country was 
forbidden. However, ships started putting in to 
the ports or the general coastline, looking for 
otter skins and later for tallow and hides. In 
return, the early Californians were able to obtain 
yard goods, shawls, furnishings, cooking utensils, 
lamps and other necessities. Ships from Boston 
were often equipped like a department store. 
When a ranchero who lived anywhere near the 
coast wished to trade, he placed a keg of Cali- 
fornia brandy at the water’s edge as 4 signal 


for traders to come ashore. 
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Cattle were raised by the thousands for 
trading. The hides were sold to Boston shoe and 
harness manufacturers; some of the meat was 
used for food, but due to lack of refrigeration, 
it was the custom to discard the residue. After. 
a while, the stench became so great, @ law was. 
sssued to burn all the unused meat and parts. 
(Richard Henry Dana, Jr. in his book, “Two 
Years Before the Mast,” goes into detail 
this subject. ) 


“1825 


On June 24 there was 4 double we 
ding involving two of the wealthy and prominel 
families. of the pueblo, Dofia Francisca i 
married Don José Septilveda. Her siste?; Dod 
Ascencion Avila, married Pedro Sanchez. [tex 


+1737 and 1738 in Book One of Marriag 
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stail on 


at Our Lady Queen of the Angels Church at 
Los Angeles Plaza show: 


June 24, 1825 — Pedro Sanchez, legit- 
timate son of Vicente Sanchez and 
Maria Victoria Higuera, residents of 
the pueblo; and Maria Acension Avila, 
legitimate daughter of Antonio Ygnacio 
Avila and Maria Rosa Ruiz of the 
Pueblo. 


June 24, 1825 — José Sepilveda, legit- 
imate son of Francisco Septilveda and 
Ramona Serrano; and Maria Francisca 
Avila, legitimate daughter of the above 
said Antonio Ygnacio Avila. Wit- 
nesses: Tomas Yorba, Francisco Feliz 
and Francisco Rosales. Sq: Fr. José 
Sanchez. 


(1) The brides were daughters of Don 
Antonio Ygnacio Avila. He was the owner of 
Rancho Sausal Redondo, which reached from 
La Ballona Rancho to Rancho San Pedro, 22,500 
acres, and his herds and flocks and vineyards 
were commensurate with his acres. The site of 
his house was at present day Centinela Park 
in Inglewood. 


This was the brand of Antonio Ygnacio 
Avila, confirmed August 22, 1846 by 
Stephen Foster, Alcalde of Los Angeles 


The marriages were followed by the 
iestas de Boda” which were held one week 
the spacious home of the brides’ father and 
e week following at the residence of Vicente 
chez, father of one of the bridegrooms. 
ces popular in those days were the Borrego, 


‘eon from an old newspaper clipping in “Bowman’s Scrap- 
ook” at Los Angeles City Library. 


La Sota, El Jarabe, La Contradanza, El Cabello, 
Los Camotes, La Jota and the Fandango, and 
one can be sure most if not all were included 
in the “Fiestas de Boda.” 


It was a very simple matter to move 
over to Rancho La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera to 
continue the celebrations at the home of Vicente 
SAnchez, for these two ranches shared a common 
border. There was plenty of room in the adobe 
ranch buildings to accommodate the guests, and 
certainly Vicente Sanchez wanted his hospitality 
to be equal to that of his neighbor. 


Vicente Sanchez’ earliest interest, as 
already reported, was cultivation of gardens on 
pueblo common lands. This occupation in time 
increased to include three large areas between 
the pueblo and the Los Angeles River, encom- 
passing large vineyards, orchards, grain fields, 
as well as other crops. 


To be near and oversee the work on 
these fields as well as to be available for his 
active participation in politics, he maintained 
his residence near the center of the town. 


Slicing through the block of old build- 
ings now under reconstruction at the Los Angeles 
Plaza is Sdnchez Street which runs only from the 
Plaza to Arcadia Street. When this was opened 
in 1862 it cut through the property of Vicente 
Sanchez, which was the location of his elegant 
town house. This was called “La Casa de Alto” 
and was one of the first two-story adobes in the 
city, said to have been built between 1822 and 
1828. It had a tile roof which, even in the 
palmiest days of the Mexican occupation, was 
the exception. Besides the church and the cuartel 
(or guardhouse) there were but four buildings 
that had the distinction of being roofed with 
tiles, These were of course Vicente Sanchez’ 
house; the Carrillo home; Jose Maria Avila’s 


residence; and the Alvarado house which was 
on First Street between Main and Los Angeles 
Streets. All others used brea or crude asphaltum. 


It is reported that “S4nchez Hall” (as 
st was sometimes later called by the Americans ) 
was painted in the most comical style with illus- 
trations of priests, bishops, saints, horses and 
other animals, the stations of the cross, and others, 
the effect being really astonishing. It was prob- 
ably the work of the best artists the town could 
furnish. Some say most of the painting was done 
by a Scotsman, Dr. Wm. Money, an eccentric 
early resident of Los Angeles and friend of 
Vicente. The upstairs room, reached by an outside 
stairway which was the customary construction, 
was a large salon, and the family, at some time, 
had sent to China for teakwood panels that 
formed partitions, removable to make space for 
the great balls and ceremonies of importance in 
the home. Among the furnishings was 4 parlor 
clock and music box (mentioned in the division 

of his property after Vicente’s death and then 
valued at the equivalent of 160 head of cattle, 
or roughly $300.00) and probably many items 


brought from overseas. 


Location of this house is described on 
Page 622 of Book 1 of Deeds in the office of 
the County Recorder as of June 26, 1854: 


Fronting 1251/4 feet, more oF less, on 
the western side of Calle de los Negros, 
running back 224 feet with a breadth 
on the lower line of 161 feet, forward 
on the southern side to the lot occu- 
pied by Ygnacio Coronel and on its 
upper or northern side by the lots of 
Dofia Francesca de O’Campo and Dona 
Ramona Serrano de Sepulveda, in- 
cluding a 2-story house, 10 houses on 
the front line and other houses and 


all estate rights and the appurtenances, 
that the property is free and clear 
of all taxes, assessments and encum- 


brances. 


The book, “History of Los Angeles County— 
1889,” states “some years afterward this build- 


ing was partly torn down and the remaining 
portion for a long time formed one of the old 


principal buildings in Chinatown.” 
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Vicente’s first grandchild was born on | 
April 1o. He too, in his time, became a local 
civic leader. Entry #16 in Book 1 of Baptisms 
at Our Lady Queen of the Angels Church in : 
the Plaza reads: i 
Fl dia 17 de Abril, 1826 en la Iglesi 7 
de este pueblo de N. Sra. de Los § 
Angeles, bautize a un parvulo de la 
nacio, hijo legimito del Sr. Pedro 
Antonio José Sanchez y la Sra. Asem 
cion Avila. Abuelos paternos el Sr 
Vicente Sdnchez y la Sra. Ma Victorié 
Higuera de Los Angeles y materna 
S; Antonio Ygnacio Avila y la 
Rosa Maria Ruiz, puede por nom 
José Tomas Tadeo. Fueron sus 
drinos el Sr. Tomas Antonio Yo 
soltero, y veino del Rancho 5ta- 
y la Sra. Maria Victoria, abuela 
bauizado veinos todos los sobudi 
de este Pueblo siguenos adven 
panerletto espiritual y demas obli 
ciones contrada y para que com 


lo firme. 


Fr. Geronimo Bos 


ances; 6jp7 
clear aa i O Z ( eae 
neum- , 
| November 14 an order went out for 
inty— | an election. The five electors de partido, one 
build. #rom each Presidio in California and one from 
aining Los Angeles, were: 
he old | San Francisco — Francisco de Haro 
| Monterey — Estevan Munras 
| Santa Barbara — Carlos A. Carillo 
San Diego — Augustin Zamorano 
: Los Angeles — Vicente Sanchez 
jyorn on | They met in San Diego to choose not 
a local | only diputados (deputies or representatives) to 
aptisms | reorganize the territorial diputacion, but also 
awh is } a diputado to the National Congress in Mexico. 
| Pablo de Sola was chosen on the first vote, but 
| was disqualified for not being a resident of Cali- 
. Iglesia | fornia. A second vote elected Capt. José de la 
de Los Guerra y Noriega. 
o de la Victoria Higuera de Sanchez and her 
Pedi ' daughter-in-law were pregnant at the same time. 
a. Asen | Twenty-one years after their only son, Pedro, was 
s el or born, Victoria and Vicente had a little daughter, 
Victoria | born December 15, 1827, whom they named 
ternas ¢l | Marfa Guadalupe. She was baptized at the Los 
- Ja Sra. | Angeles Plaza Church and, at age 15 months, 
nombre « she passed away. She was buried March 20, 1829 
sus pa “En la Iglesia” (in the church). Acension and 
> Yorva edro’s child was also a girl, born January 28, 


828, baptized in the same church on February 2 
nd named Maria Josefa Candelaria. 
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(7) February 8—A most interesting 
case of Spanish and Mexican law was 
that of the petition of Vicente Sanchez 


of Rancha La Ciénega; Jose Sepulveda 
of San Joaquin; Tomas Talamantes 
of La Ballona; Anastacio Abila of 
Tajauta; and seven others to the Ayun- 
tamiento, asking for the dismissal of 
Antonio Maria Lugo from his office 
of Judge of the Plains (Juez de Campo) 
where he had charge of the rodeos 
of stock. Testimony of each petitioner 
was taken in writing as usual by the 
Alcalde, José A. Carrillo, and each 
petitioner signed his statement with 
the Alcalde. The petitioners stated that 
Lugo had held the office over two 
years, which could not be done except 
through reelection; that he had too 
much property of his own to be able 
to give proper attention to public 
affairs; that he allowed his sons to 
substitute in his office, which was de- 
clared illegal. The main grievance was 
that in many specified cases, Lugo, 
though notified of cattle having been 
killed or stolen, would make no at- 
tempt to hunt the malefactor. It was 
also stated that, in the rodeos, he dis- 
tributed the young calves wrongly, 
sometimes giving them to those who 
owned no cattle. 


Lugo was described as overbearing 
and demanding much deference. Pedro 
SAnchez testified that Lugo had tried 
to ride his horse over him in the street 
because he, Sanchez, would not take 
off his hat to the Juez de Campo and 
remain standing, uncovered, until the 
Judge rode past. 


(1) Quoted from Volume 10, page 39, Historical Society of 
Southern California Quarterly. 


A dispute arose at Anastacio Abila’s 

house and Lugo was credited with say- 
ing if it occurred again, he would 
chastise Abila, and if the Alcalde inter- 
fered, he would chastise him, too. At 
one time, Lugo beat a son of Cresencio 
Valdez at a rodeo, saying the neighbors 
boy was guilty of contempt of court 
because the boy gave him an imperti- 
nent answer. So heinous was the offense 
‘n the estimation of the Judge that the 
complainant said “had not Lugo fallen 
over a chair he would have been beat- 
ing the boy yet.” 


To these accusations, Lugo returned 
a haughty answer. He said the witnesses 
testified “according to their strayed 
ideas”; that his character and repu- 
tation were unstained. The Valdez boy 
had been placed by his father in Lugo’s 
care; he showed no respect and it was 
necessary to teach him good manners. 
He sarcastically remarked: “I have not 
the power, when the farmer is asleep, 
to prevent his property from being 
stolen. These individuals were impu- 
dent to desire that the Judge of the 
Plains go around when the cows give 
birth to their young ones so that in 
the distribution he may be able to dis- 
cern the cows to which a certain calf 
belongs.” He finally remarked: “If you 
find it proper to oust me from office 
of the Judge of the Plains for the sake 
of peace, do not hesitate to do so.” 
What the outcome was does not appear 
for any further record is missing. 


October 6, Vicente was in San Diego 
again for the elections of four new members to 
the Diputacion. Included were Carlos A. Carrillo, 


Pio Pico, Vicente Sanchez and José Tiburcio 
Castro. The then governor of California, José 
Maria Echeandia, charmed by the southern cli. 7 
mate and southern ladies, had seriously wounded | 
the pride of Monterey (the capital) by fixing his | 
residence in San Diego. Leo Carrillo’s book, | 
“The California I Loved,” told of his ‘affair de | 
amour.” At this October meeting there was much 
argument and many meetings regarding its legal. 
ity. During this meeting, Vicente Sanchez was 
suspended from his post as diputado. 
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August 16, Vicente Sanchez declared | 
to Governor Echeandia that the elections were 
void, the candidates being vagabonds, drunkards © 


and worse. 


apne rR NCR NTRP RNP EEE Tp oom in saci 
es “prSurev ue ioares 
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December 31. A notarized statement 
of this date by Vicente Sanchez, to be found in 
the U. S. Land Commission, case #422, showed 
the population of “domesticated” Indians was 
198. These were franchised to vote under Mexican 
law. These figures include men, women an 
children. Secularization of the Missions caust 
most Indians to drift to the pueblo for wor 
They increased to 255 by 1836 census, and 9 


in the whole district. 
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Vicente SAnchez became First Alcal 
of Los Angeles, with Juan B. Alvarado as 
Regidor and Gil Ibarra as Sindico. 


(7) The Mexican Ayuntamiento OF 


(1) From Volume VI of Historical Society of Southern 
fornia Quarterly. 
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government consisted of five members, called 


—regidores. The First Alcalde was the presiding 


officer and-in his absence the Second took his 
place. The Secretary, who was appointed from 
outside of its membership, was an important 
personage and the only salaried official of the 
town government. Besides his duties as Secretary 
of the Town Council, he was clerk of the Alcalde’s 
court and keeper of the archives. His salary was 
¢30.00 a month. In 1832 the jurisdiction of the 
Ayuntamiento of Los Angeles extended trom San 
Juan Capistrano on the south to and including 
San Fernando on the north and eastward to the 
San Bernardino mountains. Its authority was as 
extensive as its jurisdiction. It granted town lots 
and endorsed application for grants of ranchos 
from the public domain. The actual grants were 
made by the governor. In addition to its legis- 
lative duties, its members sometimes acted as 
executive officers to enforce the laws. It acted as 
a board of health, a board of education, a police 
commission and a street department. The Ayun- 
tamiento, to a certain extent, regulated the social 
functions of the pueblo and also provided for 
the spiritual needs of the inhabitants. 


Various matters were brought before 


Vicente Sanchez, as Alcalde. The last will and 


testament of José Maria Verdugo of Rancho San 


Rafael stipulated certain moneys owed to him. 
Upon payment of these debts, the following was 


(1) “En el pueblo de N S de LA (in 
e town of our Lady of the Angels) el 12th de 
ro, 1831—In virtue of Citizen José Maria 
dugo of the Rancho of San Rafael having 
nted himself to me by means of his son 
io Verdugo so that there might be deducted 
m his written testament the sums of $54 pesos 
h Citizen Teodosio Flores had paid him, 
$15 pesos which Citizen Domingo Romero 


paid, from the sums which are set forth as owing 
in the said testament according to the respective 
clauses, and so that the said reductions shall be 
valid for all time and in all circumstances, | 
attest the present at the request of the said 
Verdugo as has been said, his son Julio signing 
it with me because of the physical inability 
before the witnesses here present: 


José Palomares and José Antonio 


Carrillo 


Vte. Sanchez 
Julio Verdugo”. 


February 21—Lt. Col. Manuel Vic- 
toria succeeded José Maria Echeandia as gefe 
politico, Commandante of the Californios at 
Santa Barbara Presidio, and Governor for the 
Republic of Mexico. 


(?.) Vicente Sanchez, being Alcalde 
of this town, granted to Maria Rita Antonio, 
jointly with her kinsman, Luciano Valdez, a 
tract of land called San Antonio, previously 
known as Rodeo de las Aguas. 


Her house sat near the 
20th century intersection 
of Sunset Boulevard and 
Alpine Drive in Beverly 
Hills. This was the brand 
of Maria Rita Valdez. 


By April, Governor Victoria had neg- 
lected to convene the legislature. This, with many 
other acts, made him unpopular. He claimed that 
the majority of the members had been illegally 
elected and announced the suspension of the 
legislature and recommended the abolishment 
of all elective bodies and the restoration of 


(1) from “History of Glendale and Vicinity” — by Sherer, in 
Glendale Public Library. 


(2) from “Ranchos Become Cities” — by W. W. Robinson. 
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military rule, except that certain judges be 
appointed for Los Angeles and San Diego. He 
further made himself unpopular by his han- 
dling of problems involving the Indians, salt 
fields, Mexican traders, and others; and by 
inflicting severe penalties and banishing Abel 
Stearns (a naturalized American) and José 
Antonio Carrillo. 


Vicente Sanchez, Alcalde of Los An- 
geles, was a partisan and protege of Victoria, 
being a man, moreover, who always had a quar: 
rel on hand with someone. General FEcheandia, 
acting on the legal advice of Gomez, had de- 
clared Sanchez, as a member of the legislature, 
not competent to hold the office of Alcalde. He 
ordered the First Regidor to take the position 
provisionally, until a new Alcalde could be 
chosen. On April 18, the Ayuntamiento deposed 
Sénchez, putting Regidor Juan Alvarado in his 
place. At frst, Victoria did not object, but think- 
ing the action a revolutionary and illegal one, 
to Echeandia’s benefit, he wrote a severe rep- 
rimand to Alvarado, ordering him to restore 
Sanchez to office and said that he would be in 
Los Angeles soon to make an investigation. The 
order was obeyed and S4nchez was reinstated. 


Sanchez ordered Regidores Alvarado 
and Perez and six citizens imprisoned. They 
were Tomas Talamantes, Francisco Sepulveda, 
José Maria Avila, Maximo Alanis, Demisio 
Dominguez, Jose Aguilar and Andres Pico. 


On August 24, Governor Victoria 
wrote to Alcalde S4nchez, “As you are probably 
on good terms with Pico, persuade him to with- 
draw his petition for convoking the diputacion. 
It is my privilege to convene the assembly when 
I find it necessary; UP to the present time it has 
not been so; and I have just reasons which re- 
quire me to await the decision of the superior 


government On my inquiries.” 


During the last days of November, 
Don Juan Bandini and Don Pio Pico, with others 


in San Diego, formed a plan to rise against | 


Victoria. On the 30th of the month they attacked > 
the guard and took possession of the cuartel. 

They arrested Captains Portilla and Arguello 

who, seeing no alternative, joined the plan of | 
insurrection, and with them all the soldiers. They | 
‘sued this Pronunciamiento: “Nov. 29, 1831— | 
We point you to many of his criminal acts, to | 
his plain ‘nfractions of the laws . - - the ex: | 
patriation suffered by Citizens José Antonio | 
Carrillo and Abel Stearns without notification | 
of the reasons demanding it; the scorn with which | 
he has treated the most just demand which, with | 
legal proofs, was presented by the honorable | 
Pueblo of Los Angeles, leaving unpunished the 
public crimes of the present Alcalde . - -” | 


BRAUER REM 


The force set out from San Diego, com 
manded by Capt. de la Portilla. They seized the | 
town of Los Angeles and put Alcalde Vicente 4 
SAnchez in irons. His brother succeeded in leav- | 
ing the pueblo and going to Victoria who ha 
already heard rumors of a revolution and, 1 
company of officer Don Romualdo Pacheco, W 
traveling by forced marches with 20 or 25 mem 
In Arroyo Seco, near Los Angeles, the oppos! 
forces met. There was 10 engagement betwe 
them, as those of Portilla withdrew. 


This has been the version of Hub 
Howe Bancroit, ihe eminent historian, 1” 
“History of California.” Some of the ° 
historians’ versions differ on two points: 


First, it is felt by some that Victol 
was awaiting orders from Mexico to correc 
abuses done to the Indians by the Missi0"s 
the Rancheros, 1.€. to use them as slaves 
only ‘pay for their efforts with meage! fo 


housing and a minimum of clothing, pockel 
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between | 


the profits themselves; that it was the possibility 
| of this loss of income and labor that prompted — 
| the Rancheros, Bandini, and the others, to revolt. 


Second, it is stated by some that, when 


the two armed groups arrived in Arroyo Seco, 
Victoria attacked. In the struggle Portilla was 
‘dlled along with others of his group and Vic- 


toria received several dangerous wounds which 
disabled him. He was taken to Mission San 
Cabriel, where he was treated by Surgeon Joseph 
Chapman. When out of danger, he sent for 
Fcheandia and, after an interview with him, 
on December 9 resigned the Commission to him. 
About December 20, sufficiently recovered to 
make the trip, he departed tor Mission San Luis 
Rey and on January 17, 1832 he sailed for 
Mexico on the American ship, Pocahontas. 


A1833 


(1) February 19 at the meeting of the 
Ayuntamiento, the Alcalde stated that Vicente 
Sanchez, then at liberty under bond, had com- 
mitted many offenses; in particular, that he had 
repeatedly established what were known as “‘pro- 
hibited games” in the public saloons. These had 
been listed in an ordinance and were ‘“‘Albures, 
monte, banking games, dice, etc.” Sanchez was 


| cited to appear before the Ayuntamiento, but 


- Victor! 


orrect th 


instead he passed its meeting place flourishing 
a revolver and raising a general disturbance. 
The Alcalde was forthwith directed to imprison 


SAnchez, who was then remanded to the Governor 
ith the request that he be banished from Los 
ingeles. Fach of the two succeeding days San- 
hez, evidently penitent, appeared before the 
\yuntamiento and requested revocation of the 
ntence. He was refused. Then he had the 
dacity to remark that he challenged the juris- 


diction of the Ayuntamiento in his case. The 
Governor evidently gave Sanchez unrestricted 
liberty for, at the meeting on August 12, Felipe 
Lugo, a member of the Ayuntamiento, brought 
up “the affront received by this corporation 
from Sanchez last February” and showed “the 
dire consequences” that would follow if it were 
unpunished and the ‘ridicule to which this cor- 
poration would be subjected.” It will be seen 
that “the corporation” took its dictum as a serious 
matter. They decided on the Governor’s arrival to 
renew the request for the banishment of Sanchez. 
Consequently, when Governor José Figueroa pre- 
sided at their meeting of September 6 they placed 
their request before him. The Governor told 
them they could not discuss or decide regarding 
Sanchez as they would then be both judge and 
complaining witness since they were interested 
+n their own honor. He suggested an attorney 
be appointed to bring the matter before a judge, 
but there is no further mention of the case. 
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In April, 1835, Los Angeles was named 
by the Mexican Congress to be a city and for 
the future to be the capital of the Territory. 
In 1837, Monterey officials, having objected to 
the change of government seat, started a civil war. 
The northern Californians won and the capital 
of government was kept in Monterey. 


The government was again shifted to 
Los Angeles when Pio Pico took office in 1845. 
For his office he used space in the adobe he had 
purchased from Isaac Williams. Later on this 
adobe and its site were part of the foundation 


of the Hotel Bella Union. 


(1) From Volume 10—Historical Society of Southern Cali- 


fornia Quarterly. 
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A 1830 


During Governor Chico’s term of office, 
in the early 1830’s, there was much lawlessness, 
the final straw being when a man Was killed 
by his wife and her lover. The citizens formed 
a vigilante committee to bring them to justice. 
Vicente Sanchez was on the committee. In 1836 
members of these groups were commanded by 
the Governor to surrender their firearms. 


(7) May 24 Vicente S4nchez presented a double- 
barrel shotgun of 1/ ounce caliber and the Master 
of Arms, Fermin Almazan, valued it at 30 pesos, 
in the presence of Councilman Basilio Valdez 


and the interested party 


BASILIO VALDEZ FERMIN ALMAZAN 
R R 


“This shotgun cost me 50 pesos 


VICENTE SAN CHEZ” 
R 


Don Vicente Sénchez presented 2 pistols of 
14, ounce caliber, appraised by the Master of 
Arms, Fermin Almazan, one of them at 3 pesos 


and the other at 4 pesos. 
Signed by the Alderman and interested party- 


BASILIO VALDEZ FERMIN ALMAZAN 
R R 


I have appointed Major of Ordnance, 
Capt. Don Juan A. Munoz to receive 
the arms that have been collected in 
this city. He will issue a correspond- 
ing receipt for the possession thereof. 
I take this occasion to offer you all 
my consideration and esteem. 


God and Liberty—Los Angeles— 
May 28, 1836 


following group living as 4 family at the “Casa 
de Alto” and/or Rancho La Cienega: 


To the First Alcalde, 


Don Manuel Requena. 


NICOLAS CUTIERREZ 
The official census of 1836 shows the 


Vicente Sanchez — age 56 
Victoria Higuera de Sanchez — age 47 


Petra Montiel de S4nchez — age 80 | 
__ this was Vicente’s mother 


Maria Cota de Higuera — age 80 — 
she was Victoria’s mother 


Roberto Dominguez — ase 15 
Pedro Antonio J osef Sanchez — age 31 
Acension Avila de Sanchez — age 25 
Tomas Sanchez — 2 child of 10 
Guadalupe Sanchez — 4 child of 6 
Felipe Sanchez — 4 child of 4 


Juliana Sanchez — a child of 7 
(Josefa ) 
Juana Maria S4nchez — 2 child of 


(she was 5) 
Maria Luisa Sanchez — 
one year old baby. 
The census also shows the follow! 
living as a family: 
Mariano Dominguez — 48° 50 
Maria Benancia Sotello de Domin 
—age 40 (J osefa’s parents) 
Fernando Septlveda — 48° 23 


Josefa Dominguez — 48° 22 


(1) This is translation of an old document in Spanish 
of many, in the archives of the Los Angeles 
Recorder. Translated, indexed and bound as @ 

project during the 1930’s 


Maria — age 7 
(She later married Tomas Sanchez) 


2REZ Francisco — age 7 — died 9-11-1850 
ba tha | José—age5 and 
‘Casa | Juan — age | 
| 
| 
A109 / 
ige47 
ge 80 | February 12, En el cuerpo de la Iglesia 
| de esta ciudad, a pedimiento de los 
30 — ? dos alcaldes (in the body of the church 
. of this city, at the supplication of the 
| two alcaldes) was placed the body of 
an adult named Pedro Sanchez, mar- 
age 31 ried to Acension Avila, resident of this 
age 20 same city. Received the sacraments. 
Fr. Alejo Bachelot. 
a Thus reads the record of the death of 
the only son of Vicente Sanchez and Victoria 
Higuera. Pedro was said to have been as mild 
| aman as his father was fiery. He left his widow 
1d of 4 | and six small children. 
A man of as stormy emotions as Vicente 
Sanchez would very probably have equally 
strong affections for his children. This seems to 
se be the case in that he had arranged for two of 
rllowing 4 his children to be buried within the Church of 
_ _ our Lady Queen of the Angels, an honor reserved 
for only a few. Records show only eleven persons 
mingues ere thus entombed. The baby, Maria Antonia, 


nd Pedro Antonio Josef were two of these eleven! 


In February, Manuel Requena and 
ompanions, including Vicente Sanchez were 
ent by Castro to Governor Alvarado, expecting 
hem to be banished to Sonora, but they were 
sed after signing an agreement against 
ther meddling in politics. Shortly afterward, 


Vicente Sanchez was one of those signing a peti- 
tion claiming Governor Carlos Carrillo had not 
obtained beneficial results as promised. Vicente 
was back in politics! 


May 6 — Governor Juan B. Alvarado 
granted the “Rancho El Rio de Santa Clara del 
Norte,” consisting of 13,988.51 acres to Juan 
S4nchez, brother of Vicente. This ranch, also 
known by the name “From Sunrise to Sunset,” 
was mostly level land bordered on the west by 
the Santa Clara River. In the early 20th century 
it was cultivated as a bean field, one of the largest. 
This ranch has “‘in perpetuity” first call on water 
in the Santa Clara River. This property was lost 
by the Sanchez family as result of the droughts 
of 1863-64 when cattle died by the thousands 
and ranchers borrowed money on their land to 
pay their food bills. 


Mr. John Lloyd- Butler, the present 
owner and operator, has told the writer that when 
the rancho was first subdivided, about 1600 acres 
were retained and called the “Home Ranch” 
because this was where the Sdnchez home was 
located. A little less than this 1600 acres is still 
in operation as “Rancho Santa Clara del Norte,” 
with lemons, spinach and beans as the main crop. 
The first Mrs. Lloyd- Butler was the adopted 
daughter of Fredrico Schiappapietra who took 
over the ranch from Juan Sanchez for approxi- 
mately 64 cents an acre. 


The present home of the Lloyd-Butlers 
is a delightful 2-story house built over the 
original Sanchez adobe, the remodeling being 
done in the 1870’s. This home is approached 
from Ditch Road by a long lane, between rows 
of huge eucalyptus trees. The road then circles 
a large lawn and flower garden in front of the 
house. There is a spacious entrance hall with an 
impressive stairway at the rear. Dining room and 
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d story was added in the 
Sdnchez adobe. 


The “home ranch’ of Ranc 
still in operation. The secon 
1870's to the original Juan 


kitchen are to the right; reception rooms and 


o the left. All interior walls in the lower 
as well as the exterior, are 
ick of the Juan Sanchez 
three sides 
old adobe. 


£ made of 


library t 
floor of this house, 
the original thick adobe br 
home. The wide-roofed veranda on 
of the house follows the style of the 
A tool house in the garden has a roo 
the red tiles of the original house. 


Mr. Russ Chambers of Saticoy, Cali- 
fornia, told the writer that for several years 
prior to 1968 he had been operating Green Hills 


Ranch on what had been part of the original! 
Sinchez grant. He grew lemons, oranges and 
avocados, and the land was so fertile it produced 
an average of 3 bushels more per acre than 


land elsewhere. 


acres, located midway between the L 
and Russ Chambers’ 
in 1964 to the 18-hole golf course of Saticoy 


Country 
adjacent to it. 


and his wife, Inez Guevara, 
also had a town house in Ventura (the first 
west of the Mis 


was considere 
for debt and soon Antonio Schiappapietra and 


his brother, with Augustin Solari as a silent — 


partner, were I 


Another part of this rancho, about 300 
loyd-Butlers’ 


properties, was converted 


} 


Club and a residential development 


During the Sanchez good years, Juan \ 
with their family _ 
adobe 
sion Cemetery) which, in its day, 
da mansion. This house, too, went 


aii naira ARUN gga VEINS Ie 


unning a general merchandise | 


store in the front room facing on the main street. | 
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Vicente Sanchez was back in the Ayun- 


tamiento, being Sindico of that body. Others were: 


First Alcalde — Tiburcio Tapiz 
Second Alcalde — Manuel Domingue? | 
Regidores— F. M. Alvarado, J anual! 

Avila, José del C. Lugo, A. Machado 


José Sepulveda, Crisostomo Veja 


Secretary — Botello — later followe 


by Ignacio Coronel. 
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The Los Angeles Ayuntamiento 


abolished in 1840 by a decree of the Mex!¢ 
congress: cities with less than 4000 jnhabi : 
should be governed by a Prefecto and the ent | 
ments of the Department Assembly. 


General Manuel Michelto 


Governor of California. 
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He took the formal transfer at “La 
Casa de Alto” of Vicente Sanchez at 4:00 p.m. 
on December 31 in the presence of the Ayunta- 
miento, part of the Junta, and the most prominent 
citizens. Speeches were made, salutes were fired 
and the city was illuminated for 3 evenings in 
order that the people might give expressions of 
“joy” that should be felt by all patriots in ac- 
quiring “so worthy a ruler.” One night the 
Governor and guests were entertained with a 
presentation of the Pastorela at the Sanchez resi- 
dence. The characters in the story were played 
by the prominent young people of the town and 
supper followed their performance. Once again, 
Dofia Victoria was hostess to the elite of Los 
Angeles. 


—t 1 841 


In July there was an appeal made to 
citizens for funds to build a government house 
and barracks in Los Angeles. In response, An- 
tonio Maria Lugo, Vicente Sanchez and L. Vignes 
gave $500.00 each; T. A. Yorba, $400.00; Juan 
Temple, $300.00; F. J. Sepulveda, $10.00; 
Tomas Sdnchez Colima, $15.00; and F. J. Alva- 


rado, a barrel of wine. 


(4) Beginning at the bluff, where the 
Los Angeles River rounds the point 
near the location of the old water- 
wheel, were vineyards, for grapes were 
an important crop in early Los Angeles. 
Other vineyards to the west were owned 
by the Avilas, the Apoblasas, Sanchez, 
Ballesteros, etc. These vineyards lay 
north of First Street and faced the road 
leading to San Pedro, often called Vine 
or Vineyard Lane. At the height of the 
industry there were more than 4,500,- 


000 vines in and about the “City of 
the Vines.” The Foster and Lugo vine- 
yards, south of town, were surrounded 
by others owned by José de Lopez, 
Antonio Ygnacio Avila, Victoria San- 
chez de Aguilar and the Cota heirs. 


One of the favorite sports of the early 
Californios was horse racing, and some of the 
races have become legend (see Leo Carrillo’s 
book, “The California I Loved”). Among the old 
Spanish documents still on file at the Los Angeles 
County Recorder’s office is one, translation of 
which reads: 


Article 1 — That all horse races will be held 
principally under the legal contract 
in which the betting amount and the 
rules and conditions will be expressed 
and to which the interested persons 
will submit and from which there will 
be no appeal or recourse. 


Article 2— That all persons who bet outside, 
that is, who are not included in the 
contract mentioned in the preceding 
article at the time of its signature are 
bound by such contract in the same 
manner as those who did sign. 


Article 3 — That in any horse race held, the 
winner shall be taxed 24 Reales on a 
25 Pesos bet—5 pesos on 50—6 pesos 
on 100, and 6% upward, all of which 
shall go to the municipal treasury of 
the city in which the race is held. 


Article 4 — That in order to find the exact bet- 
ting amount and to collect the tax 
stipulated in the preceding article, in 
case the bet should consist of live- 


(1) Page 345—Volume 15—Historical Society of Southern 
California. 
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stock or other articles, these shall be 


appraised by 2 impartial appraisers 
in the presence of the district judge. 


Article 5 — That all betting persons as defined 


‘n Article 2, upon agreeing on their 
bets are to report to the referee the 
amount and kind of said bets; so he 
may know the total and thereby assess 
the municipal tax to which they are 


also subject. 


Signed: 
SANCHEZ VALDEZ PALOMARES 
Rubric Rubric Rubric 


CALLARDO SEPULVEDA 
Rubric Rubric 
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Picture taken 1874—Ventura’s first Fire Brigade w 
Adobe building beyond the Mission 


better ones in the area. 


as the M onumental with t 
Cemetery—that is, to the west, was Juan 


(1) In 1841, Juan Avila and his sister, 
Acension Avila (widow of Pedro Sanchez), ap- 
plied to Governor Juan Bautista Alvarado for a 
tract of land known as El Niguel or Neuil. This 
was land formerly controlled by Mission San 
Juan Capistrano and was now unoccupied except 
by Avila’s cattle which had been grazing there 
by permission of the head of the mission. 


Townspeople and neighboring ran- 
cheros protested the Avila’s petition, but a com- 
promise was arrived at and representatives of 
these groups were present when the Alcalde, 
Augustin Olvera, officially “executed the act of 
juridical possession” by having the boundary 


(1) Part of this information from “Disenos of California 
Ranchos” by Robert H. Becker found in Los Angeles 
County Law Library. 
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Sénchez’ town house, oné of 
ission San Buenaven 


Photo courtesy of M' 
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measured in the Spanish fashion by using a 
measuring cord (usually a riata) and counting 
in varas. In a few words, it extended 5 miles 


southeastward along the ocean beach to the mouth 


of a ravine called Canada de Niguel, which was 
a point one league from the outskirts of the town 
of San Juan; thence about 714 miles northeast 


to El Camino Real; along the line of this road 


west about 7 miles to the boundary of Rancho 
San Joaquin at a point where it adjoins Rancho 
Cafiada de Los Alisos; then south back to the 
starting point at the ocean. Since this was more 
than the limit of 3 square leagues allowed by 
Governor Alvarado, when the Board of Land 
Commissioners confirmed the claim to Juan and 
Acension, the boundaries were reduced to “an 
area of 3 square leagues of land (approximately 
13,200 acres) and no more.” This rancho was 


called “El Niguel de los Alisos.” 


During the years, some of Vicente’s 
livestock was sent down to this rancho to graze. 
At the time of his death, there were 160 head 
of his cattle there. 


This brand of Juan Avila was used 
as early as 1833, and confirmed April 
1, 1854 by John W. Shore, Recorder. 
Juan Avila, uncle of Tomas Sanchez, 
became known as “Don Juan el Rico.” 


He spent his remaining years in his 
me at Mission San Juan. He was a man of 
ellent repute who avoided political compli- 
ons but had good powers of observation and 
ory. He was still living in 1877 when visited 
historian Hubert Howe Bancroft. It is said 
he managed well, in that he sold his cattle 
ne gold miners for the gold and gold nuggets 
ad of money, and lived simply, thus not 
g up large debts so prevalent among 
-alifornios. 


People in that day were apparently 
very cognizant of the monetary value of their 
inheritance, evidenced by the fact that rights to 
this property were sold as follows: 


10-18-1852—Guadalupe Sanchez for 
$127.00 sold to A. F. Coronel 


11-5-1864—Luisa Sanchez de Romo 
for $200.00 
Behrendt 


4-24-1860—Tomas and Felipe San- 
chez for $1,700.00 sold their 2/12 
interest to Cristobal Aguilar. 


sold: to Herman 


There seems to be no record of what Josefa and 
Juana SdAnchez or the Avila heirs did about 


their shares. 
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(1) There was a document drawn up 
in 1842 evidently by a Spanish notary. The agree- 
ment between Juan Sanchez and his brother, 
Vicente, stated that Vicente during his lifetime 
could graze livestock on the Rancho Santa Clara 
del Norte at no cost to him. This document was, 
in the course of time, found among papers of 
a Leonardo Cota. Many years after Vicente’s 
death—about 1866-67—Vicente’s grandchildren 
quit-claimed to Leonardo Cota Olivera whatever 
interest they may have had in the ranch. About 
1890 to 1895 some plaintiffs filed a case in 
Superior Court in Ventura County claiming 14 
interest in the ranch, based on this document. 
Sons and daughters of Juan Sdnchez, who were 
still living at the time, testified that they had 
received full satisfaction of the value of their 


(1) From data at Ventura’s Pioneer Museum, 
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respective properties from the hands of Antonio 
Schiappapietra and the plaintifis were denied 


any restitution. 


According to the magazine, “Touring 
Topics,” of the Automobile Club of 
Southern California of July, 1928, this 
brand belonged to Tomas Sanchez of 
Rancho La Ciénega in 1842. 


On April 29, 1842, José L. Sepul- 
veda confirmed this brand to Tomas 
S4nchez y Avila, as found on page 40 
of Brands at office of the Recorder, 
County of Los Angeles. 


Translation of a Spanish document of 
this year, on file at the Los Angeles County 
Recorder’s office, tells its own story: 


Provisional Military Headquarters of 
the Frontier of Baja California. 


I have received your official letter 
dated the 19th of July of the current 


year and noted its contents. 


I am grateful to you for the atten- 
tion the superior authorities have given 
my complaint regarding the 3 soldiers 
who deserted from this company and 
who were Guadalupe Estrada, Augustin 
Chavira and Jose Ignacio Serradela; 
the latter is reported in your communi- 
cation of the 19th sent to Headquarters 
as having been arrested, indicted and 
committed to the Court over which I 
temporarily preside. | earnestly beg 

that you order the arrest of the remain- 
ing two of the same rating and com- 
pany. I advise you that should Augustin 
‘Chavira be apprehended he be charged 
with homicide as he was an accomplice 
in the crime committed in the juris- 


diction of the Rancho de Los Bate- | ow 
quitas, formerly the Mission of San. | S 
Luis Rey, and is so accused in the oR 
district over which I preside. : 


I now inform you that I have only 
your letter requestorial and the official ' 
note regarding this matter, and Serra- | 
dela, in person, has not yet arrived. 
As soon as he does, I will forward the 
necessary receipt as is customary and 
will assume responsibility for the debt 
of 31 Pesos Serradela owes to Don 
Vicente Sanchez, I will report all the 
proceedings to my superior im order 
that His Honor may decide whatever | 


may be proper in the matter. 


AMER WCNC 
wae nes “PWN PBT TaN OHOSMETR ES RURRR MEI - 


I now inform you of the above for | 
your guidance and whatever procedure / 


may be necessary. 


God and Liberty—San Vicente— | 
August 4, 1842. 


Fstanislao 
First Justice of the Peace 
of the City of Los Angeles. 


A 1843 % 


(1) In the Casa de Alto, on the g# 
day of January 18, Don Manuel Micheltor 
Mexico’s Governor of California, and his 
were assembled in the Sanchez upstairs ° 


where they prepared themselves for a me 


(1) In his diary and report of this encounter, Commodore 


gives a detailed description of the meeting and of th 
trast between the evident poverty of the pueblo : 
time and the splendor of the velvet, lace and gilt un 
which the Californios were able to assemble 1° 


appearance. 


| 


| with the commander of the United States Pacific 


Bate- 
— San | Squadron, Commodore Thomas Ap Catesby Jones. 
n the | Raising of the American flag at Monterey by 
/ order of the commodore, when the two nations 
were not at war, was to be the topic. The gover- 
2 only nor and his staff, in full regalia, stepped from 
official | the Sanchez adobe and presented themselves at 
carte: | Don Abel Stearn’s Palacio to wait on the guest 
peyed, \ of the nation. Governor Micheltorena’s procla- 
ird the mations and ultimat d. The commo- 
eal | mations and ultimatums were read. e comm 
se debt | dore spoke no Spanish, His Honor spoke no 
o Don | English. So, with great decorum, both sides 
all the | bowed and scraped. It was an amiable assem- 
. order | blage, though little was accomplished. Commo- 
hatever | dore Jones and his staff, with more bowing, not 
having committed himself nor his government, 
withdrew to the Port of San Pedro, boarded 
ove for his ship and sailed out to sea. Thus, the Sanchez 
ocedure Casa de Alto and its upstairs regal salon served 
for this instance as governmental headquarters 
icente— for California. Peace and harmony restored, the 
| _civilities closed with a great ball. 
| May 16, Rancho La Ciénega o Paso 
“ de la Tijera, consisting of 4,481.5 acres, was 
es. granted to Vicente Sanchez by Governor Manuel 
Micheltorena for his “valiant soldiering and good 
citizenry.” This property was southwest of the 
pueblo of Los Angeles and comprised an area, 
on a modern day map, reaching from approxi- 
the gala ately Exposition Boulevard to Slauson Avenue 


‘ from La Cienega east to First Avenue, then 
jog back to Fourth Avenue midway between 
auson and Exposition. While this was one of 


(7) While California was in the con- 
fused process of change from Spanish to Mexican 
law, Vicente received provisional title to this 
tract of land. In his petition for confirmation by 
the Governor, Vicente stated that he had been 
in continuous occupation since 1823. It is said 
that 10 years after he established this ranch he 
had 2,000 to 3,099 head of cattle grazing there, 
a large number for the approximately 5,000 
acres... 


The labor on these ranchos and in the 
orchards, vineyards and fields was performed by 
the Indians and many Mexican laborers who had 
immigrated to Alta California. They became 
world-famous for their ability as vaqueros in 
handling horses, cattle and all livestock. 


This land was mostly marshy meadows 
and rolling hills and very fertile. The low area 
to the north of the hills had at some time been 
the bed of the Los Angeles River, enroute to join 
Ballona Creek, then to the Pacific Ocean, before 
floods and earthquakes changed its course. There 
are also large areas of peat beds. In the hills 
there were many springs which, from time to 
time, were tapped for water. It was good hunt- 
ing grounds, abounding in ducks and wild fowl. 


(7) In the 1890’s, during some exca- 
vation on the rancho, old stones and Indian relics 
were found, which interested Clara Baldwin 
Stocker, daughter of E. J. “Lucky” Baldwin. 
She had them delivered to Santa Anita Rancho 
where they were examined as antiquities. One 
piece by chance fell into the refuse dump ot that 
time and was found much later. More recently 
these items have been examined and stated to be 
over 5,000 years old! 


(1) From “Diseftos of California Ranchos” 
by Robert H. Becker 

(2) From conversation with Mrs. Patricia Warren 
of the L. A, County Arboretum in Arcadia, 
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Old adobe buildings of Rancho La Cienega o Paso de la Tijera. Photo taken in the early 1920's. The two-story 
incorporated into the clubhouse of Parkview Woman's Club. 


building at right and one at left are still used, 


In the 1938-39 period of construction 
of Baldwin Hills Village apartment complex, on 
the northwestern part of the rancho, excavation 
of the low flat lands unearthed many smooth 
rounded stones indicative ot ihe action of water, 
probably the result of when the river flowed 


through. 


Wild mustard grew 10 to 15 feet high. 
Mr. Alfred Watterson (whose wife, Florence, is 
a member of Parkview Woman’s Club) told the 
writer that his father had worked for Rancho 
San Pedro. When Alfred was a child, his father 
had told him of an experience he had had when 
a young man. He was sent one day with a message 
to Rancho La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera. This 
was a day’s trip by horseback. Enroute, he no- 
ticed how tall the mustard was. Remembering 
tales of “climbing the mustard,” he dismounted, 
picked a likely plant and was actually able to 
climb till his heels were more than 2 feet off 
the ground, the stock of the plant being sturdy 
enough to hold his weight! 


(1) There were two ranchos named 
La Ciénega, each of about the same size. The 


northerly one, “Las Ciénegas,” was sranted to 
Francisco Avila in 1823 at the same time as 
Vicente Sanchez was given provisional possession 
of Rancho La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera. Its 
double name came from the natural phenomenon 
of the topography. Las Ciénegas, in Spanish, re- 
fers to the swamps which swept away from the | 
hills down a long slope northeastward toward | 
the pueblo of Los Angeles. The poetic Cali J 
fornians named it ‘“‘Paso de la Tijera”’ because q 
of the conformation of hills and a pass of two 
valleys (the bed of the ancient La Tijera Creek 
—a tributary of La Ballona) suggested th : 
outline of a pair of open scissors. 


About midway of the rancho, at th 
foot of the hills, and with a panoramic view 
the whole Los Angeles basin and San Bernardi 
mountains, were the ranch buildings, consist! 
of various adobes constructed in a quadrang 
in the manner of the early Californians, ¥! 
an inner patio or garden. Most of the owne 
of the ranchos within a reasonable distance fro 


(1) Some of these statements are taken from 
“In Pursuit of Vanished Days” by Marion Parks. 


the pueblo each had a townhouse, as this is where 


) ranchos of these men were very primitive. How- 
, ever, the adobe buildings still standing on Vicente 
Sanchez’ property indicate its construction was 
better and the rooms larger. One historian has 
called them luxurious in comparison. There is 
) no way of actually dating their construction. 
, In 1853, J. J. Warner testified before the Land 
| Commission that on this property there was a 
| large corral and an adobe house. Juan Ma. Sepil- 


veda also testified that there was an adobe house 


vo-story | occupied by V. Sanchez’s majordomo and the 
lub. servants; and that after Sanchez’s death in 1846 
his heirs built another house on the land and 
were living in it. These buildings were often 
mind _ used during roundups and for hunting parties. 
arr He stated there were 2500 head of cattle, 200 to 
enveaaiis 250 horses and 10 to 15 acres under cultivation. 
jera. Its 
omenon 
nish, re- 
rom the 
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because _ 


Plaque at entrance of 2-story adobe of Rancho La 
enega o Paso de la Tijera. 


On February 16, 1934, through the 


nardi “torts of Mrs. Isabel Dexter Monroe of the 
sonsistine ative Daughters of the Golden West, that organ- 
vadrangh lon placed a plaque on the main building. 


1964, upon questioning Mrs. Monroe about 
ate shown thereon, she stated that she, the 
rical Association, and the County Super- 
S guessed 1790 to 1795, as there was no 
| record of when this location was first 
ed by the Mexican settlers. 
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the action centered. Most of the buildings on the © 


The Californios did not excavate for 
foundations for their houses, using the natural 
contour of the land; therefore these rooms are 
on different levels. At first they had the usual 
hard ground floors. The ceilings in these build- 
ings are of hand sawed lumber, grooved by hand. 
The big beams are tied in place with rawhide 
thongs. Hand-made square-headed nails were 
used in the old wood floors when they were 
installed. When extensive restoration was done 
on the existing useable adobes in 1927, original 
old green-blue paint was found on the ceilings 
covered by a flinty coat of whitewash. In 1961 
Parkview Woman’s Club, its new owners, found 
the same old green-blue paint when a bookcase 
was moved from a doorway to replace the rotted 
wood door frame at the western end of the 
existing small adobe. 


It appears that the second-story room 
of the larger adobe was added at a later date 
because of difference in the door and windows. 
On all lower rooms, the enclosure is on the out- 
side of the frame in the thick walls, leaving extra 
space on the inside. The reverse is true with the 
doors and windows of the upper story; the glass 
and frame enclosure are on the inside, leaving 
the sills to angle away on the outside. 


When Parkview Woman’s Club took 
possession, there were only two of the restored 
adobe buildings still standing, each containing 
three rooms. Others which were beyond repair 
had been destroyed in the 1927 restoration. One 
which had been used as a men’s locker room 
during the days of Sunset Fields Golf Course, 
was torn down when Don Felipe Drive was 
laid out and paved. 


Another translation of old Spanish 
documents of this era: 
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October 9—Don Vicente Sanchez was 
5; Associate Judge in the case of Juan 
Julio Verdugo. This appointment 
d by Francisco Limon and Julio 


appointed a 
Moreno and 
was repudiate 
Verdugo. 


Don Vicente Sanchez was immediately 
summoned but he was found seriously ill in bed, 


near the Plaza. This Zanja system continued to 
be used until 1904.) 


The Los Angeles Padron (census) of 
1844 shows the families of the three Sanchez 
brothers. These early listings did not give any 
street addresses so there is no way of knowing 
where anyone lived except, of course, those whose 
houses are listed on the maps by names. Estaban 
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which I enter as of record and which I authorize 
and sign with my assisting witnesses, according 


to law. 


Juan Domingo Felipe Lugo 


Antonio Coronel 


José Maria Seguro was appointed in 
accordance with the impediment pre- 
sented by Vicente Sanchez. 


Agreed by Limon and Verdugo. 


£ 1843, too, saw Francisco 


Higuera of Rancho Rincon de los Bueyes having 
a dispute with his fiery neighbor, Vicente Sanchez, 
who allowed hogs to pasture on the Rincon and 
who, Francisco feared, was claiming his land. 


1844 


The Ayuntamiento was Tes 
Alcaldes were Manuel Requena an 


This year 0 


tored. The 
d Vicente 


Sdnchez. 


n April, Vicente Sanchez 


Beginning 1 
was made Commissioner of Zanjas—these were 
water for household 


the ditches built to supply 
use and irrigation of the pueblo. The Zanjeros 
par Valenzuela, Antonio M. Valdez 


M. Lépez. Their duties were to keep 
pair, with 


were Gas 
and José 
the ditches free of debris, n good re 
fresh water available at all times. (Part of the 


Madre Zanja can still be seen on Olvera Street 


had died and José Antonio probably was eMm- 
ployed on Vicente’s vineyards. | 


Vicente Sanchez 

Victoria Yguera 

Acension Avila 

Tomas Sanchez 

Josefa Sanchez 
Guadalupe Sanchez 
Juana Sanchez 
Felipe de Jesus Sanchez 
Luisa Sanchez 
José Antonio Sanchez 


José Anto. Sanchez 
Ramon Sanchez 


Martin Sanchez 
Teodocia Sains 


Franca. Lépez 
Pedro Domingo Lopez 
Ma. Ylaria Lopez 


Ma Antonia Sdnchez 
Ma Dolores Sanchez 


Ramona Lépez 


José Antonio Sanchez 
Francisco Sanchez 
Andrez Sanchez 

Ma. Josefa Sanchez 


Esteban Sanchez 


58 Proprietor Married 
53 Married | 
36 Widow 
18  Campista Single 


15 (she was really 16) 
15 (he was really 14) 


13 Vuerfano (orphan) 


50 Campista Widower 
vineyard laborer 


18  Campista Single 
vineyard laborer 


39 Widor 


13 ) These are 
10 \ apparently Teodo 
7 \ cia’s children by 
previous matrriag 


2 
4. months 
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The sub-prefect in office was José R. 
Sepulveda, and the city’s Alcaldes were Vicente 
Sanchez and Juan Sepilveda. 


(7) On April 8 prisoners Simplicio 
Valdes, Matias Moreno and about 20 others 
escaped from jail, seized arms, stationed them- 
selves before the church, kindled a bonfire and 
cleared the streets with a volley of their muskets 
and the church cannon, shouting “Down with 
Pico, Carrillo and Sanchez.” 


April 19: an order went out for all 
house fronts to be repaired, plastered and white- 
washed, subject to fine if not done. 


April 26: a committee was appointed 
to name the streets and number the houses. 


Volume 33 of the Historical Society of 
Southern California Quarterly, from the manu- 
script of Thomas W. Temple II, includes a trans- 
lation of part of the will of Don Tomés Yorba 


| In this year (1845), as follows: 


Tomas then names Bernardo as chief 
executor and Bernardo’s son, Ray- 
mundo, as second executor. He revokes 
all other wills and asks the Judge of 
the First Instance, Don Vicente Sén- 
chez, to authorize this instrument. 


| Instead of a signature, there appears, 
translated, the following: 


As making the foregoing effective, I 
(states Vicente Sénchez, First Alcalde 
and Judge of the First Instance of the 
City of Los Angeles) certify and attest 
that the present testamentary maker 
came before me and that the maker 


Don Tomas Antonio Yorba, although 
ill, is found to be sound in mind and 
of natural understanding, carried it 
into effect by executing it before the 
witnesses had in the persons of Citizens 


Ramon Aguilar and Ignacio Coronel, 
the writers being the residents Bautista 
Mutriel and Mariano Martinez, - the 
28th of January, 1845. The maker did 
not sign because physically incapaci- 
tated, but it was signed in his name 
by Don Juan Bandini at his request 
and entreaty. 


Signators: Juan Bandini, Vicente Sdn- 
chez; assistants Ramon Aguilar, Ig- 
nacio Coronel, Juan Gallardo; writers 


Juan Bandini, B. Mutriel and Mariano 
Martinez. 


Vicente Sénchez’ fee was 28 pesos. 


Tomas died January 30. It will be 
noted that the will was dated J anuary 28. 


Among other activities, Tomas operated 
a general store, with principal commodities: 
Indianella (printed cotton), manta (blanket— 
in California it probably meant cotton cloth), 
lienza hilo, liston, colita, mascada, percola pafio, 
aguardiente (brandy), sugar, frijoles. 


Vicente Saénchez, Teodocio Yorba, Ber- 
nardo Yorba and Encarnacion Sepulveda were 
buyers of sugar. These sales were by “tercio” 
(probably a bale). No doubt it was brown sugar 
which could be packed into bales which, encased 
in fiber sacks, varied a few pounds in weight. 


Vicente Sanchez figures on a number 
of pages of the accounts books of Tomas Yorba. 


(1) “History of L. A. County—1889” 
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Not only is there a long account against him, but 
also he appears evidently as a witness to the 
correctness of the account of Bernardo Yorba. 
Interesting, too, is a single page that tells its 
Own little story. One may judge that Sanchez, 
pethaps as Alcalde, was called on to settle a 
os pute. If so, here is his verdict, signed “Vie. 
Sanchez” with his intricate rubric. 


Translation: The contract which the 
deceased Tomas A. Yorba had with 
Mariano Martines to cut wood and saw 
it, the said Martines shall continue on 
shares of 1 in accordance with the 
wishes of the executor and heirs, which 
said agreement states that the carrying 
out of the contract must take place 


at this rancho. 


The Vicente Sanchez account is an 
Important feature in the old book. The two pages 
of final account are written mostly by an excel- 
tent penman. There are some additions 1n other 
hands, one of them Bernardo’s, ‘and a balance 
S struck “Staa Ana Mzo 27 de 1845” by which 
It is shown that Sanchez on that date owed 
Pesos and 6 reales. Then at the bottom is this 
iMPortant notation: 


Magador a la Testimentoria 


Abrengo de Da Visenta Sepulveda 
Juan Ma Sepulveda 


Juan Maria Sepulveda’s rubric is one 
of which he could have been and, no doubt, was 
Proud. The account as thus shown was paid not 
to Bernardo, as executor, but to “the heirs at 


the request of Dofia Vicenta.”” 


Among the items “debe” is one of 
“I psa Manta de 40 yardas, 18 pesos.” Inter- 
esting for the fact that here, for the first time, 
We find the measurement of “‘yardas” instead 


of “‘varas.” The American influence was surely 


at hand. One wonders if there was not a temp- of Tomas 
. : es 
tation for a sharp merchant to buy by the “yarda” / chez $80 
of 36 inches and sell by the “vara” of 33 inches. ) 113 peso 
Here, too, we find things sold by the dozen. 
Here are a few of the Sanchez items. | which cal 
| P R term as 
A un sirviente sugo por su orden document 
4, vs. paiia (to his servant by Ticnil 
his order, 4 varas of cloth) = eeds ol 
12 panuilas (handkerchiefs) 3 Office. Tr 
1 dosena medias 
(1 dozen stockings ) 9 
1 dosena cuchillas 
(1 dozen knives) 7 
| mescada negra (1 black kerchief) 2 ! Departme 


1 psa lienso de lino 
(strip of linen) 15 


1 psa bastas (packsaddle) 2 
1 punta de arada (plow point) 4 
1 tercio de arras (rice) 4 
un par de ruedas carreta | 

(pair of wheels for cart) 5) 


The sale of a plow point is indeed 
striking. It, too, marks the coming of the Ame 
can influence. Yet, just below it is the char 
for “ruedas para carreta,” which shows that 
country was still very much in the old ways 
life, as indeed it was to continue for yé 


afterward. 

The total of Sanchez purchases ¥ 
690 pesos and 7 reales. On the “haber” side 
the account are 8 items of credit, as follow 


202 at 54 sebo (tallow) 


at 1 peso 4 reales 
7 cueros de res at 2 pesos 
1 libra pita (1 pound of twine) 
Del Sefior Maron 
Ma’s a nig. quade debienda 
Pr. Don Tibuercio Tapio 
24, cuerras de reses (cattle hides) 48 


28 at 14# sebo a rason 
de 14 reales 


The total still owing was: 


| 
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Among the items shown in settlement 

_ of Tomas Yorba’s estate is listed “Vicente San- 

chez $80.00 in money, 33.06 in hides, totaling 
113 pesos 6 reales.” 


Indicative of the type of transactions 
which came before Vicente Sanchez during his 
term as Alcalde in 1845 are the following two 
documents, recorded in Spanish in the books of 
Deeds of the Los Angeles County Recorder’s 

"Office. Translations into English read: 
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Book 3—page 78—Book of Deeds. 


- (7) In the City of Los Angeles of the 
‘Department of California, upon the seventh day 


) 
HS _of the month of April of one thousand eight hun- 
5 4 } dred forty-five, before me, Vicente SAnchez, Ist 
2 4 Alcalde and Judge of the Ist Instance, of this 
: : _teferred-to city, and before my assisting witnesses 
_ who are serving in the office, appeared Don 
5 : macio Machado and Don Bruno Abila of this 
_— cality, and they said that, desiring to change 
Acoat nches because of the advantages which might 
charge sult from so doing, by their own free will they 
hat the ave agreed upon the following stipulations: 


: First: Don Ygnacio Machado grants to 
r. Bruno Abila the rights and property that 
has in the land called La Guage del Centinela 
é Bowl of the Sentinel), as is made known 
documents given to Mr. Bruno Abila under 


ows: icial title of ownership. Likewise, Machado 
P give said Abila two barrels of aguardiente 
a acy) of one hundred and fifty pints, tested, 

S year’s harvest. 
‘ Second: Mr. Bruno Abila, in exchange 
9 hat Don Ygnacio Machado grants him, will 
78 him the ranch which he has outside the 
48 this town adjacent to Citizens Ygnacio 


nd Luis Lamiore, consisting of a three- 
use, two dining rooms, their respective 


entryways, and land with erected fence, and a 
vineyard that is enclosed; and extending to the 
south three hundred sixty-four and three-quarters 
varas, and to the north, two hundred twenty-five 
and a half varas, three hundred twenty-two and 
a half wide. Said ranches have not been trans- 
ferred and are free of any mortgage, wherefore 
they make the exchange without it being possible 
for anyone to claim them or quit-claim them. If 
they are quit-claimed or a charge is made against 
their good title, these persons concerned will 
come to their defense and they will leave the 
claim quieted and in free title, and if not, they 
will restore the price and will pay the damages 
they caused, and by signatures and validation 
they pledge themselves and the goods they have 
and will have, and by this, subject themselves 
to the force and jurisdiction of the judges who 
may be acquainted with this business, so that 
they may be compelled and fined with all the 
rigor of law and proceedings as if it were a sen- 
tence passed and accepted, and with no further 
recourse they waive their own rights of residence 
and possession to the laws in their favor and 
defense, for the general Law in force, as testi- 


mony to which they thus granted and they signed. 


Because of their not knowing how to sign, I did 
it with those of my assistants, according to law. 
Don Juan Domingo and Don Juan Apablaza 
were the scribes. 


Vte Sanchez 
Assistant Ygnacio Coronel 
Assistant Rafael Girado 


This agrees with its original, of which 
I give oath, and is found in the book of public 
documents of this year from which it was taken. 
Corrected, compared and verified on these two 


(1) Translation “4 Miss Fairfax Stephenson of the Superior 
Court of L. A. County. 
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in the absence of 


pages of ordinary paper, 
official paper. 

Vte Sanchez 
Ass’t — Ygo Coronel © 
Ass’t — Rafael Girado 


*x* * * 


Book 27 — Page 170 — of Deeds 


Fee: Five Pesos. 


Vicente Sanchez, Ist Alcalde, Judge 
of the lst Instance, and President of the Illus- 
trious Municipal Government of the City of Los 


Angeles and C. 


Since Ygnacio Coronel has requested, 
for his and his family’s personal benefit, a plot 
of land, and this is vacant, at the back of his 
house, with sixty varas front and seventy-five 
yaras deep, the Illustrious Municipal Govern- 
ment, in today’s session, agreed to grant him 


access, pursuant to the following conditions: 


First: He will build on it within | year. 


Second: It will be annexed, keeping to 
the respective proportion, without damage to 
neighbors, and if he fails in these conditions, he 
will lose the right, and it will be accorded to 
another. Therefore, and by virtue of the afore- 
mentioned agreement, I order this document, 
which will serve as appropriate title, for its 
safekeeping. 


Given in the city of Los Angeles the 
second of August, one thousand eight hundred 
forty-five. There is no official paper. 


On ruled lines—worth: sixty 
Crossed out: thirty—worthless. 
Fee: Six pesos four reales. 
Signed: Vte Sanchez 
Pte. 


Louis Sordan 
Secretary to the Ayuntamiento 


A full and true and correct copy of the original 
recorded at request of Antonio Coronel Dec. 15, 


ON a 


1873 at 20 min. past 2:00 p.m. 
x «Ox 


Still 1845—Commissioners appointed 
by a Junta, at the request of the populace, were: 


se pasbencumnsrbiiiDANINO, yarn ila PARMA A tags 


José Antonio de la Guerra — 
of Santa Barbara 

Antonio Maria Lugo 

Abel Stearns 

Antonio F. Coronel 


Vicente Sanchez 


| 
| 
| 


They were to urge Gov. Micheltorena to comply 
with the agreement of a treaty of Santa Teresa. | 

November 4—In the case of Inocente A 
Valdez, involving request for guardianship 0 
his grandson (the parents having died), Vicent 
Sanchez was named judge of the First Instance. 


__ First Alcalde. 


418460 


In the battle of San Pasqual, nor 
east of San Diego, against the American fore 
led by General Kearney, the officers in Genet 
Andres Pico’s group of Californios were: Ca 
Juan Bautista, Moreno, Tomas A. Sanchez, 
Bejar, and Manuel Vejar. 
March, 1968 issue of the magazine ~ 
West,” in the encounter, about two in the mo 
ing, “Captain Ben Moore of the United Stal 
Army drove his horse straight at Genera 
and almost cut the Ceneral down before 
S4nchez, Pico’s aide, killed Moore with a 
thrust.” Mr. Albert Wilson of Wilmington, 
fornia, a great grandson of Tomas, told the 

that his grandfather had often told him, 


child, of this encounter. 
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— September 25, Vicente Sanchez, find- 
— ing himself seriously ill, but in sound mind and 
ip of onsidering that he might die intestate, asked 
icente | His wife, and grandson, Tomas, to call in the 
stance | nearest neighbors, five if possible, but at least 
three. Ygnacio Coronel who lived next door, and 
Juan Nepomuceno Baro who rented one of the 
rooms at “Casa de Alto” answered the call. In 
their presence he dictated his last will and testa- 
ent. Because of his illness he was unable to 
gn it except to mark with a cross. Witness Baro, 
north- ecause of an injured hand also was unable to 
forces ign, although he did at a later date. _Immedi- 
sneral_ tely afterward, Manuel Lopez dropped by to 
Capt ecome the third witness, just before Vicente died. 


LAST WILL and TESTAMENT 
ionee of 
VICENTE SANCHEZ. 
HE NAME OF ALMIGHTY GOD, AMEN: 


I, Vicente Sénchez, son by lawful mar- 
2 of Tadeo Sanchez and of Petra Mutiel, now 
ased; being a native of this Department and 
ng myself dangerously ill, but in sound 
believing and confessing, as I do firmly 
€ and confess, all the mystery of the Most 


Holy Trinity, Father, Son and The Holy Ghost, 
Three distinct persons, and Only One true God: 
and all other Sacraments which our Holy Mother, 
the Roman Catholic and Apostolic Church be- 
lieves and confesses, in which true faith and 
creed I have lived and still am living, and I pro- 
test to die as a faithful Catholic, taking for my 
interception Our Lady Most Holy, Mary of the 
Angels, that she may entreat mercy for me and 
our Lord may forgive my faults and let my soul 
enjoy His presence; fearing the death which is 
so natural to all creatures, I do make and order 
this my testament in the following manner: 


I commit my soul to God who created 
it and my corpse I send into the earth of which 
it was made, leaving my funeral, etc. to the 
charge of my Executives; 


In the Second place, I declare I am 
married to Maria Victoria Higuera from whom 
I had six children, the first being Pedro Sénchez 
who married Acension Avila; the said Pedro 
having died left six children, three being male 
and three female, and as to the other five chil- 
dren I had, they died minors. 


In the Third place, I declare to be my 
heirs, my wife and my grandchildren, Tomés, 
Maria Josefa, Candelaria, Felipe Neri, Guada- 
lupe, and Ana Maria Louisa, who shall inherit 
in the manner and form as prescribed by law. 
Also, I declare that for the Execution of Testa- 
ment, [ have appointed as my Executors my wife, 
Victoria, and my grandson, Toméds Sdénchez; that 
they may after all my debts as proved to be 
just being paid, make the partition according 
to Law. 


Also I declare that I do not make an: 
enumeration of my property for it is well known 
to my family; and after an inventory thereof, 
the division shall be made. 


And I do hereby evoke and make void 
all testaments and other testimentary disposals 
that I might have heretofore made; that none 
shall be valid whether judicially or extra-judict- 
ally; but this same testament which I do wish 
and order to be held as such to be wholly ob- 
served and executed as my last deliberated will, 
in the manner and form admissible in law. 


Thus I execute it before the witnesses, 
there being no Judge or a Notary Public in the 
City of Los Angeles, the twenty-fifth day of 
September, One thousand eight hundred and 
forty-stX, +t being written on this common paper 
for want of stamped paper. 

The testator being unable to sign, | 


signed at his request. 
YGNACIO CORONEL 


Witness: Y gnacio Coronel 
Juan Nepomuceno Baro 


Manuel Lopez. 


This instrument was recorded by Leon- 
ardo Cota, the Senior Magistrate, with Vicente 
Guerrero and Casildo Aguilar as witnesses. 


On September 26, Vicente Sdnchez 
was buried in Campo Santo which was out North 
Broadway in the area of Chavez Ravine and 


Buena Vista Street. 


Vicente Sanchez leit his mark on the 
city of Los Angeles. His personality, his con- 
tinuous involvement in politics and his family 
played a material part in the development of 
the area. Withal, he was still a farmer and en- 
joyed the rural life at his Rancho La Ciénega. 


As stated earlier, he was 4 man quick 
to anger, as evidenced by the following tales, 
some of which may be true, some may be legend: 


“One day a Yuma Indian, visiting Los 
Angeles for the first time and wandering about p 
looking at the strange sights, noticed Vicente’s | 
large 2-story home. He went in to look around. 
When Vicente saw him, he picked up a whip and | 
chased him out. At this time there was a brisk 
trade between the pueblo and Sonora, Mexico 
via Yuma. An incident like this could easily 
have angered the Yumas who might interrupt the 
traffic to and from Sonora to the detriment of 
the Californios.” (Wm. M. Mason of the Los 
Angeles County Museum). 
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“Once when he had been imprisoned, 
then placed in irons—a ball and chain to hobble 
him—he found a way to get free. Being angry 
at the whole populace he waited till Sunday when 
everyone was in church. Then, with a helper, he | 
barred shut the doors, imprisoning the entire 
congregation for hours.” (Mrs. Isabel Dexter 


Monroe, N.D.G.W.) 


| 
| 


Due to his activities, he was often in 
the guardhouse and it is said that when he was. 
at liberty and in authority he was busy 
his adversaries. At one time, as many as 60 
residents of Los Angeles may have been in the 
cuartel for contempt of his authority or oth 


trivial offense. 


Vicente’s life ran the full gamut 
California’s history, from the frontier at Sa 
Barbara Presidio, the development of the pue 
of Los Angeles, the days of the Dons or Ranche! 
the huge cattle herds and the fertile viney@ 
and fields. He witnessed the early influx of Am 
icans with their strange language and custo 
and, on August 13, 1846, saw Commodore St 
ton and Major John C. Fremont march into to 
He must have realized the pueblo he knew 
never again be the same. Six weeks later hes 


joined the past. 
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CHAPTER III 


Tomas Avila Sanchez 


a Tomas Sanchez, baptized as José Tomas 
Tadeo Sdnchez, but known through the years as 
mas Avila Sanchez, was only 20 years old in 
846 when his grandfather, Vicente died. The 
ath of his mother, Acension Avila, in 1847 
it him spokesman for his brothers and sisters. 


He, too, became a leader in the pueblo, 
Amer apparently without the irascible personality 
. is grandfather. 


| Between operation of the Rancho La 
lega o Paso de la Tijera, mastering the lan- 
of the Americans, obtaining confirmation 
the United States Government of the owner- 
t the rancho, various real estate ventures, 


The Los Angeles of 


and his years as Sheriff of Los Angeles County, 


he was a very busy young man. This chapter 
tells more detail of these activities. 


(7) Two events took place which made 
a profound change in pueblo life. The 
first was discovery of gold at Coloma 
in 1848 which drew thousands of 
Mexican miners from Sonora to the 
California gold fields. Los Angeles was 
a way station for these Sonorans who 
began to arrive long before the first 
wagons of American gold seekers could 
reach California. Some got no farther. 
So many settled in the oldest section 
of the pueblo that it came to be called 
Sonoratown. 


The second event to help change 
the pueblo way of life was mustering 
out of the New York Volunteers in 
September of 1848. This left the Los 
Angeles streets filled with loafers— 
Sonorans and disbanded soldiers. Pres- 
ently, to the onlooker, the chief occu- 
pation in El Pueblo appeared to be 
gambling, drinking, carousing and 
debauchery. “A Californian is a rare 
sight now on the streets. You never 
see them parading about on their fine 
horses as formerly.” 


Once a street of happy homes, 
Calle de los Negros, opening onto the 
Plazuela and the Plaza, was well on 
its way to becoming a pandemonium 
of races, gambling, vice and crime. 
The whole character of the Plaza was 
infected, though thick walls gave much 


protection to the occupants of town 


(1) “Los Angeles from the Days of the Pueblo” by W. W. 
Robinson. 
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houses. The timidity of the Californios 
in the presence of idle and vicious 
newcomers, however, was temporary. 
They soon became the direct benefici- 
aries of the Gold Rush—with the rise 
in cattle prices—and as such were able 
to adjust themselves to the new situa- 
tion and to enjoy their brawling pueblo. 
Soon the rancheros had more money 
than visualized in their fondest dreams. 
For seven years, cattle prices continued 
to rise and cattle drives north were a 
new feature of ranch living. It cost two 
to four dollars to get a steer north, but 
the steer brought $50.00 to $70.00 or 
higher during the fall and winter of 
1853 and 1854. The Californios knew 
how to spend money. They bought 
fancy clothes, built bigger ranch homes, 
put on better horse races and were 


heavy patrons of the gambling houses. 


: This was the pueblo of Tomas and his 
family, and their way of life. 


—( 1849 n— 


A new Ayuntamiento was formed, with 
ollowing officers: First Alcalde, Don José 
Carmen Lugo; Second Alcalde, Don Juan 
lveda; Regidores, Don José Lopez, Don 
cisco Ruis, Don Francisco O’Campo, Don 
as A. Sanchez; Sindico, Don Juan Temple; 
ry, Don Jesus Guirado. 


Vicente’s widow, Victoria Higuera, on 
ber 2, 1848 was married again, to Casildo 
T, widower of Pia Romero, at L. A. Plaza 
He was a'son of José Maria Aguilar and 
aria Machado, 


To carry out the instructions in 
Vicente’s will, the family met to agree on distri- 
bution of his property. Translation of this agree- 
ment, which was written in Spanish, found in 
the Archives of the Prefecture of Los Angeles 
at the Los Angeles County Recorder’s office: 


In the City of Los Angeles, Alta Cali- 
fornia, on the seventh day of March, 
1849 before me,: Vicente Guerrero, 
Second Alcalde of this City, and before 
my assisting witnesses with whom I 
hold court through lack of a Notary, 
and before the instrumental wit- 
nesses hereinafter named, appeared 
the Seriores Don Casildo Aguilar, hus- 
band and attorney of Dofia Victoria 
Higuera and Don Tomas Sanchez, in 
his own behalf and as attorney for his 
brothers and sisters; they presented 
said powers of attorney, in regular 
form, and stated: 


As too much time had elapsed with- 
out the estate of Don Vicente Sanchez 
being distributed, and considering this 
delay to be detrimental to the heirs and 
harmful to the estate, they had agreed, 
after serious thought and after con- 
sulting competent persons, to divide the 
estate under the following manner: 


First, the two-story house, located 
close to the house of Citizen Don 
Ignacio Coronel, shall remain as the 
property of Don Tomas Sanchez and 
brothers, with all furnishings therein; 
and the dwelling house consisting of 
five rooms, including half the patio, 
shall be the property of Dofia Victoria 
Higuera; in regard to the room occu- 
pied as a tavern by Don Nepomuceno 


=< 
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o, it shall remain the property of 
- toria Higuera; at the death 
also the room occupied 
resent by Almanza, shall become 
¢ Don Tomas Sanchez 
n the estate 1s divided. 


at P 
the property 8) 


q brothers whe 


all 
Second, the orchard or vineyard 
neat that of Dona Benancia Sotelo 
II be the property of the same Dona 
‘sh all the implements, house | 
j appurtenances thereto belonging; 
other vineyard and house near the 


alder tree shall be the property of Don 
nd brothers with all 


Tomas Sanchez a 
ervice therein. 


the implements in § 


Third, regarding the cattle on the 
Santa Clara River, La Cienega and 
vicinity; from Los Gutierrez to this City 
and which bear the brand and mark 
of the late Don Vicente S4nchez, there 
shall be made an equal division; halt 
of each class, without exception, shall 
be the property of Dona Victoria, the 
ther half shall go to Don Tomas and 


0 
prothers. 

Fourth, regarding the herd of 
horses, tame and unbroken, existing 
on both ranches and bearing the brand 
and mark of said Don Vicente, same 
shall be divided equally ‘nhalves, with 
the exception of the mares running 
with 2 black stallion and which are 


the property of Don Tomas. 


Fifth, regarding the sheep belong- 
ing to the deceased an equal half share 
of all classes shall be made. 


Sixth, in order to pay the debts of 
the deceased Don Vicente Sanchez and 


‘n order that the parlor musical clock 
remain the property of Dofia Victoria, 
Don Tomas Sanchez and brothers shall 
receive one hundred and sixty head 
of cattle which they have among the | 
alder trees of San Juan Capistrano. 


Seventh, regarding the debts which 
may appear to be owing to Don Vicente 
and, in the event of their collection, 


they shall also be divided in halves. 


Eighth, the branding iron and mark 
of the late Don Vicente Sanchez shall 
be the property of Don Tomas Sanchez 
and brothers and the branding iron of 
Don Felipe de Jesus S4nchez shall be 
registered and recorded as the property 
of Donia Victoria. 


Ninth, in the ranches and site of 
La Ciénega and Santa Clara, Dona 
Victoria Higuera and Don Tomas 5an 
chez and brothers shall have equal 
rights. 


Tenth, by virtue of this agreement, 
the will of the deceased and other 


documents attached shall be concluded, 


ther possession shall be demanded 
from the deceased. Having agree 
the foregoing conditions, they decl 
there is no malice or erudge 0 
kind on the part of themselves or CF 
stituents, and to the binding and va 
ity of said agreement they pledge th 
selves and their constituents, 

present and future possessions. 
with them submit to the venue 
jurisdiction of the courts before W 
the matter may oF should be bro¥ 
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in order to be compelled and pressed 
to comply as if it were a final decision 
passed by authority of judgment ren- 
dered, accepted and without appeal; 
they waive their rights of domicile and 
residence, the laws in their favor and 
defense together with the general stat- 
utes. In testimony whereof, they ex- 
cepted these presents and signed with 
me and my assisting witnesses, accord- 
ing to law; the instrumental witnesses 
being Citizens Ignacio Coronel and 
José Maria Doporto, here present and 
residents, I certify. Voice of my heirs, 
it has no value. 


CASILDO AGUILAR 
R 


TOMAS A. SANCHEZ 
R 


JOSE VICENTE GUERREO 
R 


JOSE MARfA DOPORTO 
R 


Instrumental Witness 


IGNACIO CORONEL 
R 


Instrumental Witness 
At the request of José Manuel Lopez 
JOSE MAR{A DOPORTO 


Assisting Witness 


JOSE ILDEFONSO de la CRUZ 
R 
Assisting Witness 


Some notes on the above agreement: 


The houses mentioned “close to the 
house of Citizen Don Ignacio Coronel” are the 
property located at “Calle de los Negros.” The 
name of this street translates to Street of the 
Brunettes. Years later, when ruffians moved in, 
it was commonly called “Nigger Alley.” 


The vineyard “near that of Dofia 
Benancia Sotelo” is marked #2 on the copy of 
Ord’s Survey Map. (See inside front cover.) 


Cattle “‘on the Santa Clara River” are 
on Rancho Santa Clara del Norte owned and 
operated by Vicente’s brother, Juan Sanchez. 


Cattle on La Ciénega and vicinity 
“from Los Gutierrez to this city”: Don Gutierrez 
was the first Spaniard to come to Los Angeles 
and his house was at the farthest outskirts of the 
pueblo, generally conceded to be the city limits. 


“One hundred sixty head of cattle 
which they have among the alder trees of San 
Juan Capistrano” are cattle on the Rancho Niguel 
de Los Alisos, owned and operated by his daugh- 
ter-in-law, Acension Avila, and her brother, Juan 


Avila. 


Another vineyard, marked #3 on the 
Ord Map is not mentioned in this agreement. 
However, it is marked “Vicente Sdénchez” on the 
map and was sold on November 20, 1855 by 
Tomas to William Wolfskill for $1,000.00. It 
comprised property of 17.8 acres and the sale 
is recorded on page 284 of Book 3 of Deeds at 
the Los Angeles County Recorder’s office. 


“WEST” Magazine of the Los An- 
geles “TIMES” August 3, 1969 has an 
article entitled, “The Golden Age of 
Oranges,” by Lawrence Dietz, which 
begins: “The entire California orange 
business started with a man named 


William Wolfskill. He owned 17,000 
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orange trees packed onto a grove a- 
round what is now Central Avenue and 
Fifth Street in Los Angeles. In 1877 
he got the bright idea of loading a box- 
car full of his oranges and sending them 
East. It took the box-car a month to 
reach its destination, St. Louis. Fortu- 
nately the oranges survived. The 5t. 
Louis burghers bought them all, and 
within 30 years California orange 
growers. were shipping ten million 
boxes of oranges a year to the East.” 
This orange grove was on the 17.8 
acres of Vicente Sanchez’ garden. 


No record can be found of Vicente’s 
branding iron and mark which were awarded 
to Tomas, or the brand of Felipe (de Jesus?) to 
be registered to Dona Victoria. 


This mark was at some time burned 
‘nto the door frame of one room in 
the 2-story adobe at Rancho La Ciénega 
o Paso de la Tijera. Mrs. Isabelle 
Monroe said it belonged to Felipe, but 
no one else recognizes it and there 
is no record of it on file. 
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January 24 an official census was taken 
of Los Angeles. The census takers numbered the 
houses and families in order in which they were 
counted. Thus, the Sanchez house and family 
numbered 272—almost at the end of the survey: 


Tomas A. Sanchez Age 26 Grazier 
Value of real property 
$7,000.00 
Josefa A. Sanchez 2A | 
Juana A. Sanchez 20 All five are listed 
Luisa Sanchez 15 as “single.” 


SS 
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This was, apparently, their usual abode, 


though they maintained both it and the rancho, other re 
as Vicente had done before them. By this time, —Volu 
affluence had increased in the area and there is Library 
no reason to believe that the “Casa de Alto” | charged 
differed much from the following description of was out 
the home in Los Angeles by writer Horace Bel] | found “ 
+1 1852: “with earthen floors covered with costly There i: 
rugs, four-post bedsteads with the costliest lace on 
curtains, these looped up with lace again; the peal 
sefioras and sefioritas dragging massive trains of { Sanchez 
silk and satin over the earthen floor. It must have | 
been an odd mixture of squalor and splendor.” | Sanchez 
The Ayuntamiento of Los Angeles as | —— 


of July 3 was superseded by the City Council. 


(18902 


About this time, the members of th 

Sénchez family began making agreements among 
themselves, further establishing ownership of th 
various properties. Pablo Guadalupe seems 
have eliminated himself by selling all his share 
On July 6, 1852 he sold to Tomas, Felipe 4 
his sisters all his rights by inheritance to Rane 
La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera for $300 
on August 9 he sold all rights to any and 
property real or personal of his grandiath 
Vicente Sanchez, for an additional $9,000 
On October 8, 1852 he sold his shares by in 
tance in Rancho Niguel de Los ‘Alisos de 5 
Rosa to A. F. Coronel for $127.00. For $l 
he turned over to brother-in-law Pedro 
rights to Rancho Sausal Redondo inbe 

through his mother, Acension Avila. On Feb 

3, 1859 for $200.00 he released to his bro 

Felipe, all inheritance rights to the estate © 

maternal grandfather, Antonio Ygnacio 


Felipe Sanchez 16 
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His name does not appear again in 


_ other records, but in “Minutes of Court Sessions 
-—Volume 3” in the Los Angeles County Law 
Library there is a case of a Guadalupe Sanchez 
charged with “committing a public offense.” He 
"was out on bail till Feb. 15, 1858, when he was 
found “not guilty” and the “bail exonerated.” 
There is no way of knowing if this is the same 
_man, as there was so much duplication of names 
_among the Mexican people, especially that of 
_ Sanchez. 


2 There were two weddings in the Juan 
Sanchez family (Rancho Santa Clara del Norte) 
which had bearing on the development of South- 


ern California. 


On April 22, 1852 Juan’s daughter, 


Encarnacion Sanchez, was married to Mal An- 


onio Rodriguez de Poli of Asturias, Spain, at 
ission San Buenaventura by Fr. Pablo J Ma. 
rdaz, with her father and mother as “padrinos” 
id Ysidro Obiols and Guillelmo Graebe as wit- 
es. Don Mal Antonio Poli was a doctor who 
acticed medicine in the Ventura area for many 
ars. 


November 7, 1856, 18 year old daugh- 
Francesca, was married to Angel Gonzalez 
adon, also of Asturias, Spain, at Mission 
Buenaventura, with her sister, Encarnacion 

y Sanchez, and Francisco Menchican as 


(7) Angel Escadon became one of 
Tst state senators from Ventura County in 
hen the large county of Santa Barbara 
ided and the new county formed. Fran- 
assed away in December, 1912 in Los 
3 at the home of her daughter, Mrs. J. M. 
with whom she had been living since the 
f her husband about 25 years earlier. 


Dated 1868, this quaint brand in the 
shape of a heart belonged to Francesca 
Sanchez de Escadon. 


In the Pioneer Museum of Ventura 
County there are portraits, hanging on the rear 
wall, of State Senator Escadon; his wife, Fran- 
cesca; their daughter, Mrs. Barker; and Dr. Mal 
Antonio Poli. 


Esteban de Los Angeles Sanchez, neph- 
ew of Vicente Sanchez, was married at the Los 
Angeles Plaza Church on July 9, 1851 to Maria 
Petronila Feliz, daughter of Juan Feliz and 
Soledad Ortega. They had 9 children, and Maria 
Petronila died on April 29, 1897 in Los Angeles, 
of heart trouble. Their eldest son, Juan Bautista, 
on November 25, 1887, at Mission San Buena- 
ventura, married his distant cousin, Rosa Esca- 
don, daughter of Francesca Sanchez and Angel 
Escadon. 


This family record is included here 
because of a legend regarding Maria Petronila 
and the land of present day Griffith Park, pub- 
lished in the Herald-Examiner newspaper on 
May 3, 1964, and broadcast on the “Ralph Story’ 
Los Angeles” television program. Some historians 
have doubted that there was a Maria Petronila 
Feliz! The Herald-Examiner’s version of the 
legend, based on story of Horace Bell in his book, 
“More About Early Times,” reads: 


“In its day, the ranch of Don Antonio © 


Feliz had been the showplace of the Western 
world. In all California these 8000 acres north- 
west of Los Angeles held precedence as a veri- 
table paradise on earth. The cattle on those 
hundred hills were always fattest, and lands 
most fertile; the oaks grandest; the water coolest; 


(1) From old newspaper clippings in “Bowman’s Scrapbook” 
at Los Angeles Public Library. 
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vineyard, orchard and cornfield the most pro- 


ductive and the meadows greenest. 


“As for Don Antonio himself, he 
seemed the most fortunate of men. At least, he 
seemed so until the day in 1863 when he lay, 
alone and dying of smallpox in a room of his 


magnificent hacienda. 


“Plis sister-in-law, Soledad Feliz, and 
his adored niece, Dofia Petronila, had been sent 
to stay with friends in the nearby city tor fear 
of their being snfected. In their stead were two 
neighbor worthies, Don Antonio Coronel and his 
cousin, Don Inocente. Just 20 feet from the cham- 
ber of the dying man these two sat laboriously 
writing a long document, a last will and testa- 
ment. It left the bedding and moveables to the 
sister-in-law, Soledad; plus 12 mares, a pinto 
stallion and colts to a godson, Juan Sanchez. 
And to the niece, Petronila — always publicly 
acknowledged by Feliz as his chiet heir — noth- 


ing at all! 


“The new main beneficiary, not unex 
pectedly, was none other than his old friend, Don 
Antonio Coronel and that gentleman wasted no 
time in having the will probated — less than 24 
hours after Feliz’ death. And then the self-made 


heir sat down in the library to await the return 


of the Feliz family. 


“Soledad, a gentle soul, accepted the 
fait accompli of her impoverishment. Not s0, 
Petronila. The girl was only 17, beautiful, well- 
educated and of strong will and passion. She 
heard Don Coronel out with icy calm and then, 


her back to the sinking sun, fxed him with a 
purest malevolence. Her words rang 


glare of 
hard and terribly true: 


«“ ‘Senor, do not dare speak until I have 
fnished! This 1s what I hurl upon your head: 
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Your falsity shall be your ruin! The substance ed in its 

of the Feliz family shall be your curse! The law- | his lite 

yer who assisted in your infamy, and the judge, }  viction 

shall fall beneath the same curse. The one shall } seen the 

die untimely, the other in blood and violence! 4 the risin 

You, senor, shall know misery in old age and { 

although you die rich, your substance shall go { 

to vile persons! A blight shall fall on the face | —like I 
| from the 


of this rancho. The cattle shall sicken, the fields A 
wither, the great oaks die! The wrath of heaven 
and the vengeance of hell shall come upon thi 
place... ay! And floods! Myriad demons shall 
ride the storm clouds like vaqueros, and the fir 
of heaven sear the very earth... .!’ 


Blight, f 


his ostri 
running 


“And then she fell unconscious. 


“Within an hour, the girl was dead, 
and Don Antonio Coronel laughed loud at her 


curse. Yet, the words were not forgotten. 


“Coronel did, indeed, die rich; but 
misery. In old age he took a young Amer! 
wife, who deceived him with a gigolo whom 
married after his death. They immediately 
out over her inheritance, squabbled endless! 
the courts, and their ‘substance’ went to lawy 


“As to the land, again Petronila’s W 


held force. 


“The first purchaser was the fab 
E. J. ‘Lucky’ Baldwin, always s° fortuna 
his other enterprises. The Feliz ranch W? 
frst big flop. He improved the place res® 
of expense. But his cattle sickened and diet 
dairy failed. Grasshoppers got the gree 
Vineyards died of a mysterious blight. At? 
he was forced to mortgage the land, 
afterward, it went for the mortgage: 


“Next came ‘Baron’ Griffith J 
But in March of 1884 a great storm lashe' 
upon him from the Big Tujunga: and floot 


, 


hetevce di in its wake. Griffith escaped at midnight with 
he law- his life and little else—except a lifelong con- 
> judge, vyiction (confided to a few friends) that he had 
ne shall | seen the shade of Don Antonio Feliz whipping 
tolence! | the rising waters. 
age and t - “Stout soul that he was, Griffith tried 
shall go —like Baldwin before him—to wring a profit 
the face from the accursed land. Nothing seemed to work. 
fields Blight, flood and fire took their toll again. Even 
heaven his ostrich farm collapsed because the birds kept 
pon this | running mad and dashing themselves to death in 
ms shall the night. Woodchoppers refused to work the 
| the fire tuins of the oaks. They would not stay on the 
' at night. 
As. |. “And Griffith himself avoided his prop- 
as dead, any except by daylight. 
dat her f “Finally, with taxes on the useless land 
a. eating him out of house and bankroll, he hit upon 
h: but in the excellent plan of donating the place to the 
‘ mnavican a park. And the city accepted with alacrity. 


ave the city fathers ever had case to regret 
decision. 


jlessly in 


1 J “Only the firemen of Los Angeles have 
1 lawyers. 


sional second thoughts. For ever since young 
ila hurled her words of damnation, that 
has been the darling of fire. On a rough 
year cycle, to this very day, the city fire depart- 
s called to toil and sweat—again and again 
the flames which seem hungry for the trees 
th Park. And almost always the reported 
the same—lightning. The ‘fire of heaven’ 


. fabulo 


‘tunate 


died. the very earth.” 

sen C 

At len Horace Bell, in his “reminiscences of 
d not | ger” tells of his impressions of the city, of 


0 which he was invited and a rodeo he 
, which all involve the Sanchez family: 


- Page 10—‘“‘Los Angeles at the time 
trival was certainly a nice looking place 


—the houses, generally, looked neat and clean 
and were well whitewashed. There were three 
two-story adobe houses in the city, the most impor- 
tant of which is the present residence of Mrs. Bell, 
widow of the late Captain Alexander Bell; then 
the Temple building, a substantial two-story at 
the junction of Main and Spring Streets; and the 
old “Casa Sanchez’ on what is now Sanchez Street. 
The lower walls of the latter are still there (1881) 
—the house having been razed. The business of 
the place was very considerable; the most of the 
merchants were Jews and all seemed to be doing 
a paying business. The fact was, they were all 
getting rich. The streets were thronged through- 
out the entire day with splendidly mounted and 
richly dressed caballeros, most of whom wore 


suits of clothes that cost all the way from $500.00 © 


to $1,000.00 with saddle and horse trappings 
that cost even more. Of one of the Lugos, I re- 
member, was said his horse equipment cost over 
$2,000.00. Everybody in Los Angeles seemed 
rich, everybody was rich and money was more 
plentiful at that time than in any other place 
of like size, I venture to say, in the world.” 


Pages 79 & 80—“‘Soon after my arrival 
in Los Angeles it was my good fortune to attend 
a first-class ball at the house of Don José Antonio 
Carrillo, a first-class citizen, one who had been 
honored with a seat in the Sovereign Congress 
of Mexico. He had also been the military head 
of the country. The ball was the first of the season 
and was attended by the elite of the country from 
San Diego to Monterey. The dancing hall was 
large with a floor as polished as a bowling saloon. 
The music was excellent—one splendid perform- 
er on an immense harp. 


“The assembed company was not ele- 
gant—it was surpassingly brilliant. The dresses 
of both ladies and gentlemen could not be sur- 
passed in expensive elegance. The fashions of 
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the gringo world had made little innovation on 
the gorgeous and expensive attire of the country 
as to the gentlemen; while the ladies were re- 
splendent in all the expanse of fashion that could 
be supplied by unlimited resources. The writer 
had read Major Emery’s book on California, in 
which, after lauding the California horsemen 
above the Comanche Indian and Bedouin Arab, 
he went on to say, ‘the ladies excelled in dancing 
more so than did the men in horsemanship.’ 


“Being thus prepared, the writer ex- 

pected to witness reasonably elegant Terpsi- 
chorean performances, but the dancing on that 
occasion was something more than elegant, it was 
wonderful, while the most dignified and staid 
decorum was observed to the end of the festivi- 
ties, which broke up about two o’clock in the 
morning. It was at this ball that I first met my 
old Ranger comrade, Captain J. Q. A. Stanley. 
Among other distinguished characters at the ball 
were the celebrated Juan Bandini, a learned man 
of the country; Doctor Don Ricardo Den of 
generous and chivalrous memory, who, being a 

subject of Great Britain during the war with 

Mexico, gave his services gratuitously to both 

sides in the war and deservedly won the love 

and gratitude of all; and Don Tomas Sanchez, 

a true son of chivalry, who had wielded a good 


lance at San Pasqual.” 


Under Spanish law, petition had to be 
be made to the Ayuntamiento for use of a parcel 
of land. An example is the request of Antonio 
Maria Lugo found in the Archives of the pre- 
fecture of Los Angeles. Translation: 


TO THE HONORABLE PREFECT 
OF THE SECOND DISTRICT: 

I, Antonio Maria Lugo, a resident 
of this city, appear before your Honor 
in the manner most in conformity with 


law and say: 


That being aware that the author. 
ities have given their consent to pro- 
vide other lands to the Indians to build 
their houses on as for the peace and 
order of the pueblo it is not advisable 
for them to remain where they now 
live, I request your Honor to please 
srant me said land so that I may plant 
an orchard and a vineyard and culti- 
vate same in a manner beneficial to 


society and my family. 


The aforesaid land consists ot 180 
varas in length by 200 in width and 
is bounded by the orchard of Don Juan 
Domingo and the cultivated fields of 
Don Vicente Sanchez. It will damage 
neither one nor the other, and | will 
see that the roads are properly kept 
for public trafhic. 


Therefore, I ask and beg that You 
Honor grant my request, for whic 
favor I shall be grateful. 


Los Angeles, February 15, 1842 
ANTONIO MARIA LUGO 


I do not know how to sign. 


According to the treaty by which 
capitulated to the invading Americans, i 
agreed that the American government W 
recognize ownership of the ranchos and 
lands, but clear title had to be proved b 
the General Land Office of the United States 
the Commissioners sitting on a board in th 
of San Francisco, to hear the individual p 
land claims. Many of the Mexicans ha 
careless about keeping documentary evi 
and were unable to show proof of owners! 


Don Tomas and his brothers and! 
through their attorney J. Lancaster Bren! 


author- petition on October 29, 1852, for 6/7 of 


to pro- ancho La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera. It is 
to build ecorded as Case + 427. 

ace and 

Svitcable On November 6, Vicente’s widow, Vic- 


ley now | Soria Higuera, and her new husband, Casildo 

) please Aguilar, filed their claim to one-half of the 
same rancho. They were represented by J. P. 
Scott of the firm of Scott and Granger. This 
case is numbered 458. 


ay plant 
1d culti- 
ficial to 


. Various corroborating witnesses were 
) called to San Francisco and questioned, among 
| them were Abel Stearns, Basilio Valdez, Juan 
Yon Juan ‘Maria Sepulveda, Julian Chavez, Augustin 
fields of | Olvero, J. J. Warner, Nepomuceno Baro, and 
damage \ Manuel Lopez. 
dIwill |. 
rly kept 


s of 180 
idth and 


The claims were based on Vicente 
anchez’s will, the Petition to Governor Michel- 
rena for title of ownership, and the grant of 
tle by Micheltorena on May 16, 1843. By 
ipulation, the parties agreed that division 
1ould be an undivided one-half interest each 
) Victoria and to the grandchildren. 


hat Your 
yr which 


On July 10, 1855, the Board of Com- 
lssioners issued their Opinion and Decree 
onfirming the Rancho La Ciénega o Paso de la 
Vera to these claimants. Copy of this Opinion 
ecree, as well as copy of Vicente’s Petition 
Micheltorena and the Governor’s grant of title 


nd 6 all to be found in the Appendix of this book. 


December 11, 1856, Publicus Ord, 
ales, \ ey for the United States, filed a Petition 

w and reverse the decision of the Board 
id Commissioners, but by February 2, 1857 
nited States decided not to act on the appeal 
ne Commissioners’ Decree was ruled valid. 


It can easily be understood that the 
€s in these cases were high, and at first 
the appeal by the United States would 


appear to be excessive legal maneuvering. How- 
ever, through the years it has been proved that 
titles which were guaranteed in this manner by 
the courts could not later be voided. 
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Again quoting Major Horace Bell— 
“Reminiscences of a Ranger” or “Early Times 
in Southern California”: 


Page 300—“ In May I was invited to 
attend a grand rodeo (which means gathering 
of cattle) which was to take place on the San 
Joaquin Rancho, 42 miles east of Los Angeles; 
so, in company with a fellow-gringo, I betook 
myself thither, arriving late in the afternoon. 
Reaching the ranch house, I was surprised at the 
numbers present; rancheros from all parts of the 
county, and from San Diego, either in person, 
followed by a troop of retainers, or by their rep- 
resentatives, the majordomos. The Machados of 
La Ballona, the Picos from San Fernando and 
San Diego, the Dominguez, the Septilvedas of 
Palos Verdes, the Lugos from everywhere, the 
Avilas of Tahauta, Centinela and Aliso; the 
Sanchez of La Ciénega, the Ocampos, the Cotas, 
Stearns, Rowlands, Reeds, Williams, the Yorbas 
of Santa Ana and the Temples of Puente and 
Cerritos—all were there—a larger army than 
that with which Andres Pico so roughly handled 
General Kearney at San Pascual and placed 
thirty-two of his troopers hors de combat. All 
were there—with their trains, to separate and 
drive to their respective ranchos whatever cattle 
may have strayed to the confines of San Joaquin. 


“When I unsaddled I could see groups 
of dozens here and there, seated upon and sur- 
rounding a blanket spread upon the ground, en- 
gaged in the national game of monte. These were 
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the vaquero servants. At the house I found Don 
José Sepulveda, the owner of San Joaquin, with 
dignified courtesy receiving the visitors to the 
rodeo; Don José’s residence, however, being in 
the city. The ranchmen were busy in dealing out 
beef and other comestibles to the vaqueros and 
the house emitted the odors of cookery, for the 
patrons and major-domos must be entertained as 
becomes their quality. Fully a hundred persons 
sup at the ranch table, after which conversation 
commences and is kept up until long after the 
writer has passed the boundary of dreamland. 
Before daylight, however, the whole camp is astir 
and when I take my coffee scarce a man is to 
be seen, all having gone to the fields to form 
the rodeo for the day's work. By nine o’clock, 
30,000 head of horned cattle are brought into 
one herd and surrounded by vaqueros, armed 
with the terrible riata, and now the work of 
separation and marking begins.” 


In his book, “60 Years in Southern 
California,” Harris Newmark has the following 


anecdote: 


“Nearly all influential Mexicans were 
Democrats so that this party easily controlled 
the political situation; from which circumstances 
a certain brief campaign ended in a most amus- 


ing manner. 


“It happened that Thomas H. Work- 
man, brother of Wm. H., once ran for County 
Clerk, although he was not a Democrat. Billy 
was naturally much interested in his brother's 
candidacy and did what he could to help him. 
On the evening before election he rented a 
corral—located near what is now Macy Street 
and Mission Road—on property later used by 
Charles F., father of Alfred Stearn; and there, 
with the assistance of some friends, he herded 
together about 100 docile although illegal voters, 


and by supplying fire-water liberally, at length 
led them into the state of bewilderment necessary 
for such an occasion. 


“The Democrat leaders, however, hav- 
ing learned of this magnificent coup, put their 
heads together and soon resolved to thwart Billy’s 
plan. In company with some prominent Mexican 
politicians, led by Tomas Sanchez, they loaded 
themselves into a stage and visited the corral; 
and once arrived there, those that could made 
such flowery stump speeches in the native lan- 
guage of the horde that in 15 or 20 minutes they | 
had stampeded the whole band! Billy entered — 
a vigorous protest, saying that the votes were | 
his and that it was a questionable and even a 
damnable trick; but all his protests were of no 
avail; the bunch of corralled votes had been 


captured in a body by the opposition, deciding 


most of whom were Indians, kept them all night, 
| 


the contest.” 


This story is interesting because whel 
Tomas Sanchez was elected Sheriff of Los Angele 
County in 1859, he ran on the Republican tic 
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“Minutes of Court Sessions” —Volt 
3, Pages 68-71 found in the Los Angeles Cot 
Law Library includes the following case: 


Tomas A. Sanchez; Josefa Sa 

Juana, wife of Manuel Enriques and An 
Coronel, her nearest friend. 
-VS.- | 

Pedro Antonio Avila, Guardian 

persons and estate of Felipe Sanchez, and 
Sanchez; Manuel Enriques, and Casildo 4 


and Victoria, his wife. 


| night, 
length 


cessary 
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This case is dated April 11, 1854 and 

“has to do with division of the property at Calle 
de los Negros; and the vineyard bounded by 
Vignes Domingo and Reyes, which contains 
“a house, a large number of vines, fences, trees, 
Bete. *’ Their uncle, Pedro Avila, was named Guard- 


| ian of Eeupe and Luisa, “infants of under 14 
’ by appointment of the Probate 


Court of Los Angeles County. The vineyard was 


| _years of age,’ 


leased to Alexander Bell, to expire on January 
3 2, 1855. The case was heard by Benjamin Hayes, 
‘District J udge. 


The court decided that the five grand- 
bhildren of Vicente Sanchez would be sole owners 


-% 


\ of both tracts of land; that the Calle de los Negros 
property could not be divided and ordered it 
| sold at public auction in front of the Court House 
oor at 1] A.M. on July 17 by the referees 
ugustin Olvera, Manuel Requena and James 
\. Barton. Terms of sale were to be 1/3 down, 
/3 payable in 3 months and the balance in 6 
months from date of sale, bearing 2% per month 
interest from the date of the sale until paid; and 
that the vineyard be partitioned in 5 equal parts, 
erence being made to the quantity and quality, 
ue of the house and fruit trees, etc. 


“Minutes of the Probate Court”—Book 
, Page 145—Pedro Antonio Abila petitioned 

ermission to sign, in behalf of his wards, 
tracts made for the division of the property 
owned with Tomas, Juana and Josefa. A. F. 
nel, Manuel Clemente, Rojo and José Sepil- 
named as appraisers of the value of the 


. Pedro A. Avila was required to post 
of $12,000.00. 


By- -passing the above court order, the 
ers and sisters sold to Josefa the vineyard 


8 #1 on Ord’s Map, described: 


“Land fronting on two sides on the 
road that passes William Wolfskill’s vineyard 
and the road that crosses the river and passes 
to the Mesa, bounded at present on its northern 
side by lands of Juan Domingo and on its eastern 
side by the land of Louis Vignes, being 1444’, 
more or less, long and about 600’, more or less, 
broad, together with all appurtenances.” 


As previously reported, Tomds was 
already using two cattle brands, yet 
he asked for and was granted the use 
of this cattle brand as of August 29, 
1854 by recorder John W. Shore, with 
the notation that Sdnchez cattle range 
was Rancho o Paso de la Tijera. 


In a further series of exchanges, Josefa, 
Felipe, Juana and her husband, Manuel Enriques, 
sold to Tomas their shares in the “Sanchez prop- 
erty’ on Calle de los Negros. By November 27, 
1857 the transactions were completed in the 
following manner: 


“Luisa Sanchez and her husband, Pedro 
Romo, transferred to Tomas title to the balance 
of the parcel of land known as ‘Sanchez Prop- 
erty,’ described: Fronting 125’ 4”, more or less, 
on the western side of Calle de los Negros, run- 
ning back towards Main Street 224’, more or less, 
with a breadth on its lower line of 161’, more or 
less, bounded on its southern side by the lot occu- 
pied by Ygnacio Coronel and the upper side by 
the lots of Dofia Francesca de O’Campo and Dofia 
Ramona Serrano de Sepiilveda, the whole thereof 
now under enclosure, together with the improve- 
ments thereon, and, whereas, the said Tomas and 
said Luisa are anxious to make partition thereof, 
whereby the whole of said ‘Sanchez Property’ 
shall belong to the said Tomas except for the 
following described property: Commencing at 
the upper corner of said entire lot in the Calle 
de los Negros at the boundary line of Dofia 
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Francisca Uribe O’Campo, thence running on 
the front of said Calle de los Negros southward 
56’ 7” so as to include the house up to the gate 
and southern wall of said houses and no further, 
thence southwesterly and back towards Main 
Street 75’, thence northerly and in line with the 
said Calle de los Negros 56’ 7”, thence east- 
wardly 70’ to the commencement together. with 
improvements thereon which said described par- 


cel shall belong to the said Luisa.” 


By this transaction Luisa released to 
Tomas and his heirs the balance of the parcel 
known as “Sanchez Property.” Luisa signed by 
her mark. (Page 790, Book 3 of Deeds at Los 
Angeles County Recorder’s office). 


1850 


Items in the Los Angeles “Star”? news- 
1856 told of the threatened attack 
upon Los Angeles by a mob of “the lowest and 
most abandoned Sonoranians and Mexicans,” and 
the murder of Sheriff Barton’s posse by the 
Flores-Daniel band, illustrating the then lawless 
and disorganized condition of society: 


(7)—“A MAN KILLED—GREAT EXCITE- 


MENT IN LOS ANGELES— 


THE CITIZENS IN ARMS— 
THREATENED ATTACK ON THE TOWN” 


paper in July, 


« Several gentlemen rode up, from 
time to time, to the hill where the insurgents 
were drawn up to remonstrate with them on the 
madness of their course; but if they succeeded 
with a part of the crowd their efforts were imme- 
diately counteracted by the captain, a French- 
man, who ordered them to leave on their peril. 
Amongst those gentlemen who endeavored to 
disperse the mob we have heard that Messrs. Juan 


Padilla, Tomas Sanchez, José Rubio and Pedro 


Romo (Tomas’ brother-in-law ) were conspicuous. 


“From nine o’clock the Sheriff, the City 
Marshall and his deputies were unceasing in their 


efforts to gain information of the movements of 


the mob and arranging plans for their reception. 
These gentlemen exposed themselves freely to 
ascertain who composed the mob or by whom 


they were led. 


“Between nine and ten o’clock a party 
of banditti called at the residence of the Roman 
Catholic Priest and while one or two engaged 
him in conversation, the others ransacked the 
house and carried off about a dozen stand of 
arms and small brass cannon. No information 


of this outrage reached the Sheriff, D. W. Alex- 
ander, till the next day.” 


During the chase of many days for 


these desperados over a large part of Southe 
California, from Ventura to San Juan Capistrano 


one item in the Los Angeles “Star” reported: 


“On Monday, the 26th ult., Don Andres 
Pico started from town with nineteen 
fornians, the men armed with lances. At 
Rancho of Don Pio Pico they obtained twe 
five other men, but not having sufficient 4 
for the whole number, selected thirty-five 
and started for San Juan. At the Ranch of } 
José Septlveda they got five more men ant 
San Juan obtained eleven men, making, 1 
a company of fifty-one men. 
frou 


Monte at San Juan they joined the Calito 
and Don Andres held a consultation with 
as to the plan of action. His suggestions 
adopted and the two companies acted in ¢ 


(1) From “Cattle on 4 Thousand Hills” by R. G. Clelat 


roughout the whole affair. By the aid and in- 
uence of Don Andres a party of Indians, num- 


Pedro 


cuous. 
ering forty-three men, under their captain, 
ie City | Manuelito, of the Potrero was secured, by whose 
ntheir | gid the mountain passes were effectually watched 
oats of and guarded. 
eption. — ; 
ely t = The first step taken was to send Indian 
ecleahe spies into the mountains to find the camp of the 
| robbers. One of the runners returned before dark 
the same day and reported that the camp was 
aparty | situated at the head of the Cafiada de Santiago. 
Roman) Asecond spy came during the night and reported 
ngaged ‘to Don Andres that he had conversed with one 
ced the | of the band, Antonio Ma. Varelas (Chino) who 
rand of } sent word to Don Andres to place his men in 
mation ) acertain position and he would be sure to catch 
T, Alex- the whole gang. The moon, however, going down 
at an early hour prevented the execution of the 
n. Early next morning the party marched to 
ays for 
Place designated, but as they were taking up 
mame position, Flores crept to an overhanging 
ee, ck, observed the movement, and commenced a 
ted: at into the mountain fastnesses. Don Andres 
, Andres en charged up the mountain after him, Flores 


iving Chino before him with his gun leveled 


At the im. The Chino was prevented by Flores from 
twenty ining the Californians till the arrival of Dr. 
nt arms sitry’s party of Americans, when, being en- 


d in arraying his men, Chino effected his 
pe to Don Tomas Sanchez. Shots were ex- 
iged by the parties, but at too great distance 
ike effect. 


“In the early part of the week a report 
sd this city that a band of robbers had made 
nt on certain ranches in Santa Barbara 
and carried off over 100 head of horses 
oore’s ranch, San Cayetano, and the 
€z ranch on Santa Clara River.” 


The Sanchez ranch on Santa Clara 
sland ce elonged to Juan Sanchez, Vicente’s broth- 


er. Note: Juan Flores was finally caught, tried 
and executed in February 1857. Pancho Daniel 
was lynched in December 1858. 


ATS i 


This year Jas. F. Burns ran on the 
Republican ticket against Tomas Sanchez for 
Sheriff. Burns won the election. 


On November 3, Casildo Aguilar and 
Victoria Higuera sold to William Wolfskill, for 
$6,500.00, the vineyard “near that of Dona 
Benancia Sotelo” marked #2 on the Ord Map; 
and on October 9, 1862 Casildo Aguilar and 
Victoria sold to Prosper Larcade, for $2,000.00, 
all their right, title, claim or interest in or to 
Rancho La Ciénega. These monies meant com- 
fortable living. And Casildo Aguilar had a repu- 
tation of not having much taste for work. 


A1858 


October 14, Tomas started picking up 
“rights.” For $2,000.00 he bought from Pedro 
Avila (his uncle) any share he might have in 
the estate of his father, Antonio Ygnacio Avila. 
On April 30, 1860 he bought for $575.00 all 
goods of Pedro Avila, and during the following 
10 years he picked up the shares of interest in 
Rancho Sausal Redondo as follows: 


June 4, 1865—for $2,000.00 from 
Pedro Avila 


September 5, 1868—for $100.00 from 


Francesco and Juan Vejar 


October 23, 1868—for $200.00 from 
Maria Avila, Felipe Sanchez and 
Juana Sanchez de Enriques. 
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October 21, 1868—tor $100.00 from 


Francesca Avila and her husband, 


José Septuilveda. 


December 11, 1868—for $90.00 from 
Macedonio Aguilar (Felipe’s share ) 
and Josefa and Jose Perez, her 


husband. 
Although there is this much detail 


recorded, no information was found as to what 
Tomas did with title to these properties. 


While no record was found, it is be- 
lieved that Felipe married Marta Avila, as their 
names appear together in several instances. Also, 
on April 3, 1858, they were godparents for two 
Pima Indians who were baptized at the Los 
Angeles Plaza Church. Adam was 13 years old 
and Paula 15. It was the custom in those days 
for the “patron” to sponsor such of their Indian 
servants as were baptized. Names of other mem- 
bers of the family appear in early records in 
this role. 

There is nothing further learned of 
Felipe, but it has been thought that he ran the 
ranching operations at Rancho La Ciénega 0 Paso 
de la Tijera for Tomas. Burned into the door 
frame of one room of the standing 
larger adobe is a cattle brand, stated 
to have been that of Felipe, consisting 
of a yoke and stirrups. 


A1859 


(1) After the Flores incident, Don 
Andres Pico was named Brigadief General of 
the National Guard and Don Tomas A. Sanchez 
was made Sheriff of Los Angeles County “so 
great was the feeling of gratitude of the gringos” 
for their efforts. His appointment was effective 


September 7, 1859 and he served until September | 


4, 1868. I 
Don Tomas was described as a “cab- 

allero of high standing, beloved and respected 

by all’—‘‘a man of great bravery—with 10 or {| ( 

15 men opposed to him, he was in his element” | 

and “a true son of chivalry.” His lasting fame 

was based upon his prowess as an officer of the ‘ 

law in crucial times. 


s 


Saturday, August 22, 1859 issue of 
the “Los Angeles Star’’ newspaper showed a list 
of men running for election under the Republican 
ticket and Tomas Sanchez’ name 1s shown as their 
candidate for Sheriff. Saturday, September 10 
the newspaper gave the results of the election: 
Joseph H. Smith—317 votes; Tomas A. SAnchez 
__579 votes; and F. H. Alexander—225 vote 
A final count of the entire county publishe 


October 1, shows: 
- Joseph H. Smith — 815 votes 


Tomas A. Sanchez — 938 votes 


F. H. Alexander — 439 votes 


County Supervisors elected at the sat 
time were: Abel Stearns, R. B. Moore, Crist 
Aguilar, A. F. Coronel and Gabriel Allen, 
cating that while the area was fast beco! 
Americanized, some of the earlier Mexican } 
ers still held the confidence of the electoral 


Another article in the October 8° 
states: “Mr. T. Sanchez, our new Sher 
we understand, appointed Mr. : 
Undersheriff, and Mr. A. L. Rountree / 
Sheriff. These are excellent appointme? 
will give satisfaction to the people of the ¢ 
» by Ma ; 


(1) From “In Pursuit of Vanished Days 
written in 1928-30. 


Beginning in November, the “Star” 
| published delinquent tax lists and showed Tomas 
1 A. Sanchez, Sheriff and ex-officio Tax Collector. 


‘tember 


a “‘cab- 
spected b (7) In those days the duties of Tax 
110 or |. Collector were included in the office of Sheriff. 
ement” In those days, too, the office of Sheriff 
g fame | _ was a one-year job and the man had to run for 
: of the | election each year. As result, Tomas Sanchez was 
P elected more times than any sheriff before or 
sane of | since—7 succeeding times. 
‘d es list : During 1861, Wm. Cross Warren was 
‘ublican ; (a deputy under Sheriff Sdnchez- Wm. Warren, 
as their | who had come to California in 1850 from Buffalo, 
aber 10 N. Y., had married Juanita Lopez, a descendant 
cia _of Ignacio Lopez, who had come to California 
Sanchez | with Portola and Fr. Junipero Serra. Wm. War- 
5 votes. — . en was grandfather of the beloved, recently 
iblished deceased Sheriff Eugene Biscailuz. 

As an aside of life in the pueblo-be- 
tes oming-city in these days, among the notices in 
_ the “Star” on March 12, 1859 it is stated that 

Messrs. Beaudry and Marchessault (later mayor 
tes of Los Angeles) had contracts to bring ice from 
— the mountains 50 miles away. It was packed 
‘ristobals town by 30 or 40 mules to the canyon where 


wagons could pick it up and deliver to the town. 
ere it was cut into blocks of 100 pounds, there- 
‘permitting the luxury of ice in the summer. 


an, indi- 


Further, on Saturday evening, October 
Beaudry and Marchessault opened an ice 
eam saloon on Main Street opposite the Mont- 
mery House, “fitted up in the most convenient, 
sant and fashionable style.” 


While Tomas was busy in the activities 
1¢ town and county, some of his cousins, 
r through lack of understanding of the lan- 
se or laws, were delinquent on their taxes 


ridenced by the lists published in the “‘Star” 


in 1859. Martin Sanchez owed $3.50 on a lot on 
the east side of San Pedro Road, bounded on the 
north by land of Lazaro Vejar. It had an adobe 
house on it, the total value being $700.00. Maria 
Antonia Sanchez owed $5.50 on a lot on the west 
side of Trinity Street, bounded on the south by 
Fuentes. It contained an adobe house and furni- 
ture, valued at $1,100.00. It is hoped they paid 
their taxes and retained their properties. 


—(1 360 


The 1860 Census of Los Angeles show- 
ed in House #290, Family #250, presumably 
at the Calle de los Negros location: 


Age 
Tomas A. Sanchez 35 Sheriff 
Value of property: 
Real $8,000.00 
Personal 1,000.00 
Maria Sepilveda 30 
Vicente Sanchez 2 
Peter Sanchez 1 
Estefina 12 Indian servant 


The pueblo was growing. At the time of this 
census 1059 houses were listed. 


An old newspaper clipping, found at 
Los Angeles City Library, contained the follow- 
ing anecdote: 


“In the early 60’s, during a celebration 
of the great patriotic Mexican fiesta on the 16th 
of September, the Spanish Guards were prepar- 
ing for a parade at their quarters on Upper Main 
Street near the Cristobal Aguilar home. Don 
Tomas was Sheriff at the time. Riding down the 
street on horseback he noticed that while the 
Mexican colors were raised, the American flag 


(1) From Wm. R. Hinkle of L. A. County Sheriff's Office, 
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was not flying. He grimly demanded an explana- 
tion from those who were responsible, and not 
receiving a satisfactory reply, wheeled his horse 
and, uncoiling his riata, rode up the street a 
short distance, turned and returned at full speed, 
casting his riata, as he passed the suardhouse, 
over the staff supporting the flag, jerking it from 
its position and dragging it after him up the 
street. Needless to say, Old Glory soon flung 
out her colors.” 


Book IIJ—2 Court of Sessions—Vol- 
ume 4—Special term 8-5-59 to 5-6-63—dated 
1]-16-1859—there is a case reported: 


The People -vs- José Antonio Sanchez. 
Charge of Grand Larceny. 


Briefly, it reported: Witness James W. 
Waters failed to appear because of illness of 
his wife. Defendant out on bail. 


Bench Warrant for his arrest, bail set 
at $1,000.00. Defense Attorney was I. S. Brent. 
Indicted 11-23-59. On 11-29-59 pleaded “not 
guilty.” Set for trial 12-6-1859. 12-1-59 witness 
heard. Jury reports on the verdict: “We have 
not, nor is it possible that we can ever arrive, 
at a verdict.” Jury discharged until next day. 
Presiding Judge W. G. Dryden. Second jury 
accepted, I. I. Nieto, José Rubio, Martin Sanchez 
and L. Lopez testified on behalf of defendant. 
Next day Francisco O’Campo and Yno del Valle 
also testified for defendant. Jury finds defendant 
“not guilty.”’ Defendant is ordered discharged 
and his bail exonerated. 


March 13, 1860 — José A. Sanchez 
again brought up for grand larceny. March 15, 
1860 — charge dismissed. 


This could be José Antonio Sanchez, 
Vicente’s brother, or José Antonio Sanchez — 
Esteban’s son, because of the witnesses who were 


called: Martin Sanchez, a cousin, F. O’Campo 
and Ygnacio del Velle, neighbors. 


A 18601 *- 


The newspaper, “Los Angeles Star,” 
of 1861 has several notations referring to this 
family: 


February 2 issue reported: “We learn 
by recent correspondence from Sonora that our 
late fellow-citizen Col: Romo (Luisa Sanchez’ 
husband) is taking a very active part with the 
Gandaristas against Governor Pesqueira. He has 
about 600 Yaqui Indians under his command, 
it is reported, and seems to have completely 
‘seceded’ from the Mexican authorities. Chas. 
B. Hale, Esq. left this city in company with the | 
Colonel but we have not heard of his taking up ; 
military life.” | 


April 20: “Our fellow-citizen Col. 3 
Pedro Romo is again among us having passed | 
unscathed through the active scenes in Sonora ; 
with which he has been connected for some time 
past. We understand he intends to return soo! 
to the field of his late exploits.” 


Later, another item stated that th 
Congress of Sonora was granting amnesty fo 
political offenders in the past revolutions wl 
the exception of the Yaquis and Mayos and thei 
leaders, among whom was listed Don Pedro Rom 


February 23 listed the men named fo 


Judges of the Plains for Los Angeles. Am 
the list was Tomas A. Sanchez. 


March 2: “By recent act of the C 
mon Council a new street has been declare! 
commencing at Aliso opposite the Northern 
tion of Arcadia Block, passing through the Pp?! 


ampo | 2 erty of Messrs. Coronel, Sanchez, Pico and others 
_ and terminating at the Plaza, to be called Sanchez 
: _ Street; and already has the work of opening the 
| . same been commenced. We trust the policy of 
L the Council thus inaugurated will not stop at 
| this, but will extend to other localities where 
| the wants of our citizens quite as much require 
Star,” ¥: 
_ such beneficial measures. 
o this : 
| : Item: “A most brutal murder took 
eas | : place on November 15 on the desert not far from 
“eon * : Los Angeles, but was avenged in a few days. 
nchez’ : ‘A poor miner named R. A. Hester was 
ith the fatally attacked by a boldest ruffian known as 
te has Boston Daimwood, while some confederates, in- 
mand, } _ cluding the criminals, Chase Ybarra and Olivas, 
pletely stood by to prevent interference. In a few hours, 
Chas. ] officers and citizens were in the saddle in pursuit 
ith the of the murder band; for Daimwood had boasted 
me UY at Hester was but the first of several of our 
itizens to whom he intended to pay his respects. 
wa ‘““Daimwood and his three companions 
ee ere captured and lodged in jail and on the 
i vai Ist of November, 200 or more armed vigilantes 
ss ant orced the jail doors, seized the scoundrels and 


langed them from the Portico of the old City 
dall on Spring Street. 


“Tomas Sanchez, the Sheriff, talked of 
anizing a posse comitatus to arrest the com- 
ttee leaders; but so positive was the public 


itiment as reflected in the newspapers in sup- 
rt of the summary executions that nothing 
ther was heard of the threat.” 


—( 1662 *~ 


Book 4 of Deeds at the County Re- 
er’s ofce—pages 127, 128 and 129 records 


transaction to straighten the lines of the lots from 
overlapping frontages on the east side of Main 
Street and allow additional alleyway and front- 
age for Tomas Sdnchez. He paid $75.00 each 
to his neighbors—William H. Perry and Jos. 
D. Brady, on one side, and D. Marchessault and 
J. N. Padilla, on the other. 


Book 5 of Deeds, page 591, tells of 
another change in the property: “For $20.00, 
Tomas sold to William Abbott a strip of land 
37° x 2’, bounded on the southwest by the new 
street commonly called Sdnchez Street, which 
runs from Arcadia Street to the Plaza, bounded 
on the northeast by the lot of Pio Pico, on the 
southwest by the lot of William H. Perry and 
Wallace Woodworth and on the southeast by 
the old adobe wall which separated the lot of 
William Abbott from the lot of Tomas Sanchez 


before the new street was opened in place of 


the wall.” 


During these days, despite the efforts 
of Sheriff Tomds and his men, there was much 
lawlessness. Citizens went around armed with 
bowie knives, navy revolvers, Sharp’s rifles and 
carbines and double-barrel shotguns; 50 to 60 
murders a year were common. In the fall of 1862 
the Los Angeles “Star” reported one incident 
in almost minute detail: 


“On Monday, the 17th inst., John 
Rains, Esq. of the Cocomongo Rancho left home 
for the purpose of coming to this city to transact 
important business, but has not since been heard 


of. 
“On Wednesday the horses of the 


wagon returned to the rancho without harness, 
one of them having marks of hard riding. Even 
this did not, at first, attract the attention which 
it deserved and it was not until Friday that in- 
quiry was made for the missing gentleman. 
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“Dr. Winston and other gentlemen 
from the city, on their way to the Colorado, stop- 
ped at the rancho; inquiries were made of course 


Mr. Rains and when the fact of his non- 
was at 


for 
appearance became known, an alarm 


once given. 


“RS. Carlisle, Esq. of Chino com- 
menced the search and arrived at the Mission 
on Friday evening; on Saturday noon word was 
brought here, and on Sunday morning Sheriff 
Sanchez started from town to commence a search 
accompanied by a number of friends. The citizens 
of El Monte joined the Company and a large 
party was thus organized, who have been unre- 
mitting in their exertions, but up to the present 
time no trace of the missing gentlemen had been 


discovered. 


“The melancholy fact that he has been 
murdered, in broad daylight, on the open high- 
way, can no longer be doubted. The deed was 
the result of a deliberate plan carried out more 
successfully than any ever heretofore attempted 
sn this section of the State. 


“On Monday or Tuesday of this week 
the wagon was discovered in a deep ravine, a 
short distance from where it is supposed it was 
driven off the road. It was found secreted among 
bushes, having been thrown over a steep bank. 
The harness was afterwards discovered, secreted 
ina tree; the collars have not yet been discovered. 
A hat was found with stains of blood on it, which, 
it is said, has been identified as belonging to 
Mr. Rains. An overcoat was also found, said to 
belong to him. Beyond these, no trace has been 


found of the murder. 


“Yesterday the body of Mr. Rains was 
discovered. It was lying about four hundred yards 
from the main road in a cactus patch. The body 


gave evidence that the unfortunate gentleman had 
been lassoed, dragged from his wagon by the 
right arm, which was torn from the socket and 
the flesh mangled from the elbow to the wrist; 
he had been shot twice in the back, also in the 
left breast and in the right side. His clothes were 
torn off him and he lost one boot in the struggle. 
The body was not far from where the wagon had 
been concealed. It had been mutilated from the 
depredations of wild animals. 


“The funeral will take place tomorrow = 
evening (Sunday) at 10 o’clock from the Bella — 
Union Hotel. Friends are respectfully invited 7 


to attend. 


“A Mexican named Manuel Cerradel, 4 
supposedly in the pay of Rains’ enemy, Ramon q 
Carrillo, was arrested for complicity in the | 
murder, tried, convicted and sentenced to ten ’ 
years imprisonment. As the prisoner was being ; 
ferried across San Pedro Bay to the ship which | 
was to carry him to San Quentin a company of 
vigilantes took him from the custody of the sher! 
hung him from the mast, weighted his body wl 
stones and dropped it overboard into the bay. 


Among his duties as Sheriff, Tomas 
Sanchez in February 1866, upon order of the 
First District Court, supervised the sale of a pal 
of the Dominguez’ Rancho San Pedro which h 
been deeded to Rosaria Dominguez, 4s a wW 
ding gift, when she married Manuel Anto' 
Ferrer in 1838. The property was mortgagee 
Juan Temple in 1856 for a loan of $1,000: 
After three renewals of the expiration date, J 
Temple served notice of foreclosure. 


Don Tomas, as Sheriff, was calleas 
make a deposition, along with twelve other ‘ 
testifying as to knowledge of the Doming 
family and the Rancho San Pedro during 


and 1854. 
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In Land Commission case #403, 
: “Rancho San Rafael,” Tomas Sanchez testified 
| : that the Arroyo Hondo was sometimes called the 
: A “Arroyo Seco de la Piedra Gorda” or the “Dry 
| Arroyo of the Big Rock.” Present day Eagle 
| Rock, even then a well-known landmark, was 


“La Piedra Gorda.” 


During his tenure as Sheriff, Tomds 

: supervised the disposition of many properties 

_ under Sheriff’s Sale. (There are more than 50 

| such sales recorded in Books of Deeds of Los 

: Angeles County during his term in office.) We 

_ wonder if, while performing these official duties, 

+ Tomas ever thought that his own remaining prop- 

_ erties would eventually be taken from him in 
_ the same manner. 


During the military activities in the 
onquest and occupation of California, the forces 
f the United States Army and Navy appropri- 
ted supplies from the Californios consisting of 
orses, mules and oxen for transportation, beef 
attle, corn, sheep and even loads of wood. 


Obtaining payment became a major 
roblem—partly the result of the usual “red 
ape,” distance from Washington, and language 
ificulties—and some of the families were years 
€celving compensation. 


The Sanchez family was no exception. 
ete” Sanchez, a grandson of Tomas, had done 
earch and had records showing monies owed 
the United States Government for goods re- 
‘ved for this period up to and including the 

War, which, with interest, amounted to 
ut $1,000,000.00. He was in the process of 
senting this claim to the government when he 

illed in an automobile accident near San 
Mente in 1961. According to other members 


of the family, all his records seemed to have 
been lost in or as a result of that accident. 


—( 186050 


During the lifetime of Vicente Sanchez, 
he was financially successful. He was a pros- 
perous gardener, orchardist, cattle grazier and 
gambler. His family had lived with the benefit 
of all comforts available at the time and, upon 
his death, there was considerable money and 
property left, as well as the large herds for 
which there was a profitable market in the gold 
fields and to feed the increased population of 
California. Tomas and the other rancheros dur- 
ing the past 15 years were living well, spending 
their money without a thought of the future. 


Came disaster! The years of 1863 and 
1864 saw one of the worst droughts in Southern 
California history, which wiped out the cattle 
herds and the gardens. Orchards and vineyards 
were hard hit. With these sources of income cut 
off, many of the rancheros borrowed money at 
high rates of interest to carry them, then lost 
their properties when unable to repay the loans. 


Don Tomas tried a different route. In 
addition to his duties as Sheriff, he had started 
buying up “rights” or “interest” of the heirs 
of some of the ranchos. 


Victoria Higuera, Vicente’s widow, had 
remarried. She and her new husband, Casildo 
Aguilar, were left one-half interest in Rancho 
La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera. They had sold 
this on October 8, 1862 to one Prosper Sarcade. 
On May 10, 1865 Don Tomas paid Sarcade 
$2,800.00 to clear title to this half, which, along 
with other arrangements he had made, gave him 
sole ownership of the rancho. 


ol] 


JS 


October 14, 1858, for $2,000.00, he 


bought from his uncle, Pedro Avila, any share 
he might have in the estate of his father, Antonio 
Ygnacio Avila. In 1868 he paid $100.00 each 
to uncles, Pedro and Juan Avila, for rights by 
inheritance from their mother, Rosa Ruiz de 
Avila. Some of these properties were town lots 
out present day North Broadway and up the 
hills towards Chavez Ravine; which he, in turn, 
sold mostly to incoming Americans. 


He apparently went into partnership 


with others in developing real estate elsewhere. 


Properties were sold as town lots or small farms 
of 14, Y or full sections. The Books of Deeds 
at Los Angeles County Recorder’s office are 
full of entries of these transactions. 


18071 


This year Tomas took time off to. 
marry his long-time sweetheart, Maria Septlveda. 


Maria’s birth was recorded as Item 
#207, Book One of Bautismos, which reads: 
“Dia 11 de Abril de 1830 en la Iglesia de esta 
Pueblo de N. S. de Los Angeles bautize solemna- 
mente a una parvula de quatros dias nacida 
natural de Maria J osefa Dominguez, soltera, 
hija de Mariano Dominguez y Venancia Sotello, 
conj. vecinos de esta pueblo y de Padre no cono- 
sido, pusela por nombre Maria Casilda; fue sus 
madrinos Susanna Antonia Villa, casade con José 
Maria Damaso Dominguez, vecinos de esta pueblo 
se quien adverti parentesco espiritual y dema 
obligaciones contratidas y para que conste lo 


firma. 
Fr. Geronimo Boscana.”’ 


May 24, 1844, Maria’s father, Fer- 
nando Sepilveda, married Rafaela, daughter of 


Julio Verdugo. They lived on Rancho San Rafael. 
This rancho is where the famous Sepulveda 


horses were kept and trained. Fernando was 


a picturesque person, quite in the tradition of 


the Californios of his day. He seems to have 
made a name for himself, especially im con- 
nection with one of the most popular sports oi 
the day, namely racing California horses against 
each other for high stakes. His name featured 
in some historic races, particularly a $5,000.00 
challenge plus 50 horses and mares offered by 
Desiderio Burnel of Santa Ana and his assocl- 
ates on a horse, “Azulejo,” against the backers 
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Map hewing area of present day Glendale 


comprised the Rancho San Rafael. Outlined is # 
acres originally purchased by M aria—also the 
of the adobe house built by Tomas Sanchez 
Casa Adobe de San Rafael, owned and oper 
Glendale Parks & Recreation Department. 


Rafael. of “Coyote,” in a race of 1,000 yards. Fernando 
yilveda was one of the backers of “Coyote.” Unfortu- 
26 wis nately, ““Azulejo,” owned by Pio Pico, defeated 
ition of “Coyote,” owned by Juan Abila. 

ad have This was the cattle brand of Fernando 
sales Sepilveda and Rafaela Verdugo of 
oe oF Rancho San Rafael, issued July 2, 1833 
She ance and recorded by “Manuel Requena, 
eatured Alcalde Constitutional de esta Ciudad.” 
000.00 No record was found of a separate 
ered by brand belonging to Maria Sanchez 
Agel de Septlveda. 

backers 


a It is not known when Maria moved 
a from her mother, Josefa Dominguez, to live with 
her father and stepmother. However, she must 
have remained friendly with her mother, as Josefa 
was godmother for Maria and Tomas’ two sons, 
Alonzo and Pedro, when they were baptized in 


1865 at the Los Angeles Plaza church. 


It is said that, in 1864, Catalina Ver- 
go had quit-claimed 100 acres of her share 
of Rancho San Rafael, in present-day northern 
Glendale, to her niece, Rafaela Verdugo and 
her husband, Fernando Sepulveda. Records show 

at, in the partition of the greater Rancho San 
Rafael, Rafaela received a grant, confirmed by 
e United States Government, of 909.40 acres. 


Record of Tomés’ marriage is in Book 
ne of Matrimonios, entry #894, Church of 
r Lady of the Angels: 


“On February 5, 1867 in the Church 
ur Lady of the Angels, City of Los Angeles, 
r all the requisites were met, I married Tomas 


chez, son of Pedro Sanchez and Acension 


Jale w 


: a, to Maria Sepulveda, daughter of Fernando 
‘is the 


veda and Josefa Dominguez. Witnesses to 
ceremony were Pablo de la Guerra; District 
ge John J. Downey and his wife, Dofia Girado 


ez now 
perate 


de Downey; Josefa de la Guerra, and the pastor 
was Fr. Francisco Mora.” 


—( 16608 ~~ 


In March of 1868 prominent Angelenos 
gathered at the popular Hotel Bella Union for 
a dinner honoring Sheriff Tomas A. Sanchez 
after eight years of successful service. Both the 
banquet and ball were a great success. 


—(1 3870 


Historical books tell that Rafaela Ver- 
dugo and Fernando Sepilveda gave to Maria 
100 acres of land on Rancho San Rafael. Re- 
corded Deeds tell a different story. 


On September 6, 1870 Maria Sepul- 
veda de Sanchez paid $1,000.00 to her step- 
mother, Rafaela Verdugo, and her father, Fer- 
nando Sepulveda, for 200 acres of land along 
the Los Angeles River, shown in outline on the 


Map of Rancho San Rafael. 


There is no explanation of “why,” but 
Deeds show that on October 28, 1872 Maria and 
Tomas gave this parcel of 200 acres back to 
Rafaela Verdugo and Fernando Sepitilveda in 
exchange for $1.00 recording fee and 100 acres 
described on Page 477, Book 22 of Deeds; this 


parcel being recorded in Maria’s name only. 


Water being an important asset in 
California, this deed is interesting because of 
its provision for the water supply. 


‘Being that part of 909.40 acre tract 
allotted to Rafaela Verdugo de Sepilveda in 
the division of the Rancho San Rafael made by 


oo 


rd 
Tomas Avila Sanchez. 


the District Court of the County of Los Angeles 
in October, 1871: Commencing at the N. W. 
corner of the board fence of Maria Sepulveda 
de Sanchez from which bears the N. E. corner 
of the adobe ruin of Catalina Verdugo, 5. 6214" — 
W. 190 chains, and running E. along said board- 
fence to the land of C. E. Thom, thence N.E. to 
the corner of the 500 acre tract of G. Hansen, 
thence along the line of said C. E. Thom true 
course variation 14° 45’ along said boardfence 
Ss 1014° E, 36.10 chains to the land of ©. E. 
Thom, from which bears the N. E. corner of the 
500 acre tract of George Hanson N 8544° W 
2.80 chains, thence along the land of said C. E. 
Thom S$ 851° E 10.72 chains to a mound of 
stones, thence N 1114° W 1.95 chains to the 
S.E. corner of said boardfence, thence along 
same N 1114° W 92.30 chains to the stick in 
side fence from which bears a pear tree one foot 
in diameter, 5 12° E 2.00 chains, thence N 7934° 
E, 20 chains to a stick in mound, thence N 1014° 


3 
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Maria Sepilveda de Sdnchez—wife. 


W 25.69 chains to a post in mound, thence 5 
1014° E 11.18 chains to the place of beginning, 
containing 100 acres of land, together with the 
right and privilege of using as much of the water 
from the Cafiada de los Verdugos as appertains 
to the 909.40 acre tract allotted to Rafael Ver- 
dugo de Sepilveda in said partition of Rancho 
San Rafael as may be sufficient to irrigate the 
100 acre tract herein conveyed, together with | 
the right-of-way for a water ditch from a con 
venient point in the said Canada de los Verdugo’ 
and running over the said 909.40 acre tract in 
as direct a route as the topographical confor 
mation of the sround will permit to the highest 
point in the northern boundary of said 100 ac 
tract, together with free and unmolested passé 
along said ditch for the purpose of inspectinE 
and keeping in repair the said ditch, togethet 
with the right to use earth and stones in ™ 
vicinity of said ditch necessary for constructio! 


and maintenance.” 
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Uzbaldo Sanchez—son of 


Tomas and Maria. 


Wenceslao (Chino )—son o f 


Toméds and Maria. 
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Vicente Sdnchez—son of 
Tomas and Maria. 


Ignacio Fernando Sdnchez—son of 
Tomds and Maria. 
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Sala or living room of the Sanchez adobe in Glendale. F urnishings have been donated by interested citizens 
of the city—all pieces of the same period as the house. These are original wood floors. One of the plaques on 
the wall traces the title to this property from the original grant to José Verdugo to the present City of Glendale. 


Photo courtesy of Glendale News-Press 


It was on this property Maria and It was located between the cemetery of the Church 
Tomas built an adobe house and shortly there- of our Lady Queen of Angels and the property 
after moved in with his family. The location of of the gas company. It had belonged to her grand: 
this house is also shown on the map. mother, Benancia Sotello, and one can presume 


Maria inherited it. However, she apparently had 
to buy off the other heirs, because Deeds on 
record with the Los Angeles County show the 


This adobe is first recorded in 1872, 
with construction begun in 1870 to 1871. Before 
it was built, the Sanchez family lived in a small 


wooden house just north of the adobe site, a short Dene ant 

distance east of the old Catalina Verdugo home May 31, 1868 she paid Ramundo 
once used by José Verdugo. The building has 19° — Yorba $100.00 for a strip measuring 
thick walls, the main facade is 55’ and divided 1.81 chains on Main Street frontast 
‘nto four rooms. The main room or sala still has running the depth of the lot; Novem 
its original wood flooring. Next is the salita or ber 4, 1869 she paid $100.00. 
combined living-dining room. The other two Romulo Morega; June 3, 1875 3B 
rooms are bedrooms. paid Teodocia Yorba $40.00; 


her 24, 1874 she paid $50.00 1° 


More details of th ty, the house, 
* ails of the property, He 00 nore Yorba de Rowland and Pruden@ 


and details of construction are told by Mr. George 


Shochat of 1346 San Luis Rey Drive, Glendale, Yorba; December 11, 1875 et 
in an article entitled, “The Casa Adobe de San $110.00 " Franersco Ames and 
Rafael (The Sanchez Adobe)” written for the tina Dominguez. 


Historical Society. There is more to the history of 


Dofta Maria had an snteresting experl- lot than these pay-ofts. Mr. W. W. Robins 


ence with a lot which measured 54’ 6” on the the 1945 issue of Historical Society of Soul 
west side of Main Street with a depth of 126’ 8”. California Quarterly reported (translatio! 


action was the manner of payment—“150 pint 
apacity barrels of brandy of the country”! 


It would appear from a review of this 
ontract that it was drawn up by a competent 
ttorney and that, in those by-gone days, legal 


_ language was as wordy. as now, including very 


citizens | 7 detailed description of the-house, its furnishings 
ywes on ce is set 
lendale. | and out-buildings. 
lews-Press 

| The deed, although dated March D, 
‘sirch 1841, was not recorded unti] January 3, 1877, 
operty | then at the request of Tomas Sanchez. It thus 
grand- J bridged the Mexican and American periods: 
oe : Indenture Sale of the House of Mr, 
ly had 2 Baric—year of 184]. 
ds on 
w the 


In the City of Los Angeles, Depart- 
ment of the Californias, on the oth 
day of March 1841 before me, Ygnacio 


aundo Maria Alvarado, Second Justice of the 
sia Peace of this said city and all it com- 
ntage, 


prises and before the attending wit- 
ve nesses with whom I act as Receiver 
(of public documents) for lack of a 
public clerk and before the other civil 
officers named for that purpose, ap- 
peared Mr. Carlos Baric of this Vicinity 
who I certify is known to me, and said: 


That in his name and in the name 
of his heirs and successors, and who- 
ever of them might have any title, voice 
Or Cause in whatever manner, that he, 
Baric, sells and Zives in actual sale 
and alienations by right of inheritance 


forever to Doha Benancio Sotello, who 
also appeared, and to her heirs and 
successors, the house which he owns 
situated on the main Plaza contiguous 
to the north with the cemetery of the 
church, which house consists of a 
parlor to the north, the windows of 
Which look toward the east, having a 
root of heayy boards and an entrance 
hall of the same construction; 2 rooms 
to the left of the entrance hall with a 
wooden roof and furnished with bed- 
steads of wood, a stove in the corner, 
with a grass thatched roof and a floor 
also of wood, the door of which is to 
the east, underground wine cellar with 
its door to the south, a back room, an- 
other cellar, a kitchen, bakery and a 

room in which is the oven, all roofed 
with thatch, and with the necessary 
doors: some toilets which also have 

doors; a hen house and a large rear 

yard or court; together with a table, 

10 wood chairs and 2 wooden cot beds. 


The frontage consists of D4 varas 
including a building lot, the title to 
Possession and ownership of which 
belong of right to him, Baric, because 
he built the house, which house he de- 
clares and gives assurance he has not 
sold, alienated nor pledged, and that 
it is free from tribute to any memorial 
fund, (the income from which is to be 
used for religious purposes ) ; that it is 
free from entail, bond and from any 
other encumbrances, whether actual, 
prejudicial, secular, general, specific 
or express; and under these conditions 
he sells the house, but, delivery of 
Possession is delayed according to pri- 
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vate agreement (between grantee and 
grantor) until after the rains. 


The consideration to be paid is the 
sum of $1,999 pesos and the medium 
in which payment is to be made is 
brandy of the country, of good proof, 
wn barrels of 150 pints capacity each, 
at the price of $50 pesos per barrel. 
$1,000 pesos are to be paid after the 
current wine crop is harvested and 
pressed and the balance at the same 
time the following year. 


Mr. Bernardo Yorba is made re- 
sponsible (for compliance with the 
terms of this indenture) and he will 
give bond according to agreement, the 
amount of which will be paid in satis- 
faction with the proper precaution- 
ary measures. Whereiore, Mr. Yorba 
waives the exception he might be able 
to interpose by reason of not now 
knowing the provisions of law No. 9, 
Title One, Fifth Annotation. He, Yorba, 
will execute in favor of the buyer the 
most firm and binding receipt con- 
ducive to her security. 


The grantor declares, likewise, that 
the just price and true value of the 
said house is $1,999 pesos in the spe- 
cies of payment above mentioned; that 
the property is worth no more, nor has 
he found anyone who would give him 
more for it; and that if it is or could 
be worth more, the excess, be it great 
or small, goes to the buyer and her 
heirs and successors as a free and 
gracious outright and irrevocable gift 
without necessity of legal action or 


formality. 


The grantor waives the provisions 

of law No. 2, Title One, Book 10 of 
the latest compilation of the law which 
affect contracts of sale and exchange 
and other transactions in which there 
is injury or damage to approximately 
shortage of the just price; and he 
waives the four year period prescribed 
in which to ask for rescission of the 
contract or adjustment of the consider- 
ation to the true value as effectively 
as though the time had already run; 
and from this day forth, and forever, 
he disposes, deprives and cuts off his 
heirs and successors from the fee title, 
ownership, voice, recourse and any 
other right they may have in said prop- 
erty; and he grants, renounces and con- 
veys said property, together with all 
his interests, real, personal and mixed, 
to the buyer and to whoever may repre: 
sent her, in order that she may posssess, 
exchange, alienate, use and dispose 0! 
said property as she may wish just as 
she would a thing of her own acquired 
by legitimate and just title. 


The grantor confers upon the buy 
an irrevocable power of attorney 
free and general powers of admin 
tration and constitutes her attorney 
the plaintiff in her own cause in 0 
that by her own authority or by jud 
action she may enter upon ane 
possession of said property and 
and know the actual occupane 
possession which is rightfully her 
+n order that it may not be nec 
for her to take such actual poss 
he asks that she be given 4 © 
copy of this indenture with whit 
without further action on her P 
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house shall be deemed to have been 
transferred to her, and she to have 
taken title thereto; and that in the 
interim he, Baric, is constituted the 
lessee holder and possessor at the 
buyer’s pleasure in legal form; and 
that grantor obligate himself that the 
house will be safe, certain and secure 
and that no one will disturb it nor will 
institute any lawsuit against the buyer’s 
ownership, possession, enjoyment, or 
use of said property nor shall any 
encumbrance be placed thereon; and 
that if said property is in any way 
disturbed in conformity with any right 
that the grantor, his heirs, successors, 
will represent as defendant and prose- 
cute the case at their own expense in 
lawsuits and courts until a judgment is 
rendered in their favor and will leave 
the buyer and her heirs and successors 
in full use and quiet and peaceable 
possession of such property responding 
for all considerations, expenses, inter- 
est and damages which might be 
sustained. 


By all of which the buyer or her 
representative by virtue of this inden- 
ture and the oath of its possessor or 
her representative as the power of 
attachment upon whoever shall delay 
payment and the grantor relieves the 
buyer of all burden of proof; and to 
the rigorous observations of all the 
foregoing, the grantor obligates him- 
self, personally, as well as all property 
now owned by him or of which he may 
become possessed, and he waives the 
laws in his favor and defense and his 
legal rights generally in due form. He 
confers upon any judges who may have 


occasion to adjudicate the matter ful] 
power to compel his compliance by any 
previous decision of a competent judge 
concerning a thing judged to have been 
admitted and on that basis the grantor 
receives and signs this indenture to- 
gether with me, Alvarado, and the 
witnesses and other civil officers being 
the witnesses Basilio Valdez and F elipe 
Valenzuela; and that said officers are 
residents and were here present, | 
certify. 


Ygnacio Ma. Alvarado, Witness 
Raimundo Alanis 

Felipe Valenzuela 

Carlos Baric 


Ygnacio Coronel, Witness 


Basilio Valdez 


This indenture agrees with its orig- 
inal to which he refers and which is 
found in the Book of Public Instru- 
ments for the present year, from which 
it has been faithfully copied and with 
which it has been faithfully compared 
and corrected, on 4 sheets of sealed 
paper, and on one sheet of ordinary 
paper for lack of a 5th sheet of official 
sealed paper, the copy having been 
made on the date which appears below. 


In testimony of truth 
Witness: Ygo Coronel 
| Rubric 


Los Angeles, May 25, 1841. 


Ygno Ma. Alvarado 
Rubric 


Witness: Roberto Parda 
Rubric 
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{| have received from Mr. Carlos 


Baric the house and land described in 
‘th the house- 


this indenture, together wl 
hold goods and other things herein 


set forth. 


At the request of Dota Benancia 


Sotello who does not know how to 


write. 


Pedro C. Carrillo 
Rubric 


State of California 


County of Los Angeles 


On this 3rd day of January, 1877 
Miles, Recorder of the 
County of Los Angeles, State of California per- 
sonally appeared Francisco Palomares who by 


me being duly sworn, did depose and say—that 


he knows Ygnacio Ma Alvarado and Ignacio 
ubscribed to the an- 


Coronel whose names are $s 
parties are now dead 


nexed document—that both 
__that he is well acquainted with the signature 
of each of said parties—that the signature of 


each subscriber to the document 1s his genuine 
signature—that he, the said witness resides in 
the County of Los Angeles, State of California. 


before me, Charles E. 


In witness whereof, I have hereto set 


nd affixed my official seal the day and 


my hand a 
s certificate frst above written. 


year of thi 
SEAL 
Charles E. Miles 

County Recorder 


A full true and correct copy 


original recorded a 
January 3, A.D., 
11:00 A. M. 


of the 


t request of Tomas Sanchez, 
1877 at 20 minutes past 


January 9, 1876 the District Court 
gave Maria full ownership of this lot, but on 
November 18, 1879 it went to Phillip Garnier 
by Sheriff's sale, along with other properties, 
following a Court Order. 

(In 1970 on this lot is a building which 


Courts of the City and County 
between it and 
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houses the Superior 
of Los Angeles, and the cemetery 


the Plaza Church is now a parking lot. ) 
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This year, James F. Burns was again 


Sheriff. There was 4 mounted police officer on 
the Los Angeles force named Estevan Sanchez. 


—caeidaietatiansesessicnimmsibiniatinatantr tei 


October 24, 1871 was the date of the 


infamous ‘“Chinese Massacre. 


a large number of Chinese laborers and business - 


men had moved into the adobe “houses” along. 
Calle de los Negros in buildings which had been 
the homes of the Coronel, Lugo, Sepulveda, 
Guerrero, Uriba, Apoblasa, del Valle and San 
chez families. Rather than go into detail about 
this sordid affair, the reader is referred to news 
papers ol that date and many articles and books 
written on the subject. It is mentioned here to 
picture the condition of the once proud “Casa dé 
Alto” of Vicente S4nchez and to note that pol 
oficer Estevan Sanchez was one of the men €2 
est on the scene of the trouble who tried to rest 
peace in the quarter. It is probable that this off 
Estevan Sanchez was Vicente’s nephew (5°? 
Fsteban Sanchez, former leather jacket soldi 
who was living in Los Angeles at the time 
his family. 
With the old residential district ha 
ese Chines® 


become a gathering place for th 
pling dens 


were held in ill-repute with gam 


sans = ointment 


> Prior to this date 


_ ruffans of all kinds, it is presumed that Don Tomas and Maria sold a total of 63 
et Sour _ Tomas and his family (now that his official duties lots in this tract at prices ranging from $150.00 
» Da °" | as Sheriff were over) were living full time at to $275.00 each. 

Game the old rancho which previously had been a 
‘operties, Saati huss: This property, in 1969, is occupied 
| by industrial plants and warehouses, the largest 
Mrs. Rose Davidge says that her being the Los Angeles Soap Company. 
ng which | mother, Eloise Requella, went to a convent (long 
d — | since torn down) on Sunset Boulevard till she 
Cn. 2 


was 11 or 12 years old, as was the custom those A ( | 8 Fi 5 Ww 


days. Then she went to Rancho La Ciénega to 
live. There she met Tomas’ son, Uzbaldo. They 
were later married at a ceremony there on the 
Rancho La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera. 


.) 


When Vicente Sanchez first used the 
property in southwest Los Angeles to run cattle, 
horses and other livestock, about 1823, he would 
have been surprised were he told that it would 


a _A Ww take 50 years for ownership finally to be con- 
officer i lo d Z firmed to his widow and grandchildren by the 
Sancnie i Government of the United States which, to him, 
ate of the It was previously reported and con- was a foreign power far across the mountains. 
this date | firmed by recorded Deeds that Tomas’ sister, It took 21 years and huge unreported legal ex- 61 
j business Josefa Candelaria Sanchez, who was married penses from the time Tomas and, the Sanchez 
es” along to José Perez, had been given title to the vine- family filed their petitions for confirmation of 
_ had been yard and gardens marked #1 on Ord’s Map of the Rancho La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera until 
sepulveda, | Los Angeles and was living in the house there. they received a certified title to the land, signed 
and San- There was found no record of later by President U. 8. Grant and dated May 22, 
‘tail about inaity ib ilies Deuceuaa: « notion. ansaedl. 1873. Copy of this confirmation, as recorded in 
d to news — ‘h hal . F pom ie Book of Patents in Los Angeles County Recorders 
and books ae ees Se hic office, is included in the Appendix of this report. 


ed “T, A. Sanchez Vineyard,” and in 1869 
; the “Old Sdnchez Vineyard” which “now 


slongs to Maria Sepulveda de Sanchez.” 


This does not take notice of the agreements and 
sales made between the grandchildren and widow 
of Vicente during the intervening period of time. 


Tomas had it surveyed by George Han- 
and L. Seebold in April of 1871 and laid 


However, the clear title was not to 


— last long. 

In city lots, along streets named Banning, | 
:w (sO ner and Septlveda, and started selling the A man named Bertrand Riviere had, 
et soldit vidual lots. The “Sanchez Tract,” still shown on April 13, 1861, quit-claimed to Juana San- 
time i act maps to this day by that name, extended chez de Enrigues all interest he may have had 
1g Alameda, north from First Street and east in 1/5 part of the undivided 1/2 of the rancho. 
ict h block to Lafayette Street. The balance of It is not known who Bertrand Riviere was or what 
a’s vineyard and orchard is now traversed was his claim to the 1/5 part. His name was not 
ihe Santa Ana Freeway. found in any census or other records of the time, 
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Partition of Rancho Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera. 


It is believed that Tomas and his 
family were still spending more money than 
was coming in and that he borrowed from B. 
Riviere, giving a lien on the rancho as collateral. 
We do know that there was a long-time loan 
from Macedonio Aguilar, guaranteed in the 


same manner. 


A claim was filed before the District 
Court of the 17th Judicial District of the State of 
California entitled: B. Riviere -vs- T. A. Sanchez 
et al. A copy of the judgment, dated November 3, 
1873, is included in the Appendix of this report. 
As a result, the first partition was made of the 
rancho, as shown on the County Engineer’s map. 
The Rita Botiller de Aguilar who was awarded 
AAA acres was the widow of Macedonio Aguilar. 


Maria’s interest was the result of two 
transactions: October 31, 1860 Felipe Sanchez 
had sold to Enrique Abila his share of Rancho 
La Ciénega. On March 31, 1868 Enrique Abila, 


in turn, sold his interest to Maria, which accounts 
for the fact that she was awarded the 360 acres 


in her own name in this partition. 


— 1674 


During the years from 1868 to 187] 
Tomas had been busy buying up “interest’’ or 
“rights” of the various members of the Yorba 
family of Rancho Santiago de Santa Ana. Deeds 
recorded indicate he paid out $903.32 for these. 
In October, 1872 he sold 262.48 acres of this 
property to Henry Watson for $2,624.80. On 
January 14, 1874 he sold 106.25 acres to W. B. 
Hickey for $1,639.22. 


A 18790 


Tomas was still having financial trou- 
bles. His new adobe house on Rancho San Ratel 
in Glendale was now ready, so he took the oppor 
tunity, by disposing of the old rancho, to clear 
a mortgage and get some funds to make the move 


AS OSAMU SETS 


to the new quarters. 


Two deeds recorded in Book 36, Page 
161 and Book 40, Page 232 at the Los Angeles 
County Recorder’s office tell the story. | 


Tomas had a mortgage on the rancho 
for $35,000.00 with the San Francisco Savings 
Union, which the new buyers assumed, besides 
giving him $25,000.00 cash in hand or a total Fe 
selling price of $60,000.00. The sale is date @ 
March 3, 1875 and the purchasers were: D. Fre 
man, Executor of the Last Will and Testame 
of C. G. H. Freeman, deceased; F. P. F. Temp! 
H. S. Ledyard and Arthur J. Hutchinson. 
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On December 2, 1875 the rancho 
_ changed hands again, when F. P. F. Temple and 
| H. S. Ledyard turned over to Elias J. Baldwin 
- “an undivided one-half of all that certain ranch 
. which Rancho is known as the ‘La Ciénega 

o Paso de la Tijera.’ ” 


: Both of these deeds, for further study, 
| are included in the Appendix of this report. 


In his book, “Cattle on 1000 Hills,” 
Mr. R. G. Cleland says: “In the panic of 1875 
Temple and Workman Bank became virtually 
insolvent and the partners borrowed $210,000.00 
fronr E. J. ‘Lucky’ Baldwin of San Francisco 
(master of a fortune from the Comstock Lode, 
landowner, speculator, a hard and ruthless man) 

- to save them from disaster. 


“Before making the loan, Baldwin 

warned the two partners that he would expect 
_full payment when the note fell due and reject 
any pleas for an extension of time or any other 
| consideration. As security he not only demanded 
| a mortgage on all the properties owned by 


; Temple and Workman (which included 14 of 


on a nearby ranch of 2,200 acres that belonged 
to their close friend Juan M. Sanchez. Against 
urgent advice of many businessmen in Los 
geles, Sanchez agreed, like the old Californian 
it he was, to permit the mortgage to be placed 
ainst his property to accommodate his friends. 


‘A few weeks after Temple and Work- 
in received the money, the bank failed. Baldwin 
losed his mortgages and thereby acquired 
ir separate ranches, a total of nearly 27,000 
» a frontage of 240 feet on Spring Street 
80 additional acres in Los Angeles. Juan 
anchez was left bankrupt. Temple suffered 
ame fate. Workman, broken in fortune and 
t, shot himself in the head.” 


Rancho La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera) but also 


In the book, “Lucky Baldwin,” by 
C. B. Glasscock, his version reads: “Temple and 
Workman owned Y% interest in the Rancho Las 
Ciénegas. This interest was part of the collateral 
put up for a loan of $210,000.00 from E. J. 
Baldwin at 144% interest per month, com- 
pounded monthly, for the Temple and Workman 


Bank. Upon its failure the property went to 
Baldwin.” 


—U1678 


In 1875 Tomas had turned over to 
Maria, in her own name, the Calle de los Negros 
property in consideration of the sum of $20.- 
000.00—“the same being the purchase money 
of property of her separate estate heretofore 
sold (by Tomas) and which money the said 
Tomas had appropriated and used for his own 
benefit.” 


Hearing January 9, 1878 before the 
17th Judicial Court, by default, in the case en- 
titled Maria Sepilveda de Sanchez, Plaintiff -vs- 
Tomas A. Sanchez, Wm. McKee, F. Guiol and 
M. Vignes, Defendants, Maria was granted: 


(1) The “Sanchez Property” or ‘lot’ 
bounded east by Negro Alley land of 
Juana S. de Enriquez and Pio Pico, 
west by Sanchez Street, north by land 
of Pio Pico. Same land deeded to 
Maria by Tomas on April 3, 1875; 

(2) That parcel of land know as 
“Sanchez Tract” bounded W. by Ala- 
meda Street, S by First Street, E by 
a public zanja. N by land of Josefa 
Sanchez, which land having been di- 
vided into block and lots for her sepa- 
rate estate, the whole of block 1; lots 
9 to 16, inclusive, and 21 to 28, in- 
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inclusive of block 2; lots 10, 11, 12 
and 16 and lots 25 to 29, inclusive 
of block 3, according to the sub- 
division maps. 

(3) That certain land known as Ver- 
dugos or Rancho of San Rafael, being 
a part of the 909.40 acre tract. 


(4) An undivided 1/ of the lot known 
as the “‘Benancia Sotelo” on the West 
side of Main Street, bounded on the 
north by the Catholic Church, east by 
Main Street, west by the gas company, 
south by land formerly owned by 
Ygnacio Garcia. 


“Tt is furthermore ordered, adjudged 
and decreed that the defendant, Tomas A. San- 
chez, has no interest in any of the said lands and 
that the same 1s not subject to any judgment liens 
held by the defendants McKee, Guiol or Vignes 
against the said Tomas A. Sénchez and his 
property.” 1-9-78 

S. C. Denson 
District Judge 


1879 


Even though the remaining real estate 
was now in Maria’s name, this, apparently, was 
not sufficient to protect it from seizure. 


March 3, 1879 because of judgment 
of the 17th District Court of Los Angeles, en- 
titled John H. Tate, Plaintiff -vs- Tomas and 
Maria Sanchez, Defendants, a Sherifi’s sale was 
ordered. The property sold to John H. Tate for 
$9,210.00. Six months later the property had not 
been released to him. He, in turn, sold to a man 
named Pearson all his interest and authorized 
him to receive the deed for property described 


as Lots 3; 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 19, 16, 21, 22; 
23, 24, 209, 26, 27 and 98, of Block 2 of the 


Sanchez tract. 


November 18, 1879 — there was a 
second Sherifi’s sale. On April 15 of that year, 
on Decree of the District Court (in a case entitled 
“Phillip Garnier -Vvs- Maria Sanchez, Tomas 
Sinchez, Hellman Haas & Company, Oscar 
Macey, William McKee, H. Meyerstein, I. W 
Hellman and J. H. Tate, Defendants”) by public 
auction on May 14, P. Garnier was highest bidder 
at $7,419.32. Aiter six months delay when a 
member of the Sanchez family sat on the prop- 
erty to prevent his taking possession, Garnier 
was conveyed title to the Calle de los Negros 
Property (now the street is named Los Angeles 
Street) as well as the Benancia Sotelo lot on 


Main Street. 


| Phillip Garnier also obtained the prop- 
erty of Ygnacio Coronel and on the two lots 
erected the Garnier Building (which is one of 
those now being restored as part of the “Pueblo 
de Los Angeles” project). 


11862 


It is stated that Tomas and Maria | 
Sinchez had a large family of 21 children—!9 
boys and 2 girls. However, records available at 
the Los Angeles Plaza Church and the County 
Recorder’s office show only 11—9 boys and 2 


girls. There are two more, Ignacio and Fre 
who we know were children of this couple, 
whose birth and baptism are not on record. Inte 
views with present living members of the fam 
reveal that they do not know or remember any 


<< 


thing about any other children. For more details 
refer to the Genealogy section in the Append 


of this book. 
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Tomas and Maria and those of their 
family who were still at home were leaving a 
quieter life in their new home at Rancho San 
Rafael. There, on June 23, 1882, at age 56, 
Tomas died, leaving Maria with 7 children, ages 
13 and younger. Book One of Death Records 
at Los Angeles County Recorder’s office shows 
that he was attended by Dr. Pigne Dupuytren 
and succumbed to dysentery. It is not known 
where he was buried. 


In a letter of September 1, 1969, Mr. 
Knisley says, “To me, the days of SAnchez were 
the greatest. The sheriff was quite a man— 
and a fine gentleman. I tried to name a prin- 
cipal street for him but the city overruled me 
and we had to use a minor street and only his 
family name at that.” Mr. Knisley is referring 
to Sanchez Drive which runs through a residential 
district from Veronica Street, just west of La- 
Brea, about four blocks until it runs into another 
still shorter street named Duray. 


—1 1883 ~— 


February 23, Maria sold the 100 acres 


| and her adobe home to Andrew Glassell for 


2,000.00. This man had been “attorney in 
ct” for several of the transactions wherein 


On this property, especially in the 
inity of the adobe house, stood huge trees that 
d been grown from seed obtained by Phineas 
nning (pioneer California resident and devel- 
€r of Wilmington and Catalina Island) from a 
ssionary and given by Banning to Don Tomas. 
Missionary had made a practice of collecting 
ds found in foreign lands on his travels, and 


the source of these tree seeds was never learned. 
How old the trees were is not known, but they 
were standing in the early 1880s. Probably from 
seeds dropped by the original trees, there were 
still huge trees on the home property in 1929. 


This 100 acres of Maria’s was broken 
into continuing smaller pieces until only about 
2 acres remained at the site of the Sanchez adobe, 
the property measuring 261.83 feet front and 
192.10 feet deep. The adobe reached its lowest 
point in its fortune when the California Medic- 
inal Wine Company gained possession, with plans 
to cut down all the old trees and to subdivide the 
land. A group of public spirited women learned 
of this and organized to save the historic area. 
They “sat” by the trees to prevent them being 
cut down while arranging for the purchase of 
the property by the City of Glendale. 


The neglected adobe was restored, in 
the course of which an old fireplace was found 
—hidden by alterations made during the passing 
years. Some of the furnishings of the bedrooms, 
donated by Miss Dora Verdugo, belonged to her 
mother, Maria Antonio de Verdugo. An old chest 
in the existing bedroom actually belonged to the 
Sanchez family, according to Page 282, Vol- 
ume 32 of Historical Society of Southern Cali- 
fornia Quarterlies. 


July 21, 1932 the Sanchez adobe, now 
known as Casa Adobe de San Rafael, became 
a Glendale City Park—formally opened March 
10, 1935 at 1340 Dorothy Drive, Glendale. 


In 1936, a replica of the San Rafael 
adobe was the theme of a float entered in an 
historical pageant at Los Angeles County Fair 
at Pomona. 


Maria moved back to: Los Angeles, 
living for some time on Bunker Hill with her 
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srowing children. In later years she took care 
of her granddaughter, Lorraine, whose mother 
had died when she was about 4 months old. As 
Maria’s health failed her, this child, at age about 
4, years, was placed in a convent, we are told, 
as a “foundling” and did not know her father 
and step-mother until much later. She is now 
Mrs. Lorraine S4nchez Wilson of San Diego. 


About 1909, Maria moved to the home 
of her son, Fred S4nchez, 1135 Stanford Avenue 
‘1 what was then a residential section, but in 
1969 is all commercial — 1121 Stanford and 
land to the next corner is the receiving and dis- 
iributing center for Foremost Dairy Products. 


January 17, 1912 Maria passed away 
at her son’s home. She was attended by a Dr. 
Ww. A. Dunton. Death Certificate +284 shows 


she had stomach carcinoma. She was buried in 


Calvary Cemetery. 


From such a large family, there are 


few erandchildren now living. 


Mrs. Belle Ostroph of Santa Monica, 
daughter of Alonzo, does not remember her grand- 
mother. She says that when she was a baby she 
was taken by her aunts of the del Valle family 
and was brought up at Rancho Camulous. 


Mrs. Rose Davidge of Eagle Rock 
remembers her erandmother sn her later days, 
sitting, waiting for the family to come home, and 
to have her hair combed. She was quite neat 
about her appearance and was unhappy about 
her hair turning white. She liked to smoke, and 


rolled her own cigarettes. 


Mrs. Robert A. Crawford, great erand- 
daughter of Tomas and Maria, stated that in the 
early days the Sanchez family gave a grant of 
land to the city of Los Angeles for use as a 
cemetery. The present Cathedral High School on 


Stadium Way is built on that site, the bodies 
having been re-interred elsewhere at some later 
date, This is the basis for their athletic group 
being called “The Phantoms.” 


A study of this family shows a sur: 
prising number of them were connected with 


government, law and police. 


(1) José Tadeo, Vicente, José Antonio 
: and Esteban all leather jacket sold- 
iers. 

(2) Vicente in municipal and territorial 
government. 

(3) Tomas as Sheriff, also Judge of the 
Plains—1859 to 1867. 

(4) Esteban on Los Angeles Police De- 
partment in 1871. 

(5) Francisco Alonzo George (Alonzo’s 
son) attorney. 

(6) Arturo (son of Wenceslao) was 4 
Sheriff and worked for State of 
California. 

(7) Ignacio was Crier and Interpreter in 


Los Angeles Courts, also was federal 
officer and plainclothes man. 


(g) Leland Taylor (Belle Ostroph’s a 


was in War Department 1n 


(9) William Sanchez (“‘Pete’s” son) was 
on Los Angeles Police Department. 


“— 


Davidge) was captain in the Ma 


shall’s office. He was also chief radio 


man on the USS Arizona at time 0! 
Pearl Harbor raid. He passed away 
4. or 5 years ago. 


(11) Albert Wilson (grandson of Ignaci® 

Sinchez) was in U. S. Navy, Pacific 

Fleet in WWII, earned 2 stars a0 

3 ribbons in battles of Okinawa 2% 

Formosa Straits. He now lives ™ 
Wilmington. 

(12) Arthur Wilson (his brother) is 2% 

living in Las Vegas. Was also # 


U.S. Navy, Pacific Fleet 1n It 
(13) Robert A. Crawford ( son-in-law 0 


Arturo Sanchez) was Captain 0 
Angeles Fire Department, Station ¢ 
at 4470 Coliseum Street (00 
Rancho). He is now retired: 


(10) George Dinius (son-in-law of Rose » 
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Maria’s and Tomas’ restored little adobe, now the locale 
of many community activities in present day Glendale. 
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CHAPTER IV 
E. J. “Lucky” Baldwin 


Inasmuch as books have already been 
written about Elias J. “Lucky” Baldwin, there 
will be no attempt to add to those except as relates 
to the Rancho La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera. 


C. B. Glasscock in his book, “Tucky 
Baldwin,” says: “Lucky’s cousin, Charles, man- 
aged the Las Ciénegas Rancho for many years. 
His wife was Julia.” More: “Meanwhile what 
appeared to be the best of his other ranchos was 
being developed. Charles Baldwin, a cousin, from 
Indiana was installed as superintendent of the 
AQ0O acres of the La Ciénega ranch adjoining 
Los Angeles on the south and extending over 
what is now the Baldwin Hills ... and known to 
the world’s dabblers in oil stocks as one of the 


best California oil fields. In 1885 and for some 


years thereafter the hills were sheep pasture.” 


Another source states: Up to the time | 
of his death, Baldwin considered this rancho as. | 
“worthless hills and swamps,” but in his estate 
‘+ was classed as the most valuable of his prop- 
erties, even before oil was discovered in the 
western hills. 


Mr. Ray Knisley, Administrator of 
the Baldwin Estate, in his letter of September 1, 
1969 says he fails to place Charles Baldwin and 
thinks perhaps Mr. Glasscock intended to tell 
about Ed Baldwin, only son of E. J.’s uncle J ack 
who ran the ranch for several years as a tenant 
and not as an employee. 


Could it be possible that Charles and 
Julia did supervise this ranch aiter 1875, to be 
followed by Ed in the early 20th Century? 


Mr. Knisley also says: “Quite a fam- 
ous lawsuit grew out of Ed’s farming operations. 
It seems his cattle were short of feed and the 
Los Angeles TIMES ran many articles about how 
E. J. was starving dumb beasts. Mr. Baldwin 
(E. J. ) returned from the east and filed sult | 


for vindication. 


“His statement was, ‘I care not what 
any man’s opinion of me may be, but no man 
shall accuse me of being unkind to animals and 
go unchallenged.’ This was the only suit Mr. 
Baldwin ever initiated, and the only one he ever 
lost. Mr. Otis (owner of the newspaper) em 
ployed his greatest political enemy, Senator 
Stephen White, as his attorney. The Court he 
the similarity of names was sufficient excuse I 
the error and Mr. Baldwin lost.” 


Upon asking Mr. Knisley for a sket 
of E. J. Baldwin’s cattle brand, his reply w 
“Myr. Baldwin used no brand on any anim 
excepting for a hoof brand on horses and mu 


asture.”’ 


he time 
ncho as 
s estate 
S prop- 

in the 


ator of 
nber 1, 
vin and 
to tell 
le Jack 


. tenant 


les and 
», to be 
y? 


a fam- 
‘ations. 
nd the 
ut how 
aldwin 
ad suit 


t what 
Oo man 
ls and 
it Mr. 
e ever 
) em- 
enator 
t held 


se for 


and a horn brand on cattle. These were usually 
small numerals, He held that branding was cruel 


and inhuman and inflicted needless pain, 


“He did have a recorded trade mark 


which was a Maltese cross bearing 
his initials.” 


(7) 1909—f, J. 
died, believing the rancho to 
white elephant. Sheep ranchin 
able and the land was not 
groves and he knew nothing of the oil beneath 
it. But he held the property and, at his death, 
his estate listed Rancho Ciénega o Paso de la 


Tijera as one of the most val 
Seemingly, 


“Lucky” Baldwin 
be something of a 
g became unprofit- 
adapted to orange 


uable possessions. 
no matter how fast this old rancho 
has been subdivided, the remaining unsubdi- 


vided part grows in value, directly contrary to 
its diminishing size. 


To corroborate the above statement: 


Tomas Sénchez sold his and Maria’s 3,677.5 


acres in 1875 for $60,000.00. 


on hill was a long time landmark—a 
site of the water reservoir above it in the hills. 
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In 1937, Walter 


G. McCarty paid 
$150,000.00 for 233 acres. 


In 1959, the Price to the Parkview 
Club for the I-plus acres at the site 
ranch house was $165,000.00! 


Woman’s 


of the old 


In the October 14, 1965 


issue of the Angeles Mesa News-Ad 
the following: 


anniversary 
vertiser was 


“By mid-October, 1947 the value of 


of Anita M. Baldwin had increased 
by $2,972,778 since her death in 1939, executors 
of the estate revealed at the time. 


the estate 


“The estate was estimated in 1947 to 
be worth $5,065,536. but its assets could yleld 


more than $6,000,000. Mrs. Baldwin was the 
daughter of EF, J. (Lucky) Baldwin, who acquired 


the land grant of holdings of the Vicente Sanchez. 
family in 1875.”? 


(1) Romance of 


the Ranchos, E. Palmer Conner—page 22, pub- 
lished by the 


L. A. Title and Trust Co. 
Moynier Lane (now La Cienega Blvd.) at right. Large “57” 


Berson and west 
Picture by Spence Air Photos 
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west from Baldwin Hills. Looking closely at the clubhouse complex of Sunset Fields Golf Courses 


Looking north 
he farthest end the awning furled into tts holders—this was the -etractable roofing of the Break- 


one can see ont 
fast Club site. In foreground is an early day Standard Oil service station. photo courtesy of Los Angeles Investment C 
en °. 
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Later view from Baldwin Hills. The awnin ; 
g over the Breakfast Club patio has gone. In its 
with permanent walls and roof which can be seen among the trees. Hay a grain felds of Rancho 
fields 


e la Tijera in far distance, with harvest cut and stacked. Dark area between grain 
s investment | 


torlum 


Ciénega 0 Paso d 
golf courses 1s the large peat beds. Photo taken 1932 or 1933. Photo courtesy of Los Angele 


af C ourses, 


t the Break- 


Investment Co. 


TWENTIETH 
CENTURY 


During the earliest years of the 20th 
tury, the old rancho was very quiet. Livestock 
razed on the hills and the lowlands were farmed 
arley, sugar beets and celery. 


While reminiscing, Parkview Woman’s 
b member, Mrs. Forrest J. Young (Fredelle), 
e writer that around 1904 her father would 
n rent a tallyho from a livery named “Tally 
” load in the entire family, along with lunch 
kets and they would ride out to the hills of 
Rancho for a picnic. She remembers one time 
ore a bright red dress and was teased that 
1 among the cattle which roamed the hills 
chase her. Fredelle also remembered in 
years hiking up the small canyon, approxi- 
y the location of present day Lorado Way, 
k wild jonquils. 


ales Investment 


And another Parkview member, Mrs. 
George F. Berry (Hattie), remembers that around 
1909 she and friends would hike up into the hills, 
following the direction of present day Vernon 
Avenue from their home near Vermont Avenue. 
Hattie says that in one or more of the canyons 
they saw many bones, hides and rotted carcasses 
of cattle which had maybe been those that died 
during years of drought. Also, she remembers 
that donkeys roamed the area. She and friends 
would corral them and ride them out to the beagh. 


1908 to 1911—Mr. Russ Chambers of 
Saticoy, California, a friend of the writer’s hus- 
band, has told us that during these years his 
father was working here as a farmer, and he 
and the family lived in these old adobe ranch 
buildings. 


After the partition of 1873, the re- 
mainder of the Rancho was kept intact. However, 
with the 20th century, the city of Los Angéles 
began to encroach on it. This growth was con- 
trolled—each subdivision covered large acreage, 
making planned communities possible. 


The first modern subdivider was the 
Angeles Mesa Land Company, organized in 1909 
for this purpose. According to the late Dr. P. A. 
Foster, local historian, they developed a section 
of small homes, shopping center and small busi- 
nesses, even including the Angeles Mesa Hotel 
(at 54th Street and Sixth Avenue) in a district 
which reached from 4th Avenue west to the city 
limits and between 52nd Street and Slauson 
Avenue; and south of Slauson in the neighbor- 
hood of West Boulevard. Sales during 1922 
totalled almost $1,000,000.00. 


The Los Angeles Investment Company 
started business in 1899. Its executives saw a 


future in this land. October 16, 1911, they pur- 
chased 86 acres of land known as St. Vincent’s 


71 


Te ee 


sunemeseniakt “Ne 
Saat mnie pacuaene P Pani ayeah eS 


ei oe 


anmenectee 
Aan? fem 


i cma ee 
Ae 


psig lh et Caney aa Ses 


sai pen AT A. 


sengnaananclopttnrd suse 
Se as 
Avie Sighs sstend weil 


serves tii oS ries ee ate mene tee 
nee 


saaviettcypnitnsy tatesrcena sh UaSTETet POURENEY EINES - 


Pe ee aac ie i I Sk a cl ‘ 


ee 
pate ick Oa ea ae ae Uy Be beiti ie 
% a ee) oe! A, ee, Cas ute Nats Vin 7 , - 
: Bae oid 


RET GSS Sac eae anne sawed etl 


oa a be x 


Ft aes aes a 
co nate 24 (pageant navi hae 


| 


College site, and in February 1912, bought 
41314 acres known as Baldwin 500 tract. This 
total of 500 acres roughly reached from Vernon 
south to the Angeles Mesa boundary and from 
Arlington west to Presidio Drive. In 1912 they 
bought 3000 more acres from the Baldwin Estate, 
held it through a 1913 depression and in 1915 
let it revert to the Estate. At that time these acres 
were operated by Chinese and Japanese truck 
gardeners. This company continued to develop 
the hills for residential use. In 1925 it opened 
the Viewpark tract which was extended farther 
over the hills during the 1950’s. | 


1919—The hills were still stocked 
with cattle of the Baldwin family. The Herald- 
Fxaminer newspaper of September 4, 1969 
included the following item: 


50 Years Ago — September 1919 
Notice has been issued to dove hunters 
seeking game in the vicinity of the 
Santa Anita Rancho, Rancho La Mer- 
ced, Rancho La Puente or the Ciénega 
Rancho, all owned and controlled by 
Mrs. Anita M. Baldwin, that shooting 
on these lands will not be permitted. 
These ranches are all stocked with 
blooded and valuable cattle and other 
animals, and danger from hunting 
thereon is very great. Warning to this 
effect is being issued not only by the 
management of the Baldwin ranches, 

but sporting goods firms informing all 
huntsmen who are their patrons. 


From the higher areas of these hills 
in the days when the air was clear one had unin- 
terrupted vistas of the Pacific Ocean, Catalina 
Island and the whole Los Angeles basin. This area 
locally known as “The Mesa,” was a favorite 
spot for couples to park and spark and admire 


the view. On Independence Day for many years 
cars would come to these heights by the hundreds 
to watch the fireworks at the Los Angeles Colli- 
seum, Centinela Park in Inglewood and Ocean 
Park. All could be seen in a single panorama. 


OIL 


(7) Geologists have looked favorably 
upon the Baldwin Hills as a probable oil field 
for a number of years, and as early as September, 
1916 testing was done. The field known as “Ingle- 
wood field” lies within the Baldwin Hills, the 
most prominent topographic feature along the 
line of uplift from Beverly Hills to Newport, the 
site of the other productive fields. This area 
comprises 875 acres in portions of Sections 1 
8, 16 and 17. (Rancho La Ciénega covers the 
eastern one half of sections 5, 8 and 17.) 


The discovery well, No. “Los Angeles 
Investment 1” completed by the Standard Oil 
Co. of California on September 28, 1924 at a 
depth of 2,134 feet, had an initial production of 
145 barrels of oil per day. Between September, 
1916 and the discovery date, five adjacent wells 
had been drilled and abandoned at depths rang: 
ing from 4,500 to 6,757 feet. Four of these wells, 
the Bartola Oil Co. well No. 1; Standard Oil Co 
of California, Nos. “Ciénega” 1 and 2; and 
Petroleum Corp. No. “Casserini” 1, were loca 
within half a mile of the present limits of P 
duction in the vicinity of Hauser and Rod 
Road. The fifth well, Amazon Drilling Co. W 
No. 10, later known as Pacific Oil Co. No.‘ 
win” 1, was located about a mile from pres 
productive limits. Before the end of 19245 
Mohawk Oil and Gas Syndicate well No. ' , 
completed at a depth of 2,344 feet near the W 


(1) Details furnished by Standard Oil Co. of California. 
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ern edge of the field. The initial production was 
250 barrels of oil per day. Very rapid production 
followed and by September, 1925 there were 
150 productive wells in the field. 


Although the drilling was begun with 
cable tools, it progressed to the modern methods 
of rotary drilling, aerial photograph, lithologic 
and paleontologic evidence derived from cores, 
electric logs, and formation tests. Proven acreage 
is currently leased by the Standard Oil Co. of 
California, Tidewater Associated, Shell, and the 
Baldwin Estate (owned and operated by Rancho 
La Ciénega Company) so the disadvantages of 
townlot conditions have largely been avoided. 
The presence of comparatively shallow oil zones 
and the possibilities of deeper zones make this 
field especially attractive. 


In 1968 this field produced over 5 


million barrels of oil. 


—1 1922 ~ 


November 17, 1922 a neighborhood 


: ‘Newspaper, The News Advertiser, first made its 
_ appearance serving this community. As develop- 


ent of the area spread, separate papers were 
ublished covering Angeles Mesa, Morningside, 
glewood, Westchester, Southwest and Marina. 
r the past many years, this newspaper chain 


A been operated by Rodgers McDonald Pub- 
hers, Inc. 


—1 1923 ~~ 


In 1923, in a canyon south of Stocker, 
nall 9-hole golf course known as the Angeles 
kta Golf Course,was in operation. Chas. Guest 


was the golf professional. On May 4, 1923 a 
round-robin tournament was held there, as re- 
ported in the new newspaper. 


Mr. L. A. Pratt (whose wife, Thora, is 
1969-70 President of Parkview Woman’s Club ) 
says that when he was young he would caddy for 
golfers on this course. He says that the “greens” 
were a tarred surface—hard—not like the usual 
oiled sand “greens” of that period. He says that 
when ground was broken for the Olympic Village 
in 1932 there was no longer any trace of this 
little golf course. 


AIR FIELDS 


August 1925 saw the beginnings of 
the air age on land leased from Clara Baldwin 
Stocker, fronting on Crenshaw Boulevard, then 
a narrow road called Angeles Mesa Drive. 


(7) The RYAN AIRPORT was located south of 
Exposition Boulevard and west of Angeles Mesa 
Drive. The airport was established in 1925 as 
the Los Angeles terminal of the San Diego-Los 
Angeles Airline of Ryan Airlines of San Diego. 
After the Ryan Airlines abandoned the service, 
the Pacific Air Transport used it as their terminal 
for the airline from Los Angeles to Seattle, Wash- 
ington. Douglas “Wrong Way” Corrigan took 
flying instructions while working on this airport 
for Ryan Airlines. Mr. John Roche, Sr., of the 
Los Amigos del Pueblo organization, says his 
first airplane ride was Los Angeles to San Diego 
on Ryan’s Ford Tri-motor route. 


Mr. Eugene Lutz (whose wife, Erma, is 
another Parkview Woman’s Club member) states 
that his first plane flight was in 1928 at the time 


(1) Except where otherwise credited, information on the air- 
fields was supplied by Mr. David Hatfield of Northrup Institute 
of Technology. 
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Feb. 15, 1930 air photo. Winding road at bottom of picture ts Angeles Vista Boulevard, win 


then sparsely settled subdivision of Viewpark. Today, t 


Sunset Fields Golf Courses—two 18-hole courses—reac 
Avenue with the clubhouse buildings sitting in a cluster 0 


Exposition Boulevard is the dividing line between the 


Between the ranch property and the golf courses are the 


Baye 


ding through the 


area is a web of solidly populated residential streets. 


h from Crenshaw Boulevard westerly toward La Brea 


f trees at the foot of the hill. 


Rancho La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera and Los Angeles. 
four airports, fully described in the text of this volume. 


From 39th Street, (the southern boundary of Rogers Airport) to Stocker Street at the bend in Crenshaw 1s 


location of the large shopping district opened in 1947. 


of the San Francisquito Canyon dam disaster. 
He and another man hired a Ryan plane to fly 
over the disaster area to make a survey of dam- 
age for insurance Purposes. They flew up to the 
scene, cruised back and forth to get a compre- 
hensive view, then returned to the airport; 4 
total of two hours, with pilot, for $70.00. 


LINCOLN AIRPORT was opened in 
the latter part of 1928 by Lincoln Airlines, a 
non-scheduled operation including a flying school - 


and charter service. 


SPERL AIRPORT was located at 37th 
Place and Angeles Mesa Drive. It was a flight 
strip of 500 x 1800 feet. It was dedicated in 
October, 1928 and operated by Harry Sperl who 


Picture by Spence Air Photos 
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was also distributor for the Lockheed Vega and 
Curtiss Robin. A mooring mast was available 
and the Goodyear blimp visited the field, often 
carrying passengers. 


ROGERS AIRPORT, located at 39th) 
Street and Angeles Mesa Drive, was operated 
by J. B. Webster for the estate of Emery Rogers 
who was killed at the original Rogers Airp? 
at Wilshire Boulevard and Crescent Boulevat 
(now Fairfax Avenue). The new local newspaP® 
reported that at Maddux Airport—later nam 
Rogers Airport — on July 29, 1927, the firs 
12-passenger Ford Tri-motor monoplane lande’s 
and on February 3, 1928, Ruth Elder, famet 


woman aviatrix, made her frst Los Angeles 


landing here. 


United States Government specifi- 
cations for this airport show the following: 


“Commercial airport owned by Clara 
_ B. Stocker, Merritt Bldg., 307 W. 8th St., oper- 
|. ated by Rogers Aircraft (Inc.), 3901 Angeles 
_ Mesa Drive, L. A. 


2 200’ above sea level. Distance and 
_ direction from city SW of P.O. 614 miles. 


: “Size 1,000’ x 3,681’, 80 acres, rec- 
_ tangular. Surface hard grass, level, good natural 
| drainage. Whole field available for landing, no 
markings, no lighting. Name ROGERS in white 
on hangar, wind-direction indicator is cone on 
mast near office. No beacon, landing, boundary 
or approach lights. 


fe an “No landing fee. Storage $25.00 per 
1 La Brea month, service personnel daytime only. 3 hangars 

of wood frames with corrugated iron sheathing 
»s Angeles. 1 and dirt floors. Minor repair facilities. Fuel and 
sede ala | oil available, also guard and hand fire extin- 


ince Air Photos 


guishers, first aid. 


“Telephone available but no radio or 


Vega and | telegraph. Meals available. Transportation to 

available | city: automobile or street car 14 mile away. No 

eld, ofte> | weather map or display board and nearest wea- 
ther bureau in Los Angeles.” 

d at 39th AMERICAN AIRPORT was the largest 

operated yf the Angeles Mesa airports and in 1930 it 


innexed the Rogers Airport. Howard Hughes and 
Nilbur May of the May Company were taught 
y at this airport in 1927 by Charles LaJotte, 
Tuctor. Mr. L. A. Pratt, who caddied at 
small Angeles Vista Golf Course mentioned 
lier, would take his earnings directly to the 


erican Airport and would spend them for 


ng lessons. He says that in 1928.29, Lind- 
landed at the American Airport in his 


Mt of St. Louis plane. Mr. Pratt also says that 


Holly Boulus operated a glider school here, 
and one in San Diego where Anne and Charles 
Lindbergh both learned to fly gliders. 


United States Government specifications 
for this area in 1929 show increased facilities: 


“Commercial airport owned and oper- 
ated by American Aircraft Corp. 


“Size 1,000’ x 1,500’, approximately 
34 acres, rectangular, surface sod, level, natural 


drainage. 3 graded runways but whole field can 
be used. 


“150° standard marking white circle 
at intersection of runways. AMERICAN AIR- 
PORT name in field, also on building. Buildings 
painted white with red and blue trim, white 
fence along east side. 


“No beacon, boundary or approach 
lights, but there were flood lights for landing 
with runways illuminated. 


“6 hangars with storage rates of 50c 
per day outside, $1.50 for smal] hangar and 
$2.50 for large hangar. Service personnel ayail- 
able with repair facilities, spares, fuel and oil, 
guard and hand fire extinguishers in each hangar, 
and first aid. 


“There was both telephone and tele- 
graph communication, but still no radio. Lights 
turned on only by request, and beacon tower 
was in the city.” 


During those early days of air trans- 
portation, people would drive from all parts of 
the city, park along the fence on Mesa Drive and 
watch the activity, often bringing picnic baskets 
and making a day of it. 


A personal experience: The writer and 


3 teenage girl friends, when enroute from the East 


(6) 


Hollywood and Silver Lake areas to Redondo 
Beach for a weekend visit, stopped at a small 
Feld located on west side of La Brea between 
Veronica and Coliseum, where there was 4 small 
shack and two WW I vintage biplanes — open 
cockpit. For $1.00 we were taken up, two at a 
time, for a 5 minute ride after being equipped 
with leather flying helmets and goggles. These 
small fields were often found on the perimeter or 
near operating airports. Mr. Spence of Spence 
Air Photos also remembers this one. 


A 1927 


This year saw more development on 
the Rancho. Angeles Mesa Drive was widened, 
paved, and name changed to Crenshaw Boule- 
yard. Leimert Boulevard was opened. 


The Leimert Park residential and in- 
come property subdivision in an area north of 
Vernon and west of 4th Ave, was opened by 
Walter Leimert Company on land purchased 
from Anita Baldwin Stocker. This was developed 
for homes in a parklike setting with divided 
streets planted in big trees and colorful oleander 
shrubs which in time grew into trees. The build- 
ings mostly followed the Spanish or Mediter- 


ranean style of architecture. 


A storm drain was laid out by the Los 
Angeles County through the rancho along the 
approximate line of what was to be Santa Barbara 
Avenue and out to the present Higuera Street in 
Culver City. The marshy meadows and under- 
ground water that was a boon to operation of 
a ranch were a big headache to the subdivided 
streets and city lots. Fach rain brought floods. 
(This storm drain was but one of many miles 


of drain installed over the years until, by 1970, 


most of the southwest Los Angeles is no longer 


subject to the unfriendly damaging water. ) 


Mr. Ray Knisley wrote on September 
1, 1969, that “Mrs. Anita Baldwin tried to have 
a state park created, using the hills, but I failed 
with both the State and the City. The Regents 
of University of California wished to locate 
U.C.L.A. on the hills, but political powers won 
out at Westwood, where the new campus was 
officially opened September 20, 1929. Had | 
known some people then as well as I did later, 
perhaps the contour of that part of the city 
would be more appealing.” 


Mrs. Baldwin, however, did donate 
the 30 acre Rancho La Cienega Playground on 
Rodeo Road at its junction with Santa Barbara. 


SUNSET FIELDS 
GOLF COURSES 


The Sunset Golf Corporation, 4 stock 
company, obtained a long term lease from the 
Anita Baldwin Estate for 200 acres to be con: 
verted into two 18-hole golf courses and a 9-hole 
pitch and putt course. This property extended — 
from Crenshaw Boulevard to La Brea Avenue, 
skirting the base of the hills on the south bound- 
ary and reaching to the area of peat beds roughly 
about where Santa Barbara and Coliseum Streets 
cut through on the north. 


Chas. W. Cross and R. E. Heath at 
ranged this lease and remained for some tim 
as managers. Mr. Jim Daugherty was one of th 
pioneers of this idea, and largest stockholde 
and later manager. Darsie L. Darsie of the Lo 
Angeles TIMES was also in this corporation. 
courses were designed by Wn. T. “Billy” Bel 
although a man named Thompson obtained 4 
the publicity on it. 
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‘Billy”’ Bell glected, rain-damaged adobe walls. I 
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This information was given the writer 
by Mr. Marvin Clawson, who worked as a starter 
when the courses opened on Labor Day, 1927. 
He became general manager and golf profes- 
sjonal, and continued with the organization till 
st closed its doors June lI, 1947. Mr. Ray Knis- 
ley, Administrator of the Baldwin Estate, was 
operator of these courses during the later years. 


When the Sunset Golf Corporation 
began its construction, it was decided to recon- 
struct what was still usable of the old rancho 
adobes, and erected new buildings on the origi- 
nal foundations of the unrepairable ones, incor- 
porating them into clubhouse, grill, offices, etc. 
The building which was demolished when Don 
Felipe Drive was opened contained the men’s 
shower rooms and lockers, the existing southerly 
building held the women’s lockers and showers. 
When this reconstruction was begun, the old 
ranch buildings had last been used as a dairy. 
The new clubhouse was laid out on lines recreat- 
ing the plan of the original ranch buildings, tying 
them in with the new additions with a long 
corridor facing the east. 


An area a few feet west of the club- 
house buildings had been used by the Breakfast 
Club. It was an enclosed barbecue patio, with 
shoulder-high wall and canvas retractable awn- 
ings in lieu of a roof. About 1932, 12 x 12 
upright beams were installed along the inside 
of these walls with overhead heavy wood con- 
struction. From these the walls were carried up 
to a roof; weight of both the wall additions and 
roof are carried on this superstructure. This 
building, 45’ x 73’ in size, became the site of 
dances during the Sunset Fields days, was the 
church auditorium of St. Bernadette’s parish, and 
‘5 the main “hall” of Parkview Woman’s Club. 


Plowing and excavating for the courses 
turned up reminders of habitation of the rancho 


land even before the days of Vicente Sanchez. 
Numerous Indian metates, and manos and pestles 
one handsome boat-shaped sandstone bowl; sev. 
eral arrowheads of good workmanship; and ar 
ancient Spanish cannonball 3” in diameter wer« 
found. 


During the Depression years, money 
for operating and maintenance was scarce, anc 
sheep which grazed the nearby hills were brought 
in to keep the grass on fairways cut short. This 
was unsatisfactory, and gradually the course 
became run down. The Baldwin family, under 
Mr. Knisley, took it over to bring it back to 
good condition. 


In 1928 or 1929 the Southern Cali. 
fornia PGA tournament was held on these 
courses, won by the famous professional, Olin 
Dutra. For three years the Sunset Fields Open 
tournament was held, for a purse of $1,000.00. 
One year, Ken Murray put on a $1,500.00 Pro- 
Am, won by Ray Mangrum. 


As a personal note: Recently when 
going through my husband’s old clippings for 
an article about him published by a golf maga: 
zine, I found that in 1936, when Adrian won the 
National Elks championship, it was one of many 


“4 


tournaments played on the Sunset Fields courses: 


While reminiscing recently, Mr. Mac 
Watters of Rossmoor in northern California sal 
he has many fond memories of golf at Sunst 
Fields beginning when he was a student at Manué 
Arts High School. He says he was on the 1 
high school golf team organized and the teal 
members were allowed to practice free of charg 
at Sunset Fields. He remembers that at that t , 
only Manual Arts and Los Angeles High schoo 


had golf teams, so competition was minimal 


Mr. Marvin Clawson says he. tate, 
golf classes from University of Southern © 
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fornia, both men and women, for which they 
recelved course credit. 


Mr. Watters remembered that about 
1933-34 he watched an exhibition of golf by the 
great Walter Hagen, Chas. Sievers (amateur), 
Fay Coleman and Chas. Guest at this course. 
Lloyd Mangrum, many times winner of the Los 
Angeles Open Tournament, was a caddy here. 


Mr. Walter Marsh ran the Pro Shop 
while Jim Daugherty was still alive. Each winter 
the touring professionals would sharpen up their 
game by practicing on this course prior to the 
annual Los Angeles Open. This course was also 
the winter golf home for numerous major and 
minor league baseball players. 


Much of this information was furnished 
by Mr. Carl Hannan who has worked many years 
| In various phases of golf. He said that in 1946 
| he and the golf architect, Wm. T. “Billy” Bell, 
| scouted the area in the hills between the proposed 
| Baldwin Hills reservoir and the La Brea-Stocker 
| intersection for a new golf course and hotel. 
| He says Mr. Knisley and the Baldwin family 
| were agreeable but at that moment the money to 
_ finance it was not available despite the Baldwin 
family’s extensive land holdings. The members 
_ of Sunset F ilelds, which was to be closed, would 
ve been a nucleus for the proposed club. How- 
ever, they soon lost their fairways and greens 
commerce. 


Interesting, too, is the fact that of the 
Sur ranchos granted to members of the Sanchez 
ily, acreage of each has at some time been 
d for golf courses: 


Rancho San Rafael: The Annandale 
ty Club was first opened as a golf course 


+894 and incorporated as a country club 
906. 


Oakmont Country Club opened in 1922, 


Chevy Chase Country Club—9 holes— 
was opened in 1926, 


All of these courses are stil] In oper- 
ation. 


Rancho La Ciénega 0 Paso de la Tijera: 
Sunset Fields was in operation for 20 years, 
1927 to 1947, with two 18-hole courses. 


Rancho El Niguel: E] Niguel Country 
Club was opened in 196]. 


Rancho Santa Clara del Norte: Saticoy 


Country Club, the newest, moved from the town 
of Saticoy to its present location on this rancho 


in June of 1964. 


1932 OLYMPIC GAMES 


Nineteen thirty-two was the year of the 
Olympic Games in Los Angeles. Several locations 
were considered for an Olympic Village to house 
contestants, and the old Rancho was chosen. The 
deciding factors were that the summertime wea- 
ther was 10° cooler, and its proximity to the 


Olympic swimming pools, the Coliseum and 
locations of other events. 


According to the Los Angeles TIMES 
newspaper of August 14, 1932, Mr. H. O. Davis, 
who had built the San Diego Exposition, was 
given the job of organizing and constructing the 
necessary accommodations. These consisted of 
2-room cottages, each to house four contestants. 
There were 5 miles of streets, laid out to conform 
to the contour of the hills, servicing 500 of these 


_ trim little pink and white cottages, on a 158 acre 


site of the present day Viewpark residential 
district. There were 5 dining rooms, 1000’ x 40’ 
in size, with the foreign teams invited to bring 
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Photo by Spence Air Photos 


Olympic Village from the air with Administration buildings in the foreground. 


their own chefs to prepare meals in the well- 
equipped kitchens. 


The Administration building was the 
official entrance and only contestants and officials 
were allowed to pass through. There were a post 
office, radio station, hospital and dental labora- 
tory on the premises. Around the houses and on 
acres of open area, grass and colorful zinnias 
were planted. The contract with the owner of the 
land required that the property be returned at 
the end of the games in the same condition as 
it was found, so the roads could not be oiled; 
they were sprinkled with water each day to keep 
down the dust. 


This was the first time it had been 
attempted to house all contestants of an Olympic 
Games in one place. It was such a success that 
the same format has been continued up to the 
present. It is said over 600,000 visitors dropped 
by, and 60 days after the Olympic Torch was 
extinguished, the hills were completely cleared 
of all evidence of the 1,850 international athletes 
who had lived there for 2 to 3 weeks at a cost 
to them of $2.00 per day for room and board. 


Some of the athletes who enjoyed their 
sojourn on the old Rancho, and won their con- 
tests, were: 


Lee Sexton — USA — 
Shot put of 52’ 6” 


Duncan McNaughton — Canada — 
High jump of 6’ 548” 

Babe Dedrickson — USA — 
Javelin throw of 143’ 4” 


Ellen Preis — Austria — 

Fencing champion 
Eddie Tolan — USA — 

100 meter dash — 10.3 seconds 
Robert Tisdall — Ireland — 

400 meters — 51.8 seconds 


Stella Walsh — Poland — 
women’s 100 meter 
dash — 11.9 seconds 


Thos. Hampson — 800 meter race — 
1 minute 59.8 seconds 


Geo. Saling — High hurdles. 


Bill Biller — USA — 
Pole vault — 14’ 17%” 


Juan Carlos Zabala — Argentina — 


Marathon race — 2 hrs. 31 m. 36 s. 
Helene Madison — USA — 


Women’s swimming 
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Buster Crabbe — USA — 


Men’s swimming champion 


Georgia Coleman — USA _ 
Women’s diving champion 


Eleanor Holm — UsA — 
Women’s swimming 


Japanese boys who broke all 
swimming records 


California Crew who were Victorious 


According to the Los Angeles TIMES 


_ newspaper of July 7, 1969, there is a building 
_ on the present day Police Academy in Elysian 
Park which brings back memories of this Olym- 
pic Village. 


The Police Range was used for the 
Olympic Games pistol events. After the games 
were finished and Olympic Village was being 
torn down, the then Police Chief, James E. Davis, 


_ Inade arrangements to buy one of the mess halls. 
_ It was dismantled, taken to Elysian Park and 
| set up to form the framework of the clubhouse 
- of the Los Angeles Police Revolyer and Athletic 


| Club, Inc., which originated and maintained 
| the organization that developed into the Police 


_ Academy. 


“The old mess hall,’ wrote The Times, 


| “is unrecognizable now behind its arched facade 


of masonry in the style of the California Missions 
but its doorway, reached through a paved patio 
wing around a graceful fountain, is still the 
Main entrance to the club.” 


Mrs. Grace Bernard, librarian at the 
Glendale News-Press newspaper says that in 
1941 she with her husband and baby went to 


mall cozy comfortable cottage, one of several 
the property. When discussing these cottages 
th the owner, he stated these were buildings 
vhich had housed the contestants at the Olympic 
ames. He had bought the group of buildings 


alm Springs for a short vacation. They stayed in ~ 


when the Olympic Village was dismantled and 
had moved them to Palm Springs, During the 
Passing years they have been replaced by more 
modern accommodations, 


1934-PEAT 


Recently, Mrs. Wm. FE. Pohl (another 
Parkview member) while sorting papers of her 
late husband, found the following document 
which tells of another phase of the old rancho. 


It has been stated before that there 
were extensive peat beds in an area roughly 
where modern day Santa Barbara and Rodeo 
Road are located and between Crenshaw and La 
Brea. (See picture on page 70.) Why the contract 
mentions property south of Olympic is not known 


-as the peat beds did not extend that far north. 


The Pohl family had a farm supply 
business and the peat was furnished to farmers 
and nurserymen to be mixed with soil to aerate 
it and help the nutrients reach the plants, 


It is interesting to note that this land of 


peat beds (resulting from the ancient or swampy | 


land and which had a history of catching fire 
underground which sometimes burned for years ) 
has in the past several] years became solidly 
built with apartments and condominiums. 


AGREEMENT 
THIS AGREEMENT, MADE AND 
ENTERED INTO this 2nd day of October, 1934., 
by and between ANITA M. BALDWIN, party 
of the first part, and N. M. POHL, doing busi- 
ness under the fictitious firm name of SANTA 
ANITA GROWERS, party of the second part. 


WITNESSETH 


In Consideration of the payments to 
be made as hereinafter specified, the said first 


81 


party does hereby grant to the second party the 
exclusive right to extract peat from deposits situ- 
ated in that portion of the RANCHO CIENEGA 
O’PASO DE LA TIJERA, lying east of La Brea 
Avenue, west of Crenshaw Boulevard and south 
of Olympic Boulevard, at points to be mutually 
agreed upon by parties hereto, with the right of 
ingress and egress from La Brea Avenue thereto 
as necessary for that purpose, with the terms 
and conditions as follows, to-wit: 


FIRST: The second party agrees to 
pay the sum of twenty-five (25c) cents per cubic 
yard for all peat extracted, said payments to be 
made on the 15th and 30th of each month for 
the yardage extracted during the periods pre- 
ceding such dates. Should payments not be made 
as specified, party of the second part shall cease 
extracting peat immediately and for such period 
as they are delinquent in said payments; and 
party of the first part may, at her option, cancel 
this agreement during such period of delinquency 
upon three (3) days notice of her intention to 
do so, by registered letter to the last known 
address of the party of the second part. 


SECOND: The second party agrees to 
deliver to the first party’s representative, at the 
close of each working day, a statement, showing 
the exact number of cubic yards of peat removed 
from the premises during that day. | 


THIRD: The second party agrees to 
indemnify and save the first party from any and 
all liability or liabilities arising out of and/or 
caused by reason of injury or injuries to any 
person, animal or personal property which may 
be injured or damaged by reason of any exca- 
vation or operation by the second party in, upon 
and about the described premises. 


FOURTH: The second party agrees to, 


at all times carry Workman’s Compensation 


- out of and/or because of any infringement and/ 


Insurance, covering and insuring all their em- 
ployees working in, upon and about the aforesaid 
premises, in accordance with the Laws, Statutes 
and Rules of the State of California, now in force, 
or which may be hereinaiter enacted, and the 
second party agrees to indemnify the first party 
and save the first party harmless from any and 
all liability for injury or injuries to the person 
and/or property of any person or persons in the 
second party’s employ, or otherwise, resulting ~ 

| 
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from or caused by second party’s operations in, 
upon and about the aforesaid real property. 


FIFTH: The second party agrees to 
observe and comply with, at their sole cost and 
expense, any and all Laws, Statutes, Ordinances, 


‘Rules, Regulations and Orders of any and all 


Federal, State, County and/or Municipal Legis- 
lative Assemblies, Boards, Officers and/or Repre- 
sentatives, now in force or which may be herein- 
after enacted, and/or promulgated, which in any 
way relate to or are applicable to the use, oper 
ations and/or occupancy, in, on and/or about 
said property by the second party and/or the 
operations conducted thereon by the second party, 
and the second party agrees to, at all times, 
indemnify the first party and save them harmless _ 
from any and all liability which may arise from, 


or violation and/or omission by the second party; 
its agents and/or employees of and/or with 
respect to such Laws, Statutes, Ordinances, Rules. 
Regulations or Orders. 


SIXTH: The second party agre* 
allow the first party and/or their representatlv 
to enter upon and inspect said property at al 
and all times. 


SEVENTH: The first party shall né 
be liable to the second party or any other persee. 
whomsoever on account of any injury that 
second party or any other person may SU 
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from any peat fire that may exist upon the afore- 


said property or any part thereof, and the second 
party is to indemnify and save the first party 
harmless from any such liability. 


EIGHTH: This right shall be revoc- 
able, upon sixty (60) days written notice to the 
second party mailed to their last known address. 


NINTH: This right shall not be assign- 


-\- able, except when first party’s acquiesence there- 


- to shall first have been obtained in writing. In 
_ the event the second party should be adjudged 
_ a bankrupt, this permit and all your rights there- 


| under shall terminate immediately. 


TENTH: Should the party of the first 


_ Part decide, at a later date, to lease this prop- 


| erty, or any portion thereof, for the extraction 


_ of peat, sixty (60) days notice of such intention 
: will be mailed to the party of the second part 
a to their last known address, so that they may 
: submit offer thereon, until such time as the party 
S of the first part may decide to so lease, unless 
- this permission shall be revoked previously 
thereto. 
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LAND DEVELOPMENT 


1937 — Fred W. Marlow and F ritz B, 
Burns opened land for Windsor Hills, a sub- 
division in the area between Eileen and La Brea 
Avenues, north of Slauson Avenue, This land had 
been willed by the Baldwin Estate to an organi- 
zation known as the 13 Charities. 


June 20, 1937 — Walter G. McCarty 
Enterprises, Inc. bought 233 acres for $150,- 
000.00 which was subdivided and named Buck- 
ingham Square. This area was rough 


ly between 
Rodeo Road and Santa Barbara, west o 


f Crenshaw. 


1938 — Henry de Roulet Corp. is said 
to have also purchased 1300 acres west of 
Crenshaw to one mile west of La Brea between 
Exposition Boulevard and Rodeo Road, to be 
called Sunset Hills. 


1946 — Between the Baldwin Hills 


_ Village and the hills west of La Brea, a project 


of one-family homes named Rancho Vista, was 
built by developer Pau] Trousdale. 


Baldwin Hills Estates later put on the 


market view lots up over the crest of the hills 
to and around the water reservoir. 


1947 — Angeles Mesa N ews-Advertiser _ 
reported October 14, 1965: “I. A. City Council 
speeded the development of Baldwin Hills area 
October 12, 1947 by Preparing an ordinance for 


changing zoning to allow multiple dwelling units 
in the Prudential tract. 


“Boundaries of the Prudential] tract 
were Santa Barbara Avenue on the northeast, 
Rodeo Road on the north, a line approximately 
970 feet east of La Brea Avenue on the west 
and on the south by the city boundary line on 
the easterly extension of Coliseum Street. 


“The Aetna Construction Company, a 
week before, received approval of the County 
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Regional Planning Commission for opening 22 
acres for 25 single family home sites west of 
Crenshaw Blvd. and south of Santa Barbara Ave. 


“A garden type development, the 
Prudential subdivision was planned to be land- 
scaped, and would have a community playground 
and other facilities, including individual garages 
and off-street parking areas, according to com- 
pany officials. 


“The new housing projects were to be 
located on a part of the Sunset Fields golf course, 


which Paul W. Trousdale had purchased the 


previous spring for subdivision. 


“Annexation to the city of most of the 


district was requested. 


“The zoning change ordinance was 
prepared by the city attorney upon recommen 
dation of the city planning commission. It would 
change zoning in the Prudential tract from R-l, 
or single family, to R-4, or multiple dwelling.” 


Mrs. Kenneth Trefitzs (Ellen), who 
ss another Parkview member, told the writer 
that, through the efforts of her husband, a co- 
operative was formed (one of the very few 
successful ones) consisting mostly of members 
of the faculty of University of Southern Cali- 
fornia. They purchased 18 acres of land from 
the Baldwin Hills Company, on the north side 
of the hills and west of La Brea Avenue. They 
had this area surveyed into 52 lots on two streets, 
Weatherford and Stillwater, and called it “Troy- 
dale.” The first houses (built individually by 


the lot owners) were completed in 1951. 


BALDWIN HILLS VILLAGE 


In the late 1930’s a new concept of 
apartment living came into being. Plans were 


supervision of the U. S. Housing Agency for a 
complex of 630 apartments on 68 acres in what 
was then open country in the northwestern flat 
land of the old Rancho west of La Brea, to be 
known as Baldwin Hills Village. 


| 
drawn and construction begun in 1939 under | 
| 


The buildings of one and two stories 
were to be surrounded by extensive parkway and 
a large Village Green in the heart of the project. 
There were to be no streets through the complex. 
However, garage courts and parking areas pro- 
vided near and private entry to each apartment. 


The first units, in 4 or 5 buildings, were 
opened for rental on December 7, 1941 (Pearl 
Harbor Sunday) and by the summer of 1942 


the construction was completed. 


The apartments were planned to make 
use of the most modern designs in convenience. 
They were from l-bedroom to 3-bedroom in 
size, each with either a fenced patio or an 


upstairs balcony. 


On the premises there were originally 
tennis courts, a community clubhouse with small 
lending library, a beauty shop, small tea room 
and branch of Thriftimart marketing chain. 
After World War IU when facilities became 
available in the surrounding neighborhood, the 
market, clubhouse, tea room, beauty shop, et 
were closed and these premises remodeled into 
more apartments. 


Some of the sections were for adults 
only, others were rented to families, it being the 
opinion of the planners that such a separation 
was conducive to happier tenants. The fami) 
section contained play areas for the children 


In 1969, Baldwin Hills Village 
owned and operated by Baldwin M. Baldwin, 
direct descendant of E. J. “Lucky” Baldwin 
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COMMERCE 


Two well-established big city stores 
liberately located on a suburban corner, ex- 
»Pecting the population to follow them. 


Ground was broken in the shadow of 
g the fairways of Sunset F ields Golf 


Crenshaw Shopping Center—looking north from Stocker Str 
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Photo courtesy of Crenshaw Chamber of Commerce 


eet—taken about 1952. 


Course, and in 1947 there was a grand opening, 
with May Company leading the parade on Octo- 
ber 10, followed on November 13 by F. W. Wool- 
worth and on November 2] by The Broadway 
Department Store. Although these buildings faced 
on Crenshaw Boulevard, their rear facades and 
entrances were equally impressive, giving direct 


access from the parking lots which altogether 
could accommodate over 3,000 


automobiles on 
what had been the golf fairways 


The population did follow and the shop- 
ping and business area on Crenshaw extended 
from 57th Street north to Jefferson Street and 
beyond; out Santa Barbara and Santa Rosalia 
for several blocks; followed by another com- 
mercial center at La Brea and Rodeo. 
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F 
Water and Power. Looking north, Baldwin Hills Village complex of apartments at 


Baldwin Hills Reservoir of the Department of 
base of the hill. Park La Brea apartments in 


WATER 


(1) When Los Angeles Investment 
Company first developed these hills, it built 
A. reservoirs. One each on Valley Ridge Avenue 
and Mt. Vernon Drive are still in operation; one 
west of Overhill and one on Homeland are now 


abandoned. 


The water originally came from wells, 
but as population and demand increased, they 
joined the Metropolitan Water District, and were 
getting about half the water from the District 
when Los Angeles Investment sold, 5 or 6 years 
ago, to California Water Company, which still 
services those areas in the county. 


(7) In order to better serve the resi- 
dents of Baldwin Hills, the lowlands to the west, 
and portions of Centinela Valley that are part 
of the city of Los Angeles, it was decided by the 
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 
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far right hand distance, Beverly Hills in far left at base of Hollywood hills. 
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Picture by Spence Air Photos 


to build a reservoir behind an earth-filled dam 
in the Baldwin Hills west of La Brea Avenue. 
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Surveying and excavation began in 
January, 1947, to construct the reservoir and a 
42” spillway. In 1949 Kemper Construction 
Company started work on their contract for lin- 
ing, piping, installation and final hook-up of the” 
equipment. The first valve was opened to place | 
this facility in service in April 1951. This reser 
voir could hold 293,000,000 gallons of water 1 
a 19-acre lake and serve the community throug 
15 miles of inlet-outlet pipes. 


On December 14, 1963, resulting fro! 
causes undetermined, a break developed in 4 
face of the retaining wall, part of which 
lapsed, and water cascaded down the hill, tas 


everything with it on its way to join Ballor 


(1) Mr. Robert Ingold of L. A. Investent Co. 


(2) Information from Mr. Dick Nelson of Public 
Dept., Dept. of Water & Power. 


Relate 


| 


_ Creek near J efferson and La Cienega Boulevards 
~ and thence to the ocean. Property damage ran 
_ into many millions of dollars; five persons lost 
| : their lives and use of the area in the hills as 


a reservoir has been abandoned. 


She was ordered off the premises and hustled 
into an automobile. The officers refused to let 
her use her own car which when the water receded 
was still in its garage, hood-high in mud. It had 
to be dug out and towed away, a complete loss. 
The next day when we went to get some clothing 
and other articles from her apartment, we found 
the people directly below patiently digging with 
a garden fork into the 6-foot deep soft mud in 
the corner of their patio. They were bringing 
up unbroken silverware, glassware, and dishes 
that had been swept out of their cupboards when 
the water gushed through the apartment 6 to 7 
feet deep, completely ruining everything, furni- 
ture, clothing, etc. 


: The leakage was first noticed about 
- noon and an alert was sounded. Police were 
_ called to canvass the entire area below the reser- 
| voir, warning residents to leave as a precaution. 
As the crack increased in size, people were 
ordered to evacuate immediately. F earing a 
gy traffic jam which could back up to the overflowing 
_ dam, cars were filled and ordered to quickly drive 
| "away, without time to pick up extra clothing 
or valuables. 


This was just one of the man stories 
This precaution saved many hundreds J 


ents at bf lives When the aanheifian fishes mae that could be told by residents of the area. 
aideiit the wall of water came rushing down. It over- Except for the scar on the face of the 
flowed the residences, streets, stores, restaurants reservoir wall, there is now no evidence discern- 87 
| dam _and other business properties in its way and the ible of the tragedy of that Saturday so well 
enue. : apartment complex of Baldwin Hills Village and remembered by all in the city. 
ae, oe other apartments farther to the west. 
a 9 
and “ | = When the water receded and the resj- P ARKVIEW WOMAN 5S CLUB 
icon | ‘dents returned they were to find in some instances 
mr lin- “that not only was their house gone, but there was In 1946, ~ ep of fifteen women 
of the aro longer any lot! As is often the case in floods, living in the Leimert Park, Viewpark and the 
place everything was buried in a sea of mud. Many Windsor Hills area of Rancho La Ciénega o 
reser- Treople had nothing left but the clothes thes wore. Paso de la Tijera met at the home of Mrs. Geo. 
ter In ag F. Turechek. They elected to form a woman’s 
conch _tlowever, they came back, and cleaning up and bile Vamedect ect F 
roug 1A. tion were quickly under wa ciuD dedicated to the a vancerment an Promotion 
ia 4 7 f of social, philanthropic, literary, educational and 
_— 7 As an example of the extent of damage, civic interests, and named it Parkview Woman’s 
« the 4 Of the 630 apartments in Baldwin Hills Village Club. Mrs. Turechek became its first president. 
1 cole many as 400 required from minor to very Through the years, this eras, has 
aking tensive rebuilding. conformed to the aims set up by the founding 
Iona As a personal experience: my aunt members. Their meetings were held at Carl’s 
d just moved into an upstairs apartment in Restaurant at Vernon and Crenshaw; later at 
Jetiolll tage Court 7. She had been cleaning house Leimert Theatre on 43rd Place; still later at 


morning and was clad in a shirt and jeans. Angeles Mesa Masonic Lodge, 11th Avenue and 


Clubhouse complex of Parkview Woman's Club. Compare with picture of adobes on page 22. 


54th Street, with smaller committees and sections 
meeting at individual members’ homes. 


During this time they dreamed of 
having a home of their own. They earned and 
saved their money and looked for the right 
location. They bought two lots at the corner of 
Mullen and 54th Streets. Because of the require- 
ments for parking space, it was not possible to 
build an adequate clubhouse and still meet the 
parking need on this land so they waited and 
continued to shop for a larger lot. 


On March 5, 1959, the membership 
yoted to sell their 54th and Mullen lots to the 
Angeles Mesa Presbyterian Church (whose mem- 
bers wanted it for a parking area) and use this 
money as a down payment on an option with the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles on one-plus acres 
at 3725 Don Felipe Drive. This property had. 
been operated by St. Bernadettes Catholic Church 
since 1947, with the largest building serving as 
the church auditorium, and the adobes as living 
quarters for the clergy during construction of 
larger, modern quarters farther down the street. 


Photo by Jimmie Dale Photo Service 


five old buildings, the reconstruction of which 
had been done for Sunset Fields Golf Courses. 
This piece of land and its buildings were ear- 
marked for high-rise development, which meant 
destruction of the historic old adobes of Rancho 
La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera. 


| 
| 
The property contained a complex otf | 
| 


As soon as the church vacated, the 350 
members of Parkview rolled up their sleeves, 
enlisted the aid of their husbands, got out their 
ladders, paint pots, carpentry tools, etc., under 
the general direction of retired Navy Commander. 
Jack Wm. Green (whose wile, Virginia, became : 
the first rental chairman) and personally trans” 
formed the old buildings into a very attractive 


ms. 
= 


woman’s club. They held a drive for loans of 


gifts of money or materials and even tradini 


stamps were used to secure necessary furnishings 


5 held 


The first regular meeting wa 
January 1961, using the large auditorium fo 
this purpose. The smaller adobe is the hom 
of the resident caretaker, having a living-t° 


office, bedroom, kitchen and bath. The 2-st0 
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adobe has varied uses. One room is the club 
office. One room is a lobby or meeting place, and 


_ the third js daintily furnished for use of the 
: many brides to change from their wedding dress 
_ to attend the many receptions held here. The 
_ other two large halls {JI the need for smaller 
: meetings, workshops and sewing room for the 
| : philanthropy sewing groups. Each of the three 
- “halls” has a charming outdoor patio or garden. 
e There is a large, fully-equipped kitchen and a 
- smaller auxiliary one. 


As in bygone days of the Dons, the 


site will continue to be the center of gracious 
E hospitality and the locale from which Parkview 
| Woman’s Club wil] fulfill its original objectives. 


The Parkview Woman’s Club club- 
_ house buildings have become the scene of many 
; wedding receptions—eyen some weddings—and 
the home of other organizations in the area. 


YOUTH CENTER 


A man named Charles Masters, prior 


“to World War II thought a youth center would 
be an asset to the community. He approached 
some of the loca] businessmen who held a dinner 


at Carl’s Restaurant (which was at Vernon Ave. 


and Crenshaw—now the home of Great Western 
| Savings & Loan) as result of which $15,000.00 


During the war years this idea was 
helved, to be renewed about 194g. There were 
} ny money-raising events held in the commun- 
¥ for various purposes as well as some youth 


¥ “tivities and the Y.M.C.A. A swimming pool 


was in the original Plans but, because of the 
need for parking space, this hever materialized. 


More recently, arrangements were made 
for the Y.M.C.A. to take over exclusive possession 
of the Property. During 1968 there was a drive 
for additional] funds and $78,000.00 was raised 
to refurbish the building to meet the needs of 
the Y.M.C.A., which now conducts a program 
for over 3,000 young boys and men. 


This is typical of the community spirit 
which has been evident throughout the history 
of the Crenshaw district. 


One of the best ways to gauge the 
growth of any area is to take note of the location 
of its schools and the dates of their construction, 
The following schools within the boundaries of 
the old Rancho La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera 
tell this story: , 


Initial Current 
Date Enroll- = Enrol]. 
School Opened ment ment 
Angeles Mesa 1917 44, 1063 
2611 West 52nd St. 
Dublin Avenue 1926 196 69] 
3875 Dublin St. 
42nd Street 1926 323 803 
4231 Fourth Ave. 
4th Street 1927 363 878 
5901 So. Eileen Ave. 
Audubon Junior High 1929 569 1939 
4201 Creed at Stocker 
Dorsey Senior High 1937 1005 2712 
3537 Farmdale 
Baldwin Hills 1943 123 1008 
9421 Rodeo at Hauser 
Hillcrest 1949 285 975 


4041 Hillcrest Dr. 
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Initial Current 


Date Enroll- Enroll- 
School Opened ment ment 
Windsor Hills 1954. 774 746 
5215 Overdale Dr. 
Crenshaw Senior High 1968 2503 2850 
5010 Eleventh Ave. 
Marlton Avenue 1968 100 181 
(School for the Deaf) 
4.000 Santo Tomas Dr. 


There are also two Catholic parochial 
schools within the borders of the rancho: 


Transfiguration 1937 150 612 
4020 Roxton at 
Santa Barbara 

St. Bernadette’s 1955 230 370 
4196 Marlton Ave. 


When St. Bernadette’s was opened its 
classes extended from kindergarten through the 
6th grade. At present st conducts classes from 
kindergarten through the 8th grade. 


In addition to the public and parochial 
school systems, there are two private institutions 
worthy of note in a history of this rancho. 


In 1935 Col. Albert Ebright moved 
from 4001 Venice Boulevard to property at 5300 
Angeles Vista Boulevard, with 35 boys, to form 
the private school named California Military 
Academy. Sons of the leading families attended. 
During the years the school acquired more land, 
to 54th Street, to accommodate all operations, 


‘neluding stables for its cavalry troop. 


The school curriculum included grades 
from kindergarten through 9th grade. When it 
closed in 1964, it had 235 boys in attendance. 


Already there was a new organization 


waiting to move in. 


Elsewhere in Los Angeles, in very 
restricted premises, 4 facility had been operating 
to help young blind people, with Mr. Norman 
Kaplan as director. In August, 1964, this group, 


to this new address, and with the help of volun- 
teer personnel and contributions they have made 


extensive changes in the buildings and property 
and have created an organization now known 
across the country. 


They educate approximately 800 blind 
(and some mentally disturbed) children and 
young people in all aspects of living in a seeing 
world including routine schooling, music, and 


| 
known as Foundation for the Junior Blind, moved 
| 


athletics (such as playing ball by sound), swim- | 
ming and so on. Every effort is put forth to make 
these young people self-sufficient. They are taken 
on shopping forays, for instance, to instill con- 
fdence in themselves, and field trips such as 
Disneyland. The Foundation has installed on the 
premises beautifully equipped kitchens where 
boys and girls learn to prepare and serve meals, 


using Braille markings on the stoves and appli- 
ances as well as on canned and packaged foods. 


In June, 1969, when Mrs. Richard M. 
Nixon, wife of the President, visited volunteer 
groups across the nation, this facility caught her 
most interested attention. : 


This school is one of many projec 
supported by the Philanthropy Committee of 
Parkview Woman's Club. The Sewing Grou 
makes pajamas, robes, aprons, etc. They a/s® 
created a map of the United States which is hut 
on a hallway wall which the students can “set 
with their fingers and is a focus of attentio 


all who pass this spot. 


Churches, hospitals, medical and © 
services for the growing population of the 
followed in much the same pattern as sch 
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PEOPLE 


The meadows and hills of the old 


- Rancho have seen many different peoples during 


the 150 years of recorded history: 


Indians, the Spanish, the Mexicans, the Chinese 
- “coolies,” the Japanese laborers and gardeners, 
and Americans, one followed another, sometimes 


_ assimilating those remaining from the previous 


In the 1950’s, second and third gener. 


_ ation American orientals came and concentrated 
in a section roughly from Exposition to Santa 
: Barbara, on both sides of Crenshaw Boulevard, 


} and built a substantia] shopping center, 


About the same time the Black Ameri- 


can people began their expansion out of south. 
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_central Los Angeles, gradually coming up through 
the Jefferson Street, Leimert Park, and Vernon 
Avenue corridors. The professional people, enter- 
tainers, musicians, doctors, attorneys, educators 


and businessmen JOined th 


© now integrated 
community. 


Mr. Emery Petty, current President of 
the Crenshaw Chamber of Commerce, 


can live together, work together and profit to- 


which grazed 2,000 to 3,000 head of cattle, in 
1969 has a population of over 73,000 people! 
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COMPARATIVE MEASUREMENTS: 
1 League—2.4 to 4.6 miles—according to the 
country and time 


1 Square League—England—9,7609 acres 
Spain — 4,439 acres 


1 Mile—80 chains 
1 Square Mile—640 acres 


1 Acre—10 square chains 


1 Chain—100 links or 
66 feet or 
4 rods 


1 Link—7.92 inches 

25 Links—1 Rod 

625 Square Links—1 Square Rod 

1 Vara (Spanish measure) —33 inches 


1 Reata (Spanish measure ) —950 varas 


Measurements obtained from Engineer’s 


Office, Los Angeles County, April 28, 1964. 


la Guerra 


oi 


Pablo de 


Tor geet 


SBLLO QUINTO UN BEAL 


Habilitade provisionalmente: per la Aduana maritima det pucrte de Monterrey, en el Departaments de lag. 


Californias, para les eftos de mil ochocientos cuarenia y cuatre y mil'echocientos cuarcnta y cine, 
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No. 376 SD 
Tomas Sanchez et al, Climts 
"La Cienega or Paso de la 
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PETITION TU GOVERNOR MICHELTORENA F OR TITLE TO 


RANCHO LA CIENEGA O PASO DE LA TIJERA 


| Governor of the Department 
: of California 

_ May 3, 1843 

bE Serve to inform the 

_ Prefect of the Second District 
Don Santiago Arguello 


Micheltorena 
Most Excellent Sir: 


| Vicente Sanchez, a Mexican by birth 
: and resident of this demarcation before your 
1 Excellency with due respect and in the most 
egal forms, states: 


That by the annexed documents which 
-Tespectiully accompany, you will inform your- 
elf of the ancient possession I have of the tract 
alled La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera, laid 
on the map annexed to this Petition: 


But as the grant is provisional and I 
desire to obtain the title of ownership I denounce 
the same in due form as land occupied by my 
stock, that after due examination and subject 
to taxation if it results to be within the City 
limits, the Superiority may be pleased to cause 
the appropriate title to be issued. 


I therefore solicit your Excellency 
that in review of the aforesaid you will please 
grant my petition, by which I shall receive grace; 
I make oath not to proceed through malice and 
the necessary etc. etc. 


Be pleased to admit the present on 
common paper, there being none stamped. 
Angeles May 2,.1843. 


Let the Prefect of the Second District, 
S. Arguello be pleased to report. Micheltorena. 
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MOST EXCELLENT SIR: 


The petitioner has possessed the tract 
known as La Ciénega y Paso de la Tijera since 
the year 1823 by provisional title, issued to him 
by the Prefectura Politico of that time, and 
whereas he has been in peaceable possession of 
the same up to date and with sufficient cattle, 
this prefecture is ol opinion that the title he 
solicits may be issued and the judicial posses- 
sion given to him, if this should be the superior 
disposition of Your Excellency in virtue of the 
time he has occupied it, subjecting himself to 
pay the taxes payable on lands within the limits 


of this City. 
Angeles — May 11, 1843 


LS S. Arguello 
Jose R. Arguello, Sec. 
Angeles — May 12, 1943 —Let the title be 


‘ssued in conformity with his request. 


Micheltorena 


x -*K * 


Angeles — May 16, 1843 


Leen the petition with which this 
Espediente originates the reports of the Preiect 
of this 2nd District and the Ist Justice of the 
Peace of this City with all that was present 
besides and convenient to see; in conformity 
with the laws and regulations on the subject, 
I declare to Don Vicente SAnchez the owner- 
ship of the tract known as the “Ciénega O’Paso 
la Tijera” bounded on the south by the Rancho 
of Don Ignacio Machado, on the north by the 
water ditch de la Tijera, on the east by the “La 
Punta de la Ciénega” and on the west by the 
water ditch “del Rodeo de Medio” of the extent 
of one Seat for large cattle, more or less, as 
is represented by the respective map. Subjecting 


himself to pay the taxes that may be laid on 
him if the land in question which he solicits 
should result to be within the City limits, after 
the respective measurement be made. 


. a 


Let the appropriate patent be issued, 
recorded in the appropriate Book and let his 
Espediente be directed to the Most Excellent 
the Departmental Assembly for its approval. 


Sn. Don Manuel Micheltorena — | © 
Governor, Commandante General and Inspector | 
of the Department of both Californias has so 
ordered and decreed which | certify. 


Don Luis Antonio Arguello, Captain 
of Cavalry of the Garrison of San Francisco 
‘n the Province of Upper California, Superior 
Political Chief Magistrate and Military Chief 
Adm of the same. 


Considering the rights just, which 
assist the Citizen Don Vicente Sanchez, a resl- 
dent and citizen of the town of Ara Sinora de 
Los Angeles in this Province under my govern- 
ment exposed in the instance elevated to this 
Superiority, under date of 20th February of 
the present in reference to the peaceable pos 
session he solicits to obtain of the tract named © 
“F] Paso de la Tijera” (by virtue of active and 
pretended rights) situate in the vicinity of 


said town: 


Let the Alcalde and Illustrious Ayun 
tamiento be notified that by the present I declar 
and grant the provisional possession of this land 
with the condition he shall enjoy the same UDU 
the Colonial Code be regulated and publishes 
treating on the subject, immediately after 
issue to this Province by the Imperial Const 
from which source its remittance is expec” 
there being circumstances recommending : 
citizen and entitle him to this grace; which 
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actually granted to him with the view that it 
be beneficial, useful, and of interest to the 
nation and its country as likewise for the reason 
that the new independent system is met with 
good feeling, love and true adhesion, which 
protects the enthusiasm in its favor. 


I therefore charge said Alcalde and 
Illustrious Ayuntamiento of the aforesaid Town 
of Los Angeles that the said Don Vicente Sanchez 
be sustained in the possession of the aforesaid 


| tract, favoring and protecting the said citizen 


and impede his being enjoined in that same. 


And for his security I issue the present 
document which I signed in the Garrison of San 
Francisco on the 23rd day of February, 1823. 


Luis Anto Arguello 


* *K 


_ Pueblo de Nu Senora de Los Angeles, March 

L 21st, 1823. We obey the foregoing order of the 

| Superior Political and Military Chief of the 
: Province. 


Manuel Gutierrez 


Francisco Moralez, Secy. 
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FIRST JUSTICES COURT OF LOS ANGELES 


Conformed with the original in pos- 
sion of the party interested from which it 
s been truly and legally taken on these three 
Pages of Common paper in want of the stamped; 


faken today, the 18th of July 1842. 


testimony of truth 
Manuel Dominguez 


t. Ibo Coronel 


LAND GRANT of 
GOVERNOR MANUEL MICHELTORENA.: 
MANUEL MICHELTORENA, Governor, Com- 
mander General and Inspec- 


tor of the Department of 
both Californias. 


WHEREAS the Citizen, 
Vicente Sanchez has peti- 
tioned for his personal ben- 
efit and that of his family 
for the place known by the name of the Ciénega 
or the Pass of the Tijera bordering on the S by 
the Rancho of Ignacio Machado, on the N by 
the ditch of water of the Tijera, on the W by 
the point of the Ciénega and on the E by the 
ditch of the Rodeo of the Center. 


Having diligently practiced all the 
observances and relative Investigations accord- 
ing to the dispositions of the Laws and regula- 
tions, using the powers conferred on me in the 
name of the Mexican nation, I do hereby grant 
to him the above mentioned land, declaring it 
to be his property by these present letters sub- 
jecting it to the approbation or disapprobation 
of the Excellent Departmental Assembly and 
under the following conditions: 


First. The interested party shall 
subject himself to pay the tax or contributions 
which may be imposed on him if the above 
mentioned land which he solicits shal] be with- 
in the public lands of the city, and when its 
proper measurement shall be made. 


Second. He may fence it without 
obstructing the crossings, roads or servitudes, he 
shall enjoy it freely and exclusively adopting 
it to the use or cultivation that best may suit him, 
but within a year he shall build a house and it 
shall be inhabited. 


oF 
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Third. He shall solicit of the proper 
Judge that he give him judicial possession in vir- 
tue of this decree and by whom shall be marked 
out the boundaries upon whose limits he shall 
not only put land marks but fruit trees or wild 
trees of some utility. 


Fourth. The land of which donation 
is made is of one league of ganado mayor a 
little more or less as explained in the map that 
accompanies the Expediente. 


The Judge who may give possession 
shall cause it to be measured according to the 
ordinance, leaving the surplus to the Nation 
for its most convenient use. 


Fifth. If he shall violate any of these 
conditions he'shall lose his rights to the land 
and it may be denounced by another. 


In consequence I command that the 
present serving as a title be held as firm and 
valid and that it be recorded in the Corres- 
ponding Book and be delivered to the interested 
party for his security and other ends. 


Given in the City of Los Angeles on 
the sixteenth of May, One thousand Eight Hun- 
dred and Forty-three. 


(Signed) Manuel Micheltorena 
Francisco Arce — Sec. into. 

* Ok Ox 
This decree is recorded in the respective Book 
No. 4. 


Francisco Arce — Sec. into. 


* K 


H E The Governor and Commanding General 
of the Department thus Ordered that this Decree 
be recorded in the Prefecture of the Second 


District. Francisco Arce. 


On this day the Decree is recorded in the Pr 
fecture of the Second District as addressed p 
4 of the proper book. 


Ang. May 29— 1843 


Narcisco Botello. 


*k K **K 


In the City of Los Angeles, Depari 
ment of the Californias, on the third day of June 
One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-three 
in virtue of a solicitation made by Vicent 
Sanchez that he might be given judicial pos 
session of a place known by the name of thi 
Ciénega or the Pass of the Tijera of which lane 
he has the proper title granted by his Excellency 
the Governor and Commanding General. I pro 
ceeded with my assisting witnesses to the plac 
referred to and proceeded to give the judicia, 
possession in virtue of said Decree dated the 
Sixteenth of May of the present year. Accord 
ingly, I, Antonio Franco Coronel, decreed, co 
manded, and signed with my assisting witnes 
according to law on this common paper for wa 
of stamped paper. | 


ANTONIO F. CORONEL 


Assistants: José Simon O’Donoju — 
Basilio Valdez. 


On the same day I notified the ne1g# 
bors manifesting to them that I was going. 
measure the land of the Ciénega grante 
Vicente Sanchez and they promised to assem 
to establish their boundaries which fact 1 
corded, authorized and signed with my assisi¥ 
witnesses according to Law. 


ANTONIO F. CORONEL 


Assistants: José Simon O’Donoju — 


Basilio Valdez. 


the Pre. 


2ssed pa 


Depart- 
f June, 
y-three, 
Vicente 
al pos- 
of the 
h land 
*ilency 
I pro- 
place 
‘dicial 
‘d the 
2cord- 
com- 
itness 
want 


ing 


This fact being duly re. 
corded, I authorized and signed with My assist- 
ants according to Law. 


ANTONIO F. CORONEL 
Assistants: José Simon O’Donoju — 


Basilio Valdez. 
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On the same day finding myself at the 
_ place called the Ciénega or the Pass of the Tijera, 
~ in order to affect the measurement and posses- 
-. sion corresponding to Vicente Sanchez according 
| to the requirements of the Law and being before 
: me, my assisting witnesses, and the official cord 
_ bearers, I ordered a cord be measured of one 
hundred varas, which was examined and ap- 
. previously made 
_ observation and calculation for my government, 
| the first line was drawn from a little hill which 
| is a land mark of Augustin Machado in a S F 
direction, they measured and counted two thou- 
sand nine hundred varas Which terminated at 
4 large stone the line of said Machado. From 


us documents and he said that he had misplaced 
them, but as soon as he found them, he would 


were partly entering upon their lands. I de. 
manded to see their documents and Saying they | 
did not have them, I continued with the measure- 
ment, measuring and counting seven thousand 


valid with my 
to Law. 

ANTONIO F. CORONEL 
Assisting: José Simon O’Donoju — 
Basilio Valdez. | 

* Ok x 
Let a copy of these Present proceedings 

be given to the party. Thus, I, the Judge that 
subscribed, did Decree, Command and sign with 
those of my assistants, 

ANTONIO F. CORONEL 
Assisting: José Simon O’Donoju — 


Basilio Valdez. 


Agreeing with the Original to which 
I refer and which is formal in the Book of Public 
Records of this year, from which it was faith- 
fully and legally taken, corrected and compared 
on these five pages of common paper for want 
of stamped paper, I certily 


OPINION of BOARD by COMM. THOMPSON 


No. 427 
THOMAS SANCHEZ et al 


-“VS- 


THE UNITED STATES 


No. 458 
CASILDO AGUILAR et al 


-VS- 


THE UNITED STATES 


The lands claimed in these two cases 
were originally held by Vicente Sanchez by 
virtue of a provisional right of occupation issued 
to him by Gov. Don Louis Antonio Arguello 
on the 23rd day of February, 1823, by which 
the use and enjoyment of the premises were con- 
ceded to him, until the opening of the General 
Laws of Colonization by the Imperial Congress. 
Under this right Sanchez entered upon the lands 
and continued in the possession and occupation 
of them from its date until the 20 of May, 1843 
when he presented his petition to Gov. Man. 
Micheltorena accompanied by a certified copy 
of the former grant from Arguello and a map 
of the premises, praying for a title in full 
ownership to the same. 


Upon this petition after the customary 
investigations and inquiries the Governor on the 
16th of the same month issued to the petitioner 
a formal title to the land, describing the bound- 
aries, and declaring the quantity to be one square 


Assisting: JUAN 
Assistance: MARENO R. ROLDAN. 


ANTONIO F. CORONEL 


*x* -*C * 


and DECREE of COMMISSIONERS 


For the place Called 


) 

) | 
La Ciénega O’Paso | No 
’ de la Tijera containing Sis 
' One square league of land cla 
) in Los Angeles County | as 
the 
i) wi 
league, a little more or less, described by the 4 pr, 
map which accompanied the Espediente. 
Judicial possession of the premises int 
was given by the proper officer on the 3rd of | hu 
June, 1843. | ‘ Th 
The testimonies of this act duly cert a ii 
ga 


fied by the officer who executed it, with the 
original grant from Governor Micheltorena 
attached, is filed in case No. 427 and the genuine 
map of both documents established by the 


testimony. 


The boundaries of the land are lal 
down with unusual accuracy and precision a” 
the quantity ascertained to be within a fractlo 
of that called for in the grant. 


The evidence is clearly sufficient t 
establish the validity of the title in the origina 
erantee and the only remaining question 16 
to the respective rights and interests of 
present claimants in the premises. 
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Vicente Sanchez died in the year 1846, 
leaving a widow, Victoria Hyguera who has 
since intermarried with Casildo Aguilar; and 
grandchildren, Thomas A.., Louisa, Maria, Josefa 


i and Guadalupe Sanchez, children of his son 
Pedro Sanchez, deceased, (1) his only heirs at 
_ law and the two claims now under consideration 


ES aa 
Se 


are presented by those parties for a confirmation 
of their respective interests in the premises 
above described. 


The claim as originally presented in 
No. 427 — Thomas Sanchez et al vs The United 


| States was for six undivided sevenths of the land 
claimed in the two cases, leaving one seventh 


/ as the portion to be assigned to Victoria Hieuera 


aE 
a: 


: the widow of Vicente Sanchez. 


| premises by virtue of the last will] and testa- 
: ment of said Sanchez, an agreement entered 
: into between the said Casildo Aguilar as the 
7 husband and attorney of Victoria Higuera, and 
Thomas Sanchez for himself and as attorney for 
' his brothers and sisters, and also under the 
| gananceal rights as the wife of the said Vicente 
L Sanchez. 


a 
2 
a 
4 


In case No. 458, Casildo Aguilar and 


| wife claim for her one undivided half of the 


© cases in accordance with which decree will 
entered. 


Filed in Office — J uly 10, 1855 
GEO. FISHER — Secy. 


* Kk 


DECREE 


No. 427 
THOMAS SANCHEZ et al 


-“VS- 


THE UNITED STATES 


In this case on hearing the proofs and 
allegations it is adjudged by the Commission 
that the claim of the said petitioners is valid, 
and it is therefore decreed that the same be 
confirmed. 


The land of which confirmation is 


made is situated in the County of Los Angeles, 
being one undivided half of the tract known by 
the name of La Cienega o Paso de la Tijera 
containing one square league, a little more or 
less, as shown by the original grant, the “‘testi- 
monio” of the act of judicial possession and 
map thereto attached, filed among the papers 
in the case, to all of which reference is herein 
made for a more particular description. 


Filed July 10, 1855 


R. AUG. THOMPSON 
L. B. FARWELL 


Commissioners. 


(1) Editor’s note: Felipe’s name was not included in the list 
_ Of Pedro’s children. 
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CONFIRMATION OF TITLE 
BY GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
RANCHO LA CIENEGA 
O PASO DE LA TIJERA 


The United States of America 
To all to whom these presents 
shall come, Greeting: 


Whereas, it appears from a duly authen- 

ticated transcript filed in the General Land Office 
of the United States, that pursuant to the pro- 
visions of the Act of Congress approved the third 
day of March, One Thousand Eight Hundred and 
Fifty-one entitled “An Act to Ascertain and Settle 
the Private Land Claims in the State of Calli- 
fornia” TOMAS A. SANCHEZ, LUISA SAN- 
CHEZ, JUANA SANCHEZ, JOSEFA SANCHEZ 
and FELIPE SANCHEZ, as claimants, filed their 
petition on the 29th day of October, 1852 with 
the Commissioners to ascertain and settle the 
Private Land Claims in the State of California, 
sitting as a Board in the City of Los Angeles, in 
which petition they claimed the confirmation of 
their title to an undivided six-sevenths of a tract 
of land known by the name of “La Ciénega o 
Paso de la Tijera” containing one square league, 
more or less, situated in County of Los Angeles 
and State aforesaid, said claim being founded 
on a Mexican Grant to Vicente Sanchez made 
on the 16th day of May, 1843 by Manuel Michel- 
torena, then Governor of the Department of the 
Californias. 


And, whereas, the Board of Land 
Commissioners, aforesaid, in the cause entitled 
“Tomas Sanchez et al -vs- the United States” on 
the 10th day of July, 1855 rendered its deci- 


sion, as follows, to-wit: 


In this case, on hearing the proofs and 
allegations, it is adjudged by the Commission that 
the claim of the said petitioners is valid and it 


is, therefore, decreed that the same be confirmed. 


The land of which confirmation is made 
is situated in the County of Los Angeles being one 
undivided half of the tract known by the name 
of “La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera,” containing 
one square league, a little more or less, as shown 
on the original grant, the testimonio of the Act 
of Juridical possession and map thereto attached, 
filed among the papers in the case, to all of which 
reference is herein made for a more particular 
description, which decree or decision having been 
taken by appeal to the District Court of the 
United States for the Southern District of Cali- 
fornia. The said District at its December Term, 
A.D. 1856 in the cause entitled Tomas Sanchez 
et al appellees ads The United States appellants 
case No. { 376 rendered its decision, as follows, 


to-wit: 


It is ordered, adjudged and decreed 
that the decision of said board be and hereby 
is affirmed, and it is further adjudged and de- 
creed that the claim of the appellees Tomas 
Sdnchez, Felipe Sanchez, Juana Sanchez, Luisa 
S4nchez and Josefa Sdnchez is good and valid 
and the same is hereby confirmed to them, as 
follows: 


The land of which confirmation 1s 
made is one undivided half of the lands situate | i 
in Los Angeles County called “La Ciénega ° : 
Paso de la Tijera” containing one square leagué 
of land, and no more, within the boundaries 
described in the grant and in the map contained 
in the Expediente to which the Grant refers and 
a copy of which map, certified by the Secretar 
of the former Mexican Government, 1s filed 


this case to-wit: 


The Rancho of Ygnacio Machado : 
the south; the Santa de Agua de la Tijera 0” a 
north; La Puenta de la Ciénega on the east: 


mnfirmed. 
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the Santa del Rodeo de Eumedio on the west. 
Provided, that should the quantity of land Within 
said boundaries be less than one square league, 
then confirmation js hereby made of on undi- 
vided half of such less quantity. 


court, theretofore made in this case, on granting 
an appeal to the Supreme Court from the Decree 
of Confirmation of this court filed, be, and hereby 
is vacated. And that the claimant have leave to 
proceed under said decree as under a final decree, 
whereby the proceedings of 


court, upon title, 
become final. 


Whereas, it also appears that Casildo 
Aguilar and Victoria Yguera, as claimants, filed 
their petition on the 6th day of November, A. D. 
| 1852 with the aforesaid Commissioners to ascer- 
| tain and settle the Private Land Claims in the 
State of California, sitting as a Board in the City 
of Los Angeles, in which petition they claimed 
the confirmation of their title to one equal undi- 
vided half of the tract of land known by the name 
of “La Ciénega” or “Paso de la Tijera” contain. 
Ing one square league, a little more or less, said 
Claim being founded on a Mexican Grant to 
Vicente Sanchez as aforesaid. 


| 
| 


7 And, whereas, the Board of Land 
ommissioners, aforesaid, in the cause entitled 
Ido Aguilar and wife -vs- the United States 
the 10th of July A.D. 1855 rendered its 
sion as follows, to-wit: 


In this case on hearing the proofs and 
ations, it is adjudged by the Commission 
the claim of the said petitioners is valid 


and it is, therefore, decreed that the same he 
confirmed, 


The land of which confirmation is here. 
by made is situated in the County of Los Angeles, 
being one undivided half of the tract known by 
the name of “La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera” 


creed that the decision of said Board of Com- 
missioners be, and the same is hereby affirmed. 
And, it is further adjudged and decreed that the 
claim of the appellees herein, Casildo Aguilar 


wite of said Casildo Aguilar, to one-half of the 
lands called “La Ciénega” or “Paso de la Tijera”’ 
situated in Los Angeles County; of the extent 
of one square league, and no more, within the 
boundaries specified in the Grant filed in this 
case and in the map to which said Grant refers, 


a certified copy of which map is also filed in 
this case to-wit: 


“On the south the rancho of Don 
Ygnacio Machado; on the north the Santa de 
Agua de la Tijera; on the east the Punto de La 


Ciénega; and on the west by the Santa de] Rodeo 
de Eumedio.” 


Provided that should the quantity of 
land within said boundaries be less than one 
square league, then confirmation is hereby made 
of one undivided half of such less quantity, 
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And, thereafter, notice having been 
given by the Attorney General of the United 
States that appeal in this entitled Casildo Aguilar 
and wife Appellees ads. The United States Appel- 
lants would not be prosecuted to the Supreme 
Court of the United States; the, aforesaid, Dis- 
trict Court ordered that the order of this court, 
heretofore, made in this case on the 24th day 
of February, A.D. 1857 granting an Appeal to 
the Supreme Court from the decree of confirma- 
ton of this court filed on the 27th day of January 
A.D. 1857 be, and the same hereby is vacated ; 
and that the claimants have leave to proceed 
under said Decree as under a final Decree. 


This done and signed in open court 
this 4th day of June, 1857 whereby the pro- 


ceedings of court upon title became final. 


And, whereas, under the 13th Section 
of the Land Act of the 3rd of March, 1851 and 
the supplemental legislation and in accordance 
with the proceedings had pursuant to said Act 
and supplemental legislation, there has been 
deposited in the General Land Office a return 
certificate and plat of the survey of the said claim 
confirmed, as aforesaid, authenticated by the 
signature of the United States Surveyor General 
for the State of California, which certificate and 
plat are in the words and figures, as follows, 


to-wit: 
United States Surveyor General’s Office 


San Francisco, California. 


Under and by virtue of the provisions 
of the 13th Section of the Act of Congress of 
the 3rd of March, 1851 entitled “An Act to 
ascertain and settle the Private Land Claims in 
the State of California” and of the 12th Section 
of the Act of Congress approved on the 3lst of 
August, 1853 entitled “Making Appropriations 
for the Civil and Diplomatic expenses of the 


Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1853 and for other purposes’; and, whereas, the 


| 

: 
Ie 
| 


United States District Court for the Southern rf 

District of California rendered a decision where- 

by it recognized and confirmed the title and claim 

of Tomas Sanchez, et al and Casildo Aguilar et th 
te: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ut 


al to the tract of land designated as ““La Ciénega 
o Paso de la Tijera” as appears from the certified 
copy of the final decree of the said District 
Court, a copy of which is hereto annexed, The 
said tract of land was surveyed in coniormity 
to the Grant thereof and the said decision, as 
I hereby certify that the accompanying map is 
a true and accurate plat of said tract of land, 
as appears by the field notes of the survey there- 
of, made by George H. Thompson, Deputy Sur- 
veyor, under the directions of this office, which 
having been examined and approved remain of 
record therein. 


And, I do hereby certify that by virtue 
of the provisions of the Act of Congress, approved 
on the Ist of July, 1864, respecting the survey | R 


and location of confirmed private land claims, de 
the survey, aforesaid, was advertised in accord: di 
to 


ance therewith in two newspapers to-wit: the Los 
Angeles Republican, published in the County of 
Los Angeles, State of California, being near 1 
where the said land is located. The first publi- 
cation being on the 12th day of September 1868 
and the last on the 3rd day of October, 1868. 
Also in the “Times,” a newspaper published in 
the City and County of San Francisco, State 
aforesaid, the first publication being on the 7th 
day of September, 1868 and the last on the 28th 
day of September, 1868, and that the plat of 
said survey was retained in this office subject 1 
inspection during all of ninety days and until 
the expiration thereof from the date of the first 
publication. The said lands are bounded 4? 


described, as follows: 


wr 
fa) 


mm O c DE tb 


pied ged 


the variation of the magnetic needle being Four- 
teen degrees fifteen minutes east along the south 
boundary of said Rancho; north seventy-four 
degrees thirty minutes west, one hundred and 
eleven chains to willow tree, a corner of Ranch 


| 
La Ciénega. 


: Thence, north fifty seven degrees, west 
|e thirty three chains fifty links to a stake. 

: Thence, north sixty-five degrees, west 
| five chains to a stake. 


Thence, north forty degrees thirty min- 
| : utes, west two chains to dead Sycamore marked 
bE No. 10, the southwest corner of Rancho La 
7 Ciénega. 


Thence, leaving boundary of the said 
Rancho and along boundary of Ranch Rincon 
de los Bueyes, south two degrees, west one hun- 
dred and sixty seven chains, twenty-six links 


o large rock Station No. 2 of Rancho Ballona 
I also marked P d T 7. 


Thence, leaving Rancho Rincon de los 
eyes south seventy degrees thirty minutes, east 
fty-eight chains eighteen links, set post for this 
ncho, also for quarter section corner between 
ections sixteen and seventeen of Township Two 
outh Range Fourteen West. 


Thence, along east boundary of Section 


Thence, east at four chains fifty links, 
Gulch runs south. At thirteen chains a deep 
Ich runs southwest. At twenty chains to a place 


Beginning at a post marked CPT ] 
and willow marked No. > th 


the Rancho La Ciénega; 


e SE corner of 


Thence, according to the true Meridian 


called Nopalera. At forty chains twenty links to 
quarter section post between sections sixteen and 
twenty-one. At sixty-two chains a dry arroyo r 
south. At eighty chains forty links to post cor 
to sections fifteen, sixteen, twenty-one and twe 
two. At one hundred and two chains eighty ] 


fo quarter section post between sections fif 
and twenty-two. 


uns 
ner 
nty- 
inks 
teen 


Thence, along boundary of Rancho 
Sausal Redondo at one hundred an 
chains twenty links to Post corner to sections 
fourteen, fifteen, twenty-two and twenty-three. 
At one hundred ninety-one chains twenty links 
road to Centinela runs southwest. Two hundred 
and one chains twelve links to quarter section 
posts between sections fourteen and twenty-three, 
the southeast corner of this Rancho at Punta de 
La Ciénega, which bears northwest. 


d sixty-one 


Thence, north through center of section 
fourteen, eighty chains to quarter section post 
between sections eleven and fourteen. 


Thence, west fifteen chains, post on 
line between sections eleven and fourteen. 


Thence, north eighty-eight chains to 
point of beginning, containing four thousand, 
four hundred and eighty-one acres and five one- 
hundredths of an acre designated upon the plats 
of the official surveys as Lots numbered forty- 


one in Township Two South Range fourteen 
west, San Bernardino Meridian. 


In witness whereof I have hereunto 
signed my name and caused the Seal of the said 
office to be affixed at San Francisco this First 


day of June A.D. 1879. 
J. R. Hardenbergh 


United States Surveyor General 
for California 
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The field notes of Rancho Ciénega o 
Paso de la Tijera, finally confirmed to Tomas 
Sanchez, from which this plat has been made, 
have been examined and approved and are on 


file in this office. 


U. S. Surveyor General’s Office 


San Francisco, California 
May 19, 1869 


Sherman Day 
United States Surveyor General 


* * X 


The change in the title of this plat of 
the Rancho Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera from 
“finally confirmed to Tomas Sanchez” to “finally 
confirmed to Tomas Sanchez et al, and Victoria 
Higuera, wife of Casildo Aguilar one undi- 
vided half to each” was made in accordance with 
the decision of the Honorable Commissioner of 
the General Land Office dated June 22, 1870 
and affirmed by the Honorable Secretary of the 
Interior under date of February 26, 1872, as the 
Decrees of the United States District Court ren- 
dered in this case confirmed one undivided half 
of the said Rancho to Tomas Sanchez, et al; and 
one undivided half to Victoria Higuera, wife 
of Casildo Aguilar. 


U. S. Surveyor General’s Office 
San Francisco, California 


April 29th, 1873 
J. R. Hardenbergh 


United States Surveyor General 


for California 
a 


NOW KNOW YE: That the United States of 
America, in consideration of the premises and 
pursuant to the provision of the Act of Congress, 


aforesaid, of 3d March, 1851 and the legislation 
supplemental thereto, have given and granted 
and by these presents do give and grant unto 
Tomas Sanchez, et al and Victoria Higuera, wife 


‘wi en WA SEARS gl paladin AA grip PY AUR led Ce asics Larne a etl 


of Casildo Aguilar and to their heirs the tract =‘! 
of land embraced and described in the foregoing | % 
survey; but with the stipulation that in virtue | fl 


of the 15th Section of the said Act neither the | 8B. ] 
confirmation of this land claim nor this patent - 
shall affect the interests of third persons. 


To have and to hold the said tract, with 
the appurtenances, unto the said Tomas Sanchez, 
et al and Victoria Higuera, wife of Casildo 
Aguilar, and to their heirs and assigns forever 
with the stipulation aforesaid. 


In Testimony whereof I, Ulysses S. 
Grant, President of the United States, have caused 
these Letters to be made Patent on the Seal of 
the General Office to be hereto affixed. 


Given under my hand at the City of 
Washington, this twenty-second day of 
May, in the year of Our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
three and of the Independence of the 
United States, the Ninety-seventh. 


By the President 
U. S. GRANT 


By S. C. Williamson, Secretary 


C. B. Boynton—Recorder of the 
General Land Office 


Recorded Vol. 8, pages 403 to 411 inclusive. anc 
A full true and correct copy of the original, re- 
corded at request of T. A. Sanchez, June 17th, 
1873 at 2 P.M. 
A. W. Potts, Recorder 
By C. W. Gould, Deputy 
Note: This instrument is recorded in Book I of 


PATENTS in the office of the Los Angeles County 


Recorder. 
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Record of the F irst Partition of 
RANCHO LA CIENEGA 


O PASO DE LA TIJERA 


OO SORE Cosmet Tee either nantes aman, EeamMRee aiaemerer 
tr r ee aM BroreNan a 


of the State of California in and for the County 
of Los Angeles 
B. Riviere 

“VS- 


T. A. Sanchez, et a] 


ate satellite Ay renttitnh. $9 seinrapignscnay! 


In this case, the defendants, having 
been regularly served with processes, and the 
plaintiff, having duly filed, with the Recorder 
of said county wherein the property herein in- 

volved is situated, a Notice of the Pendency of 
this action containing the names of the parties, 
_ So far as is known, the objection of the action 
anda description of the property to be effected 
there, 


chez, and his wife, Maria S. de Sanchez, and 
_ Gaspar Osefa having regularly appeared and 
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0 this court the testimony taken before him in 


‘report and findings on the 24th day of October, 
1873 and the court, after due consideration there- 
of, having adopted said report and findings and 
signed said decree on the 24th day of October, 
» which said decree was duly entered and 


In the District Court of the 17th Judicial District. 


having, on the 25th day of October, 1873, filed 
herein their agreement and stipulation in writing, 
wherein, was agreed upon and described by metes 
and bounds the Tespective parts of said tract to 
be allowed them herein Tespectively and that 
George Hansen should be appointed sole Referee 
to survey, set off and lay out said tracts and that 
final judgment should be entered herein in ac- 
cordance with said interlocutory decree, said 
survey and said agreement now, therefore, at 
this November term, 1873, of this court, the said 
George Hansen having filed his Teport and a map 
showing the partition made, which map is made 
a part of this report, and it appearing that said 
partition has been made and the said tracts laid 
out and surveyed in accordance with said agree- 
ment. 


It is now ordered and adjudged and 
decreed that the said Report, herein filed on the 
3rd day of November, 1873, be and the same 
is confirmed. 


decreed that the tract of land being the Rancho 
La Ciénega 0 Paso de la Tijera, situated in the 
County of Los Angeles, State of California, 


bounded and described, as follows, to-wit: 
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Beginning at a post marked CPT 1 
and willow marked #5, the S.E. corner of 
Rancho La Ciénega; thence according to the true 
meridian, the variation of the mechanical needle 
being 14° 15’ east along the southern boundary 
of said rancho N 74° 30’ W, 111 chains to willow 
tree, a corner of Rancho “La Ciénega’”’; thence 
N 89° W, 89 chains to willow tree marked #7 
of Rancho “La Ciénega”; thence N 57° W, 33 
chains 50 links to a stick, thence N 65° W, 5 
chains to a stick, thence N 40° 30’ W, 2 chains 
to a dead Sycamore marked #10, the S. W. 
corner of Rancho “La Ciénega”; thence leaving 
boundary of said rancho and along boundary 
of Rancho “Rincon de los Bueyes” 52° W, 167 
chains 26 links to large rock, station #2 of 
Rancho “La Ballona,” also marked PdT 7, 
thence leaving boundary of said Rancho “Rincon 
de los Bueyes” S 70° 30’ E, 58 chains 18 links 
to a post being a corner of said rancho, and also 
quarter section corner between sections 16 and 17 
of [2S Range 14 W, thence along east bound- 
ary of Section 17, S 40 chains to a post, corner 
of Sections 16, 17, 20 and 21, thence east at 
4 chains 50 links, a gulch runs south at 13 chains, 
a deep gulch runs southwest, at 20 chains a place 
called Nopatera, at 40 chains 20 links to quarter 
section post between sections 16 and 21; at 62 
chains a dry arroyo runs south. At 80 chains 
40 links to post corner to sections 14, 16, 21 
and 22; at 120 chains 80 links to quarter section 
post between sections 15 and 22; thence along 
boundary or Rancho “Sausal Redondo” at 161 
chains 20 links to post corner to sections 14, 15, 
22 and 23. At 191 chains 20 links, road to 
“Centinella” runs SW 201 chains 12 links to 
quarter section post between sections 14 and 23, 
the SE corner of'the rancho at Punta de la 
Ciénega which bears N. W. thence north through 
center of section 14, 80 chains to quarter section 
post between section 11 and 14, thence W 15 


bes 
ES 


chains, post on line between sections 1] and 14:3 
thence N 88 chains to point of beginning, cond 
taining 4448.05 acres of land, it being desig. 
nated on the plats of the official survey as lot 
#41 of Township 2 South Range 14W, San 


Bernardino Meridian. 


Shall hereafter and henceforward, as 
between the parties of this suit, plaintiff and 
defendants and all person or persons claiming | 
by and under them or either of them, be held — 
owned and possessed in tenure and in manner | 
following, referring being had in all the follow. | 
ing descriptions to the above mentioned map i 
filed herein by said Referee George Hansen and — 
that such partition be effectual forever. 


It is therefore ordered, adjudged ard j 
decreed that the following described piece or © 
parcel of land, part of said larger tract be and 
the same is set off to the plaintiff Bertrand 
Riviere, his heirs, assigns forever, to-wit: 


Commencing at the S E corner of and 
running thence along the southern boundary of 
the same W 90 chains to a post; thence N 40 
chains to a post; thence east and parallel to th 
fence line, 90 chains to a post; thence N 40 chai 
to the S W corner of said Rancho, the place 
beginning, containing 360 acres of land. 


It is further ordered, adjudged 
decreed that the following described piece 
parcel of land, part of said larger tract be 
the same is set off to the defendant, Marie - 
Sanchez, her heirs and assigns forever, to b 
by her as her separate property, to-wit: 


Commencing at a point on the é 
boundary of said Rancho 14 mile due nort# 
the S E corner of the same, said point b 
N E corner of above described tract of B 
Riviere, and running thence W along th 


11 and 45 rm —e of said Riviere tract 90 chains to 
inning, cond! he N W corner of said Riviere tract; thence 
eing desig# ast 90 chains to the eastern boundary of said 
rvey as lof! Jancho to a post; thence along the said eastern 
14.W, San! soundary south 40 chains to place of beginning, 
‘ontaining 360 acres of land. 


It is further ordered, adjudged and 
aintiff andZe screed that the following piece or parcel of 
is claimingand, part of the said larger tract be and the 
m, be held ame is set off to the defendant Rita Botiller 


in manner #e Aguilar, her heirs and assigns forever, to-wit: 


the follow. Commencing at the dead sycamore tree 
toned map the N W corner of said rancho, and running 
fansen and long the western boundary of said Rancho 5 
ie W 167 chains 26 links to the large rock on 
udged ard op of a hill, being Station 2 of the exterior 
ndary of the Rancho La Ballona; thence 
act be and along the southern boundary of the Rancho 
Bertrand |ba Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera” south 701° 

o-wit: 28 chains and 50 links to a post, thence par- 
el to the first line N 2° E (159.67 chains) to 
ost on the northern boundary of this rancho; 

nce along the same N 57° W 24 chains 75 
ks to station; thence N 65° W, 5 chains to 
tion; thence N 4014° W, 2 chains to the dead 


more tree, the place of beginning, contain- 


1 piece or 


rer of and 
undary of 
nee N 40 
Hel to the 
AO chains 


» ol f 

| - — g 444 acres of land. 

Joud as It is further ordered, adjudged and 
niese il eed that the following described piece or 
. = : el of land, part of the said larger tract be 
en the same is set off to Tomds A. Sanchez, 
ate Is heirs and assigns forever, to-wit: 

| All of the said rancho above described 

. g and excepting the above described tracts 
| th ve set off to the said other parties, the said 
sein: ainder containing 3,317.05 acres of land. 
Be It is further ordered, adjudged and 


1€ ni Mcreed that the mortgage of Gaspar Osefia, one 


of the defendants recorded in Book 7 of Mort- 
gages, page 411, in the Recorder’s Office of 
Los Angeles County, shall be and is a lien and 
charge only of the said shares and allotments 
of defendant Tomas A. Sanchez and Maria S. 
de Sdnchez, but that said shares shall be first 
charged with their just and proportionate share 
of the costs of this partition in preference to 
said lien. 


And it is further ordered, adjudged 
and decreed that the plaintiff recover of the 
defendants Rita Botiller de Aguilar and Maria 
S. de Sdnchez each the sum of $15.00 in gold 
coin of the United States for their respective 
proportions of certain disbursements made by 
the said plaintiff for the benefit of all the tenants 
in common in said Rancho, and that the same 
shall be and constitute a lien upon the respective 
allotments of said defendants, and that the de- 
fendant Tomas A. Sanchez recover of the plaintiff 
Bernard Riviere the sum of $161.42 in gold coin 
of the United States his proportion of disburse- 
ments made by said Tomas A. Sanchez for the 
benefit of all the tenants in common in said 
Rancho and that the same shall be and constitute 
a lien upon the above described lot of land 
allotted to said plaintiff. 


And that the said defendant Tomas A. 
Sanchez recover of the defendant Rita Botiller 
de Aguilar the sum of $267.47 in gold coin of 
the United States for her portion of disburse- 
ments expended by the said T. A. Sanchez for 
the benefit of all tenants in common of said 
Rancho, and that the same be and constitute a lien 
on the lot of land described above and allotted 
to said Rita Botiller de Aguilar. 


And that the defendant T. A. Sanchez 
recover of the defendant Maria S. de Sanchez 
the sum of $167.00 being her proportion of dis- 
bursements made by said T. A. Sdnchez for the 
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benefit of all the tenants in common in said 
Rancho, and that the same be and constitute a 


lien on the lot of land allotted to said Maria 
S. de Sanchez. 


And it is further ordered, adjudged 
and decreed that the defendants John Acrick, 
William Johnson, Charles Corsen and F. Stadler 
have no right, title or interest in said land or 
any part thereof or any improvements thereon. 


And it is further ordered, adjudged 
and decreed that the plaintiff and the defendants 
T. A. Sanchez, Rita Botiller de Aguilar and 
Maria S. de Sanchez are entitled to have imme- 
diate possession of the lots of land above respec: 
tively to them assigned, and it is further ordered, 
adjudged and decreed that the costs and expenses 
of partition were allowed and ordered paid, 
to-wit: 


Fees of Referee George Gibbs $100.00 
Fees of Referee George Hansen 100.00 


Clerk’s fee 46.30 
Sheriff’s fee 19.35 
$265.65 


And that defendant T. A. Sanchez pay 
7/10 thereof; and defendants Maria S. de 
Sanchez and Rita Botiller de Aguilar and the 
plaintiff share each 1/10 thereof, and that the 
said respective portions shall be a lien on the 
allotments of said parties respectively until paid. 


It is further ordered that the said 
parties to whom tracts are above allotted due 
have their respective writs of restitution for the 
possession of their respective tracts of land 


against the said John Acrick, William Johnson, 
Charles Corsen and F. Stadler. 


Los Angeles, November 3, 1873. 
R. M. Widney, Judge 


Note: This instrument is recorded in Book 27 of Deeds 
at the office of the Los Angeles Recorder. 


i: 


Record of transfer of Title of Rancho La Ciénega 


o Paso de la Tijera to F. P. F. Temple. 


This Indenture, made the Third day © 
of March in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy five between THOMAS 
A. SANCHEZ and MARIA SEPULVEDA de 
SANCHEZ of the County of Los Angeles, State ™ 
of California, parties of the first part, and 2 
D. FREEMAN, Executor of the Last Will and W 
Testament of C. G. H. FREEMAN, deceased, F. 1 
P. F. TEMPLE, H. S. LEDYARD and ARTHUR 2 
J. HUTCHINSON all of the same place, the 


parties of the second part. 


WITNESSETH, That the said parties 
of the first part, for and in consideration of the 
sum of Sixty Thousand Dollars, gold coin of 
the United States of America, to them in hand 
paid by the said parties of the second part, the 
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, have 
sranted, bargained and sold, conveyed and con- 
firmed and by these presents do grant, bargain 
and sell, convey and confirm, unto the said 
parties of the second part, and to their heirs 
and assigns forever, all those certain lots, pieces 
or parcels of land, situate, lying and being in 
the County of Los Angeles, State of California 
and bounded and particularly described as fol- 
lows, to-wit: Those portions of the Rancho La 
Ciénega a Paso de la Tijera described as follows: 


First, Commencing at a point South 
Seventy and one half (7014) degrees, East 
Twenty eight chains and fifty links (28.50) 
distant from a large rock Station two (2) of 
the Rancho La Ballona thence running South 
Seventy and one half (7014) degrees East 
Twenty nine Chains sixty eight links (29.68) 
Thence South Forty (40) chains. Thence Eas 
One hundred and eleven chains twelve link 
(111.12). Thence North Eighty (80) chains. 


ho La Ciénegay i, hence East Seventy five (75) chains more or 


- Temple. 4s to the East Boundary line of the said Rancho 

he Third dav enega a Paso de la Tijera. Thence North along 
id boundary line Eighty eight (88) chains. 

one thousand 

een THOMAS Hence North seventy four and one half (7414) 


OLVEDA d eeerees West One hundred and eleven chains. 
Angeles, State uence North (89) Eighty nine degrees West 
‘st’ part, and lehty (80) chains. Thence North fifty seven (57) 
.ast Will and fest eight chains seventy five links (8.75) chains. 
, deceased, F, hence South two (2) degrees East One hundred 
nd ARTHUR ad fifty nine chains eighty seven links (159.87) 
1e place, the } hains to the point of commencement, containing 

tree thousand three hundred and seventeen acres 
five hundredths of an acre (3317.5/100) and 
fing that portion of the said Rancho Ciénega 
gold coin of | ‘Paso de la Tijera set off and allotted to TOMAS 
hem in hand | | SANCHEZ by a decree of the Seventeenth 
ond part, the | istrict Court dated November 3rd, 1873 in the 
ledged, have a ase 
yed and con- | 


rant, bargain - in 
ato the said | the Rancho Ciénega a Paso de la Tijera at 


+ their heirs 7 point distant forty (40) chains from the South 


n lots, pieces 
and being in 
of California 
ribed as fol- 
» Rancho Li 
d as follows 


> said parties © 
sration of the | 


of B. Riviere -vs- Tomas A. Sanchez et al. 


Second, Commencing on the East line 


corner of said Rancho. Thence running North 
said East line forty (40) chains. Thence 
st twenty (20) chains. Thence South forty 

chains. Thence East ninety (90) chains to 
oint of commencement, containing three 
red and sixty (360) acres and being that 
on of said Rancho Ciénega a Paso de la 
a set off and allotted by said Decree of said 


SOTeeS,— ‘ . 

ks (2 to MARIA SEPULVEDA de SANCHEZ. 
she ( Together with all and singular, the 
aning nts, hereditaments and appurtenances 
egrees 


belonging or in anywise appertaining and 
s reversion and reversions remainder and 
‘inders rents, issues and profits thereof and 
ll the estate right title interest property 
sssion claims and demands whatever as well 
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in law as in equity of the said parties of the first 
part of in or to the above mentioned premises 
and every part and parcel thereof with the 
appurtenances. 


To Have and To Hold all and singular 
the above mentioned and described premises 
together with the appurtenances unto the said 
parties of the second part, their heirs and assigns 
forever. 


The receipt of said Sixty thousand 
dollars hereinbefore expressed is as follows: 
the said parties of the second part have paid 
unto the said parties of the first part the sum 
of Twenty-five thousand dollars, gold coin and 
the balance of said purchase money is paid by 
the assumption by the parties of the second part 
of two certain mortgages executed by the said 
parties of the first part to the San Francisco 
Savings Union amounting together to the sum 
of Thirty five thousand Dollars which mortgages 
are of record in the records of Los Angeles 
County and against which mortgages this inden- 
ture contains no warranty. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said 
parties of the first part have hereunto set their 
hands and seals the day and year first above 


written. 

Signed, Sealed and de- ) 

livered in the presence of _) : 

The words written over ) T. A. SANCHEZ 
the second red line on ) 

this page and being lines _—+) vee) 

18 to 26 inclusive were ) 

written before signing, ) MARIA S 
said red line having ) " 
been inadvertently made ) de SANCHEZ 
and is in error. ) (Seal) 


J.J. WARNER, ) 
Notary Public ) 


11] 
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State of California 


and County of Los Angeles 


On this Fourth day of March, A. D., 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy five 
before me, J. J. Warner, a Notary Public in and 
for the said County of Los Angeles, personally 
appeared Tomas A. Sanchez and Maria S. de 
Sanchez, his wife, whose names are subscribed 
to the annexed instrument, known to me to be 
the same persons described in and who executed 
the said instrument who each of them acknowl- 
edged to me that they respectively executed the 
same. And the said Maria S. de Sanchez des- 
cribed as a married woman and the wife of 
the said Tomas A. Sanchez upon examination 
without the hearing of her husband I made her 
acquainted with the contents of said instrument 
and thereupon she acknowledged to me that she 
executed the same and that she does not: wish 
to retract such execution. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here- 
unto set my hand and affixed 
by Official Seal at my office 

(Seal) in the said County of Los 
Angeles the day and year 
in this Certificate first above 


written. 


J. J. WARNER, Notary Public 


A full true and correct copy of the original 
Recorded March 4th, 1875 at 59 min. past 11 
A.M. by request of F. P. F. Temple. 


J. W. GILLETTE, County Recorder 


Note: This instrument is recorded in Book 36, Page 
161 of DEEDS in the office of the County Recorder 
of Los Angeles. 


Record of transfer of Title of Rancho La Ciénegal nd the re 
o Paso de la Tijera to E. J. (Lucky) Baldwin 7 


temainder 


This Indenture, made the second day = 
of December in the year of our Lord one thou- | he sald pi 
sand eight hundred and seventy five between 4 into the . 
F. P. F. TEMPLE and H. S. LEDYARD of the Ms heirs | 
City and County of Los Angeles, State of Calj-_ 
fornia, party of the first part and ELIAS J 
BALDWIN of the City and County of San Fran. ~ 


cisco, State aforesaid, party of the second part. . ands an 


WITNESSETH that the said parties 
of the first part, for and in consideration of the 
sum of thirty five thousand dollars gold coin of “he 
the United States of America to them in hand © 
paid by the said party of the second part the © : 
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged have © 
granted, bargained, sold and conveyed and by — 
these presents do grant bargain sell and convey 
unto the said party of the second part and to — 
his heirs and assigns forever. 


garties of 


An undivided one half of all that certain 
Rancho, situated in the County of Los Angeles, 
State aforesaid, which Rancho is known as the 
“La Ciénega o Paso de la Tijera” and being the 
same premises heretofore conveyed to the parties 
of the first part and D. FREEMAN and ARTHUR 
J. HUTCHINSON by THOMAS A. SANCHEZ © 
and MARIA SEPULVEDA de SANCHEZ by — 
deed dated March 3, 1875, acknowledged and 
recorded on the 4th day of March A. D. 1875 
in Book 36 of Deeds, page 161 in the County 
Recorder’s office of the County of Los Angeles 
aforesaid subject to the payment of two mor 
gages mentioned in said deeds made by sal 


SANCHEZ and wife. 


Together with all and singular 
tenements, hereditaments and appurtenan 
thereunto belonging or in anywise appertal 


RIB TAI Ar obaahinnarea esac mae ER Ra Eo Md col URE att 


ad the reversion and reversions remainder and 
‘y) Baldwin smainders, rents issues and profits thereof. 


10 La Ciénegg 


e second day To Have and To Hold all and singular 
ord one tho me said premises together with the appurtenances 
five betweempto the said party of the second part and to 
YARD of theis heirs and assigns forever. 

state of Calin 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the said 


ties of the first part have hereunto set their 
second part, ds and seals the day and year first above 


ned, Sealed and Delivered in ) 
gold coin of te presence of R.W. LLOYD _) 
em in hand 


nd part thei: P- F. TEMPLE 


W. S. LEDYARD 


edged haves (SEAL) (SEAL) 
yed and by. 
s * *K * 
and convey | 
part and to Wte of California ) 


unty of Los Angeles ) 


that certain © 

os Angeles, 3 

a On this Fourth day of December, A. D. 

. thousand eight hundred and seventy five 
e me, Lem G. Cabanis, a Notary Public 

ind for the said County of Los Angeles per- 


own as the 7 
1 being the © 


the parties 
ARTHUR 
SANCHEZ 
ICHEZ by 


2dged and 


sonally appeared F. P. F. Temple and H. S. 
Ledyard known to me to be the same person 
whose names are subscribed to the annexed instru- 
ment and each respectively acknowledged to me 
that they executed the same. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed 
my official seal at my office in the 
City and County of Los Angeles, 
the day and year in this certificate 
first above written. 


LEM G. CABANIS 
Notary Public. 


* OK x 


A full true and correct copy of the original 
Recorded at the request of R. H. LLOYD Decem- 
ber 6th, 1875 at 17 min. past 9 A.M. 


J. W. GILLETTE, 
County Recorder 


by C. C. LAMB, Deputy 


Note: This instrument is recorded in Book 40, Page 
232 of DEEDS in the office of the County Recorder 
of Los Angeles. 


113 


EATER Se cgeiyer Relsnar ese TNE opal eat 


eA SaS Hesvibabvis Sell tina tape manana ake Plt pee mete 


eae Src RECA au ant lati renal tenet te 


Bg NEALOGY 


JOSE TADEO SANCHEZ | MARRIED | MARTA PETRA MONTIEL 


son of José Sanchez daughter of 


and Josefa Miranda : Los Alamos, Sonora Juan Andres Hilario Montiel 
Leather Jacket Soldier 1780 | and Maria Rosa Rodriguez 


CHILDREN 


MARIA ANTONIA Born 1782 at San Antonio de Padua, California 
Married 8-5-1798 at Santa Barbara. Presidio Church to 
Vicente Ortega, son of Francisco Ortega. Widow. 
Married 9-20-1811 at same church to Juan Botellen 
Buried Santa Barbara Mission 1-8-1812. 


VICENTE ANASTACIO Born 1-23-1785 at Los Angeles—Leather Jacket Soldier 
Married 1-22-1805 at Mission San Fernando Rey de Espafia 
to Maria Victoria Higuera 


SEE SEPARATE LIST. 


AL, () 4 | JUANA MARIA Born 1787. Buried Santa Barbara Mission 4-15-1822. 115 
. MARIA PETRA LEONA Born 1789. 
JUAN MARIA Born ? Married 10-21-1811 at Santa Barbara Presidio Church 


to Maria Inez Guevara 


SEE SEPARATE LIST. 


JOSEF ANTONIO ~ Born 1794—Leather Jacket Soldier 


Married Marra Guadalupe Higuera—Victoria’s sister 


SEE SEPARATE LIST. 


MARIA MONICA JOSEFA Baptized 5-4-1797—Santa Barbara Presidio Church 
Married 8-29-1811 to José Regino Arellanes 


SEE SEPARATE LIST. 
JUANA JULIANA 292? 


ESTEBAN Born ? ? —Leather Jacket Soldier 
Married Marfa Ramona Lopez 


SEE SEPARATE LIST. 
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JUAN MARIA SANCHEZ 


son of José Tadeo Sanchez 
and Maria Petra Montiel 


MARIA BUENAVENTURA 


ANITA 


ENCARNACION 


FRANCESCA 


TADEO 


Grandson — SANTIAGO 


GENEALOG YENEAL 


MARRIED MARIA INEZ GUEVARA 
10-21-1811 


at Santa Barbara 


Presidio Church 


CHILDREN 


Buried 7-26-1824 at Santa Barbara Mission 


July, 1851—Married Juan Bautista Moreno of Sonora, Mexico at 
Mission San Buenaventura—he was son of Luis Moreno 
and Gertrudis Serna 


4-22-1852 — Married Don Mal Antonio Rodrigues de Poli of 


Asturias, Spain at Mission San Buenaventura. 


18 years old when on 11-7-1856 she married Angel Gonzales Escadon, 
age 23, of Asturias, Spain at Mission San Buenaventura. 
Daughter Rosa Escadon, age 29 on 11-25-1887 at Mission San 
Buenaventura married Juan Bautista Sdnchez, age 30, 
son of Estevan Sanchez and Petronila Feliz of Los Angeles. 
Witnesses: Augustin Montano and Isabel Sanchez. 


At age 23 he married Anita Figueroa y Lopez, age 21 
at Mission San Buenaventura on 9-22-1859. 
Daughter Isabel Sanchez, age 25 
married Hugo Thompson, age 23, on 8-6-1891. 
Witnesses: Juan O. Sanchez and Isabel Constancion Olivas. 


A stock raiser—married to Acension Villa of Los Angeles. 
His son JOSEPH V.—born Ventura 11-8-54 became a barber. 
4-19-1880, age 24, he married Anna de Troy of St. Louis, Missouri. 
She was 17 years old—daughter of George Felipe de Troy. 
Joseph V. became a Christian Scientist in 1893. Had 8 children. 
He was leader of the Ventura Band for 30 years. 
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JOSEF ANTONIO SANCHEZ MARRIED MARIA GUADALUPE HIGUERA 


daughter of Joaquin Higuera 


son of José Tadeo Sanchez 
and Maria Petra Montiel 


FRANCISCO 
RAMON SANCHEZ 
JOSE CALISTRO 


MARTIN 


GUADALUPE PAULA 
JOSE GUADALUPE 
MARIA ANTONIA 
MARIA DOLORES 


and Teresa Cota 


Maria Guadalupe died 11-9-1832 


CHILDREN 


Baptized Los Angeles Plaza Church 10-4-1825 


Listed in 1844 census as a member of this family—age 18 
Child—died 3-15-1827 


Baptized 11-11-1829 Los Angeles Plaza Church 
Married Ambrosio Villa Nov. 6, 1866 by Miguel Duran, J. P. 


His children: 

4-11-1853 —Maria Guadalupe—natural son of Martin and Maria Varela 
2- 6-1865 —José Leonardo—natural son of Martin and Isobel Cota 
1-11-1867 —Isabel—natural daughter of Martin and Isobel Cota 
7-30-1867 —José Cristobal—legitimate son of Martin and Ambrosio Villa 
412-1868 —Eduardo—natural son of Martin and Isobel Cota 
9-11-1869 —Antonia—legitimate daughter of Martin and Ambrosio Villa 
1-20-1870 —Maria—natural daughter of Martin and Isobel Cota 
2-26-1871 —José Ignacio—legitimate son of Martin and Ambrosia Villa 
o-10-1871 —Alfredo L.—natural son of Martin and Isobel Cota 
2-10-1872 —- Francisco Ygnacio 

legitimate son of Martin and Ambrosia Villa 
0-19-1876 — Amanda Guadalupe 

natural daughter of Martin and Acension Valenzuela 


Lis 


Born 10-11-1831—Died 12-27-1831 
Baptized 1-9-1832 
1844 census shows her age as 2 years — Mother, Teodocia Saiz. 


1844 census shows her age as 4 months — Mother, Teodocia Saiz. 
Married José Antonio Altamirano 12-2-1858, Los Angeles Plaza Church. 
Had legitimate son, Dolores Lorenzano, on 8-11-1359. 
She married José Maria Verdugo 5-6-1871 at San Gabriel. 
Their children were: Maria Juana Ramona—born and baptized 
8-23-1878 at Los Angeles Plaza Church: José Maria Tusto—born 
8-9-1881 and baptized 9-11-1881 at Los Angeles Plaza Church. 


GENEALOGYPENEA 


; JOSE REGINO ARELLANES ||) Eg 
MARIA MONICA | ee 7 

JOSEFA SANCHEZ | Manuel Ramirez Arellano || J 

daughter of and Maria Agreda Lopez | 3 , 


José Tadeo Sanchez de Haro of Los Angeles. 
and Petra Montiel | He was baptized in 
She was baptized at 7 MARRIED San Gabriel Mission 
Santa Barbara, May 4, 1797 8-29-1811 9-9-1792 
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CHILDREN i Jos 
- i” 
Santa Barbara Padron (census) of 1834 shows the following: M 
FRA 
“RAFAELA Single — age 21 — Born Santa Barbara AN] 
JOSE ANTONIO Age 19 — Born Santa Barbara - 
al TERESA Age 18 — Born Santa Barbara 
VALENCIA Age 16 (Valentin—baptized at Santa Inez January, 1819) 


Born Santa Barbara 


JOSE DE LOS ANGELES Age 12 — Born Santa Barbara : 

FRANCISCO DE PAULA Age 9— (Baptized at La Purisima 4-2-1826) : 
Born Santa Barbara 

MARIA ANTONIA Age 6— Born Santa Barbara 

LUIS Age 5— Born Santa Barbara 

RAMONA Age 4— (Ramona Isabel baptized La Purisima 11-5-1830) 


Born Santa Barbara 


ANTONIO MARIA Age 2— Born Santa Barbara 


This information taken from Page 227 — “The Families of California” 
Historical Society of Southern California Quarterly, Volume #43. 
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ESTEBAN SANCHEZ 
son of 
José Tadeo Sanchez 
and Maria Montiel 


MARRIED | MARIA RAMONA LOPEZ 


JOSE ANTONIO FELIPE 


MARIA JOSEFA de 
los DOLORES 


FRANCISCO XAVIER 
ANDREZ 


ESTEVAN de> 
LOS ANGELES 


CHILDREN 


Born 10-18-1827—Baptized next day at Los Angeles Plaza Church 


Born 8-9-1829—Baptized next day at Los Angeles Plaza Church 
Baptized 1-29-1831 — Died 3-9-1835 
Listed in 1844 census as age 11 and part of this family 


Baptized 10-2-1836—7-9-1857 he married Maria Petronilla Feliz, 
daughter of Juan Feliz and Soledad Ortega of Los Angeles. 


Maria Petronilla died 4-29-1897 in Los Angeles from heart trouble. 1? 


Children of Estevan and Maria Petronilla: 


6-24 - 1858 — Juan Bautista 


He married Rosa Escadon on 11-25-1887, daughter of Francesca 
Sanchez and Angel G. Escadon at Mission San Buenaventura. 


5-21 - 1860 — José Antonio 

5-25 - 1862 — Maria Lorenza 

7-21 - 1864 — José Francisco 

6-6 - 1866 — Luis Estevan Alberto 
12-26-1870 — José Tomas Alfredo 
3-24 - 1873 — José Hipolito 

3-31 - 1876 — José David Sacorra 


10-25-1879 — Jovina 
Legitimate (?) daughter of Estevan 
and Humecida Rodrigues. 


3-10 - 1881 — José Vicente 


These are ail listings from records of Our Lady Queen 
of the Angeles Church—Los Angeles Plaza 
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VICENTE 
ANASTACIO SANCHEZ 


son of 
José Tadeo Sanchez 
and Maria Petra Montiel 


PEDRO ANTONIO JOSEF 


MARIA GUADALUPE 
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MARRIED 


1-22-1805 
at Mission de San Fernando 
Rey de Espana 


CHILDREN 


Baptized May 12, 1806 — Santa Barbara 


MARIA VICTORIA DE 


LOS ANGELES HIGUERA 
daughter of 
Joaquin Higuera 
and Beatriz Cota 


g 


Married June 24, 1825 to Maria Acension Avila 
at Los Angeles Plaza Church (Double Wedding ) 
Buried Feb. 12, 1837 at Los Angeles Plaza Church 


Born December 18, 1827 


Buried March 20, 1829 at Los Angeles Plaza Church 


1 


CORIA DE : PEDRO ANTONIO 
3 HIGUERA JOSEF SANCHEZ 
ar of son of 
liguera Vicente Sanchez 

+s (eke and Victoria Higuera 


| JOSE TOMAS TADEO 


MARIA JOSEFA 
CANDELARIA 


PABLO GUADALUPE 
JUANA NEPOMUCENA 


FELIPE MARIA 


© LUISA DE LA 
ACENSION 
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MARRIED MARIA ACENSION AVILA 


daughter of 
Antonio Ygnacio Abila 
6-24-1825 and Rosa Ruiz de Abila 
Los Angeles Plaza Church Acension died 3-17-1847 


CHILDREN 


Born 4-15-1826 — Los Angeles 

Baptized 4-17-1826 at Los Angeles Plaza Church 

Married Maria Septilveda 2-5-1867 at Los Angeles Plaza Church 
Died 1-23-1882 at age 56 


Born 1-28-1828 — Los Angeles 

Baptized 2-2-1828 at Los Angeles Plaza Church 

11-23-1851 had son Francisco Cecelia — father unknown 

11-13-1855 married José Perez of Los Angeles by P. A. Sastrade, J. P. 


Baptized 1-25-1830 — Los Angeles Plaza Church 


Baptized 5-17-1831 — Los Angeles Plaza Church 
Married Manuel Enriquez of Peru on 11-3-1853 at 
Los Angeles Plaza Church 
Children: Dolores on 12-5-1858 

Vicente F.. Buenaventura on 10-17-1869 


Born 5-24-1833 — Los Angeles 
Baptized 5-26-1833 — Los Angeles Plaza Church 


Baptized 8-22-1835 at Los Angeles Plaza Church 
Married 8-30-1854 to Pedro Romo of Guadalajara — Died ? 
Married 9-25-1871 to Juan Treller, age 33 of Guaymas, Sonora. Widower 
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GENEALOGYIGENE. 


vA vf 7 4 7 (Cc 
JOSE TOMAS SANCHEZ MARRIED MARIA SEPULVEDA 

Born 4-11-1830. Died 1-17-1912 
son of daughter of Fernando Septilveda 

Pedro Antonio Josef Sanchez and Maria Josefa Dominguez 
and Maria Acension Avila 2-5-1867 (daughter of Mariano Dominguez | | 
Born 4-15-1826 at | and Benancia Sotello). Born 1816 | 4 
Died 1-23-1882 Los Angeles Plaza Church Stepmother — Rafaela Verdugo | 


WE 


CHILDREN 


FELIPE Baptized at age 1 month and 20 days on 9-14-1855 — natural son t 
Los Angeles Plaza Church records a 


VICENTE Born 8-25-1857 — baptized 9-19-1857 — natural son 
Los Angeles Plaza Church records 
He married Delfina R. Moreno. Their children: a 
Tomasita Maria Micaela — born 9-20-1880 — baptized 5-25-1883 a 
Micaela Maria Ubaldima — born 5-28-1883 — baptized 6-7-1884 a 
José Patrocinio.— born 5-16-1886 — natural son of 


122 Vicente and Eulalia Rodriguez. 4 TO 
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PEDRO Born 1858 — baptized 10-29-1865 at age 7 years — natural son 
Los Angeles Plaza Church records 


ALONSO Born 1860 — baptized 10-29-1865 at age 5 years — natural son 
Los Angeles Plaza Church records 
He married Maria Mason. Their children: 
Francisco Alonzo George — born 5-19-1885 — became attorney 
Los Angeles Plaza Church records 
Leo Ernest — lived in San Francisco 
Viola (Mrs. Harry Anderson), now deceased. 
Husband was diamond merchant with Donovan & Seamans. 
Belle Taylor Ostroph of Santa Monica. Son Leland Taylor — deceased 


UZBALDO Baptized 2-26-1864 — natural son — died 1916 — buried Calvary Cemetery a 
Married Eloisa Requella. He ran delivery wagon for City of L. A. a FR 
Daughter Martha Dunivan passed away in 1947. a 
Her son killed in boat accident 1969. 
Daughter Claudia also deceased. 
Daughter Mrs. Irene Putnam — living in Escondido in 1969. 
Daughter Mrs. Rose Davidge — living in Eagle Rock in 1969. 
Son Pedro “Pete” Sénchez — married Agnes Parker. He worked 
for Shell Oil Co. After retiring he worked for Chamber of Commerce. 
(Continued on next page) Killed in automobile accident near San Clemente in 1961. 
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(Continued ) 


WENCESLAO 
(nicknamed CHINO) 


MARIA ACENSION ISOBEL 
MARIA ROSIA 


TOMAS 


IGNACIO F. 
(nicknamed NASH) 


FRED 


FELIPE 


TADEO FRANCISCO 


Born 2-11-1865 — natural son — Baptized 5-28-1865 
Los Angeles Plaza Church records 

Son — George — lived in Culver City — Mother’s name unknown 

Son — Arturo — different mother — married Maria Louisa Vizcarra 

Their children: 

Armando — lives in San Gabriel — had 4 sons, 3 daughters. 
Mary S. Crawford — lives in San Clemente — had 2 sons: 
Donald and Allan Crawford. 

Arturo — lives in Los Angeles — had 1 son, 1 daughter. 
Arturo had his name changed to Sherman because 

950 years ago he was unable to obtain a job with 
responsibility or position with a Spanish surname. 

Robert — lives in Huntington Beach — had 4 sons. 


Born 2-2-1869 — baptized 6-27-1869 — legitimate daughter 
Los Angeles Plaza Church records 


Born 5-13-1870 — baptized 7-13-1870 — legitimate daughter 
Died at age 23. Los Angeles Plaza Church records 


Born 3-25-1872 — baptized 4-14-1872 — legitimate son 123 
Los Angeles Plaza Church records 
Married Josefa (family name unknown). 
He was many years supervisor of Los Angeles water works. 


Born 8-17-1873 — legitimate son — died 10-9-1944 
Los Angeles Plaza Church records 
Buried Calvary Cemetery. 
Married Mamie Vance — Mormon from Salt Lake City. 
She died when daughter Lorraine was 4 months old. 
Lorraine Sanchez Wilson now lives in San Diego. 
Her children: 
Mrs. Joan Lopshire, Arthur, Richard, Ronald and Albert Wilson. 


Ignacio later married Ella (family name unknown). 


Date of birth ?? — Married Anita Winn of Palmolive Soap family. 
He was a barber. Was killed in automobile accident before 1942. 
Had no children. 


Born 6-6-1874 per Los Angeles County Recorder’s 
office register of births. 


Born 10-3-1880 — baptized 8-29-1881 — legitimate son 
Los Angeles Plaza Church records 
He was a tailor — had no family. 
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HIGUERA 
JOAQUIN HIGUERA 


| MARIA VICTORIA HIGUERA 


SALVADOR HIGUERA 


MARIA de 
LOS SANTOS HIGUERA 


JOAQUIN HIGUERA 


MARIA 

| GUADALUPE HIGUERA 

i SOLEDAD HIGUERA 

124 JUAN JOSE HIGUERA 
ABILA 


ANTONIO YGNACIO ABILA 


MARIA ACENSION AVILA 


DIONISIO DEL PILAR AVILA 


MARTA AVILA 


YGENIO AVILA 
JOSE AVILA 
PEDRO ANTONIO AVILA 


PEDRO AVILA 


Another PEDRO AVILA 


~ 


GENEALOGY | 


RELATED FAMILIES 


Leather Jack Soldier with San Diego Company. 
Married Maria del Rosario Beatriz Cota. 


(Sometimes known as Victoria de Los Angeles Higuera). 
Married Vicente Sanchez. | 


Married Maria Juliana Soto. Died 4-28-1845 in Los Angeles. 


Baptized Los Angeles Plaza Church 11-2-1827. Married Diego Quintana. 
Had son Francisco Javier who died 2-10-1850 at 3 days old. 


Dipto at Los Angeles. Married Teresa Cota. 


Married José Antonio Sanchez. Died 11-9-1832 in Los Angeles. 


Died 5-17-1861 per records at Los Angeles Plaza Church. 


Died 9-11-1849 per records at Los Angeles Plaza Church. 


Born 1776. Married Rosa Maria Ruiz born 1794. 
He died 9-25-1858. 


Born 1808. Married Pedro Sanchez. Died 3-17-1847. 
Baptized 10-12-1829 at Los Angeles Plaza Church. 
1844 census shows her with the family — age 16 
- Baptized 11-5-1838 at Los Angeles Plaza Church 
Born 1814. Died at age 36, 4-20-1850 — per Plaza Church records. 


Born 1814. Married Nepumucena Altamirano born 1828. 
She died 4-11-1847. 
Had a child Maria Susana who in 1844 was 1 year old. 


Married to a Concepcion. They had a son José Bernardo 
who died 12-1-1851 at age 7 months. 


Married to Maria Ballesteros. They had “legitimate son.” 
Alvina Francisco on 2-28-1851. 
They had a “natural son” Antonio Onofre on 6-14-1853. 
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A 


Abbott, Wm. - 49 

(Merced Theater owner ) 
Abila, Bruno - 27 , 

(also spelled Avila) 
Acric, John - 107, 110 
Aetna Construction Co. - 83 


AGUILAR, CASILDO 
(Husband of Victoria Higuera) 
30, 33, 35, 41, 42, 45. 51, 
100, 101, 103, 104, 106 
__ Cristobal - 19, 46, 47 
(County Supervisor ) 
— José - 12 
_— José Maria - 33 
— Macedonio - 46, 62 
— Ramon - 25 
Alanis, Maximo - 12 
__ Raimundo - 59 
Alexander, D. W. (Sheriff) - 44 
F. H. - 46 


— 


Allen, Gabriel - 46 
Almazan, Fermin - 14, 


Alvarado, F. J. - 17 
—F.M.- 16 
_— Juan Bautista 
(Regidor and Governor ) 
10, 12, 15, 18, 19 
_— Ygnacio Maria 
(Justice of the Peace) 
57, 59, 60 

Ames, Francisco - 56 

Angeles Mesa Land Co. - 71 

Apablasa, Juan - 27 

Arce, Francisco - 98 
(Sec’y Into.) 

Arguello, J osé R. (Sec’y) - 96 
__ LS. S. - 95, 96 
(Prefect 2nd District) 
— Capt. Luis Antonio 

; 12, 96, 97, 100 

AVILA, ACENSION (de Sanchez) 

(also spelled Abila) 
6, 7, 8, 14, 15, 18, 19, 
94, 29, 31, 39, 36, 53 
__ Anastacio - 9, 10 
__ Antonio Ygnacio 
7, 8, 17, 36, 49, 52, 99 
_— Enrique - 62 

__ Francesca (de Septlveda) 
6, 7, 46 

__ Francisco - 22 

_— Januario - 16, 99 


A (Continued) B ( Contir 


_— José Maria - 7, 1 4 urnel, Des 
Juan (El Rico) - 18, 19, 35, 52, 53 Burnett, Re 
— Maria - 49 “Burns, Frit 
— Marta - 46 — —dJar 
__ Pedro Antonio - 42, 43, 45, 52 
“Cabanis, L 
Bachelot, Fr. Alejo - 15 “California 
Baldwin, Anita M. “California 
69, 72, 76, 81, 83 Fcarlisle, 


__ Baldwin M. - 84 

__ Charles and wife Julia - 68 

— Ed - 68 

__ Flias J. “Lucky” 

21, 38, 39, 63, 68, 69, 84, 112 
Bancroft, Hubert Howe - 12, 19 
Bandini, Juan - 12, 13, 25, 40 
Banning, Phineas - 65 
Baric, Carlos - 57, 59, 60 
Barker, Mrs. J. M. - 37 
Baro, Juan Nepomuceno 

29, 30, 34, 41 
Barton, James A. (Sheriff) - 43, 44, 
Bautista, Juan (Capt) - 28 
Beaudry, Prudent - 47 
Becker, Robt. H. - 21 
Behrendt, Herman - 19 
Bejar, Pablo - 23 

(also spelled Ve} ar) 
Bell, Alexander - 39, 43 

__ Horace - 36, 37, 39, 41 

__ Wm. T. “Billy” - 76, 79 
Bernard, Mrs. Grace - 81 
Berry, Mrs. Geo. F. (Hattie) - 71 

Biller, Bill - 80 
Biscailuz, Eugene (Sheriff) - 47 
Bojorquiz, Gertrudis (de Sinoba) - 4, 
Boscana, Fr. Geronimo - 8, 52 
Botellen, Juan - 3 
Botello, Narcisco - 16, 98 
Botiller, Rita (de Aguilar) 

62, 107, 109, 110 
Boulus, Holly - 75 


Boynton, C. B. - 106 
(Recorder, Gen’l Land Office) 


Brady, Jos. D. - 49 
Brent, J. Lancaster (Attorney) . 40, 48 
Broadway Dept. Store - 85 


“Carrillo, ( 


i 3 (Continued ) 


Burnel, Desiderio - 52 

‘Burnett, Robt. H. - 65 

Burns, Fritz B. - 83 

: — James F. (Sheriff) - 45, 60 


4 Eabanis, Lem G. (Notary Public) - 113 

4 California Medicinal Wine Co. - 65 
‘California Water Co. - 86 

; Carlisle, R. S. Esq. - 50 

: Carrillo, Carlos A. (Governor) - 9, 10, 15 
©  —José Antonio - 9, 11, 12, 39 

— Leo - 10,17 

— Maria Ienacia (de Verdugo) - 3 
_. Pedro C,« 60 

— Ramon - 50 


« astro, José Tiburcio - 10 

c serradel, Manuel - 50 

Chambers, Russ - 16, 71 

a chandler, Harry - 83 

>» -—Norman - 83 

Chapman, Joseph - 13 

ot avez, Julian - 41 

Thavira, Augustine - 20 

‘Chico (Governor) - 14 

‘Clawson, Marvin (Golf Pro) - 78 
‘Cleland, R. G. - 44, 63 
‘Clemente, Manuel - 43 

j Coleman, Fay (Golf Pro) - 79 

> —Georgia-3l 

‘Xolima, Tomas Sanchez - 17 

1 Conner, E. Palmer - 69 

Xoronel, Antonio Franco 

: 19, 24, 28, 36, 38, 42, 

43, 46, 49, 98, 99, 100 
—Ieg nacio - 8, 16, 25, 27, 28, 29, 
30, 33, 35, 43, 59, 60, 64, 97 
7Xorrigan, Douglas “Wrong Way” - 73 
‘orsen, Charles - 107, 110 

, Beatriz (de Higuera) - 3, 4, 5, 14 
— Guillermo - 4, 5 

— Leonardo - 19, 30 

— Teresa (de Higuera) - 5 
Ptabbe, Buster - 81 

wford, Robt. A. - 66 
(Husband of a Sanchez ) 
ss, Chas. W. - 

z, José his de la - 35 


C (Continued) 
Cruzado, Fr. Antonio - 3 
D 


Daimwood, Boston - 49 
Dana, Richard Henry, Jr. - 6 
Daniel, Pancho - 44, 45 
Darsie, Darsie L. - 76 
Daugherty, Jim - 76, 79 
Davidge, Mrs. Rose Sanchez - 61, 66 
Davis, H. O. - 79 

— James E. - 81 

(Police Chief) 
Day, Sherman - 106 

(U. S. Surveyor Gen’) 
Dedrickson, “Babe” - 80 
Del Valle, Yno - 48 
Den, Dr. Ricardo - 40 
Denson, S. C. (District Judge) - 64 
Dietz, Lawrence - 35 
Dinius, George - 66 
Domingo, Juan - 24, 40, 43 
Dominguez, Christina - 56 

— Demisio - 12 

— José Aguilar - 12 

— Josefa - 14, 52, 53 

— Manuel - 16, 97 

— Maria Damaso - 52 

— Mariano - 14, 52 

— Roberto - 14 

— Rosario - 50 
Doporto, José Maria - 35 
Downey, Dona Girado de - 53 

— John J. - 53 

(District Judge) 
Dryden, W. G. (Judge) - 48 
Dunton, Dr. W. A. - 66 
Dupuytren, Dr. Pigne - 65 
Dutra, Olin (Golf Pro) - 78 


E 


Ebright, Col. Albert - 90 

Echeandia, José Maria (Governor) 
10, 11, 12, 13 

Elder, Ruth - 74 

Enriques, Manuel - 42, 43 
aia of Juana Sanchez ) 
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E (Continued) 


Escadon, Angel Gonzalez ( Senator) - 37 
— Rosa - 37 


Estanislao - 20 
(Justice of Peace—Los Angeles ) 


Estrada, Guadalupe - 20 


F 


Farwell, L. B. - 101 
(U.S. Board of Land Commissioners ) 
Feliz, Antonio - 37, 38, 39 
— Francisco - 7 
— Juan - 37 
__ Maria Petronila (de Sanchez) 
37, 38, 39 
Ferrer, Manuel Antonio - 50 
Figueroa, Governor José - 13 
Fisher, Geo - 101 (Sec’y U.S. 
Board of Land Commissioners) 
Flores, Juan - 44, 45, 46 
— Teodosio - ll 
Foster, Dr. P. A. - 71 
— Stephen - 7 
Freeman, D. - 62, 110, 112 
(Executor for C. G. H. Freeman, deceased ) 
French, Adrian - 78 
Fremont, Major John C. - 30 


G 


Gabriel, O. Nicholas - 83 
Gallardo, Juan - 18, 25 
Garcia, Ygnacio - 64 
Garnier, Phillip - 60, 64 
Geiger, Fr. Maynard - 3 
Gentry, Dr. - 45 
Gibbs, Geo., Esq. - 107, 110 
Gillette, J. W. - 112, 113 

(L. A. County Recorder ) 
Girado, Rafael - 27, 28 
Glasscock, C. B. - 63, 68 
Glassell, Andrew - 65, 68 
Gonzalez, Gertrudis Segunda - 2 
Goodon, Roger - 83 


Gould, C. W. - 106 
(Deputy Recorder ) 


Graebe, Guillelmo - 37 
Grant, Ulysses S. - 61, 106 
(President of United States ) 


G (Continued ) 


Green, Jack Wm. and wife Virginia - 88 
Griffith, Griffith J. “Baron” - 38, 39 
Guerra, Capt. José Antonio de la 
y Noriega (Comandante) - 6, 9, 28 
— Pablo de la - 53 
— Josefa de la - 53 
Guerrero, José Vicente - 30, 33, 30 
Guest, Chas. (Golf Pro) - 73, 79 
Guevara, Inez (de Sanchez) - 16 
Guiol, F. - 63, 64 
Guirado, Jesus - 33 


Gutierrez, Manuel - 97 
— Nicholas - 14, 35 


H 


Hagen, Walter (Golf Pro) - 79 
Hale, Chas. B. Esq. - 48 
Hampson, Thos. - 80 
Hannan, Carl - 79 
Hansen, George - 54, 61, 107, 108, 110 
Hardenbergh, J. R. - 105, 106 
(U.S. Surveyor Gen’l for Calif. ) 
Haro, Francisco de - 9 
Hayes, Benj. (District J udge) - 43 
Heath, R. E. - 76 
Hellman, Haas & Co. - 64 
— I.W. - 64 
Hester, R. A. - 49 
Hickey, W. B. - 62 
Higuera, Francisco - 24 
— Joaquin - 3, 4,5 
(Husband of Beatriz Cota) 
— Joaquin -5 
(Husband of Teresa Cota) 
— Juan José - 4 


HIGUERA, VICTORIA (de Sanchez) 


(de Aguilar) - 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 


14, 15, 17, 24, 29, 33, 34, 36, 
41, 42, 45, 51, 101, 103, 106 
Holm, Eleanor - 81 
Hughes, Howard - 75 
Hutchinson, Arthur J. - 62, 110, 112 


I 


Ibarra, Gil - 10 


~ Johnson, 
_ Jones, Cc 


_Jordaz, F 


"Kaplan, | 
« Kearney. 
Knisley, 


a 
i aJotte, 


3 amb, C 


“Limon, ] 


~ Lindber; 


“Lloyd, F 
[ova 


dpez, F 


hnson, Wm. - 107, 110 
nes, Commodore Thomas Ap Catesby - 20, 21 
rdaz, Fr. Pablo J. Ma - 37 


aplan, Norman - 90 
earney, Stephen W. (General) - 28, 41 
nisley, Ray - 65, 68, 76, 78, 79 


aJotte, Chas. - 75 


amb, C. C. - 113 
(Deputy County Recorder) 


amiore, Luis - 27 
arcade, Prosper - 40, 01 

(also spelled Sarcade) 
edyard, H. S. - 62, 63, 110, 112, 113 
eimert, Walter Co. - 76 
imon, Francisco - 24 
indbergh, Chas. and Anne - 75 
loyd, R. W. - 113 
loyd- Butler, John - 15 
pez, Franca - 24 
~~ —. José de - 17, 24, 33 

— Ignacio - 47 

— Juanita - 47 

—L.- 48 

— Manuel - 29, 30, 41 

— Maria Encarnacion - 4 

— Ma. Ylario - 24 
_  — Pedro Domingo - 24. 
— Ramona (de Sanchez) - 24 
Los Angeles Dept. of Water and Power - 86 
Los Angeles Investment Co. - 71, 86 
Lugo, Antonio Maria - 9, 10, 17, 28, 40 
) —Felipe - 13, 24 
— José ‘del C - 16, 33 


i pecey, Oscar - 64 
—_ Sicastins 16, 99 
— Candelaria - 33 

— Ignacio (Ygnacio) 
27, 96,.97, 102, 103 


M (Continued) 


Madison, Helene - 80 


Mangrum, Lloyd (Golf Pro) - 79 
— Ray (Golf Pro) - 78 


Manuelito - 45 
(Indian Capt. of the Potrero) 
Marchessault, D. - 47, 49 
Marlow, Fred W. - 83 
Marsh, Walter - 79 
Martinez, Mariano - 25, 26 
Mason, Wm. M. - 6, 30 
Masters, Charles - 89 
May Co. - 85 
May, Wilbur - 75 
McCarty, Walter G. - 69, 83 
McKee, Wm. - 63, 64 
McNaughton, Duncan - 80 
Menchican, Francisco - 37 
Meyerstein, H. - 64 
Micheltorena, Manuel 
(General and Governor) 
16, 20, 21, 28, 41, 95 
96, 97, 98, 100, 102 129 
Miles, Charles E. - 60 
(Recorder ) 
Miranda, Maria Josefa (de Sanchez) - 2 
Money, Dr. Wm. - 8 
Monroe, Mrs. Isabel Dexter - 23, 30, 36 
MONTIEL, MARIA PETRA (de Sanchez 
2, 3, 4, 15, 29 
— Thadeo - 2 
Moore, Capt. Ben - 28 
—R.B. - 46 
(County Supervisor) 
Mora, Fr. Francisco - 53 


Morales, Francisco - 97 
(Sec’y to Ayuntamiento ) 
Morega, Romulo - 56 
Moreno, Juan - 24, 28 
— Matias - 25 
Munoz, Capt. Juan A. - 14 
Munras, Estevan - 9 
Murray, Ken - 78 
Mutriel, Bautista - 25 


N 


Neve, Gov. Felipe de - 1, 2 
Newmark, Harris - 42 
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N (Continued ) 


Nieto, Antonio Maria - 6 
—].].-48 


Nixon, Mrs. Richard M. - 90 
O 


Obiols, Ysidro - 37 
O’Campo, Dofia Francesca Uribe de 
8, 43, 44 
— Francisco - 33, 48 
O’Donoju, José Simon - 98, 99 
Olivera, Leonardo Cota - 19 
Olvera, Augustin (Alcalde) - 18, 41, 43 


Ord, Publicus - 41 
(Attorney for USA) 


Ortega, Francisco - 3 
— Capt. José F. - 2 
— Soledad (de Feliz) - 37, 38 


— Vicente - 3 


Osena, Gaspar - 107, 109 
Ostroph, Mrs. Belle Sanchez - 66 
Otis, Gen’] Harrison Gray - 68 


P 


Pacheco, Romualdo - 12 
Padilla, Juan N. - 44, 49 
Palomares, Francisco - 60 
— José - 11,18 
Parda, Roberto - 59 
Parker, Floyd - 57 
Parks, Marion - 22, 46 
Perez (Regidor) - 12 
— José - 46, 61 
(Josefa Sanchez’ husband ) 
Perry, Wm. H. - 49 
Pesqueira, Governor (Mexico) - 48 
Petty, Emery - 91 
Pico, Andres - 12, 28, 41, 44, 45, 46 
— Pio - 10, 12, 13, 41, 44, 49, 53, 63 
Pieras, Fr. Miguel - 2 
Pohl, Nellie M. - 81, 83 
— Mrs. Wm. E. (Frances) - 31 
Poli, Mal Antonio Rodriguez de (Dr.) - 37 


(Husband of Encarnacion Sanchez) 
Pomfel, Fr. Pedro Maria - 4 
Portilla, Capt. de la - 12, 13 
Portola, Gaspar de - 47 


P (Continued ) 


Potts, A. W. - 106 
(Recorder ) 


Pratt, L. A. and wife Thora - 73, 75 
Preis, Ellen - 80 
Prudential Ins. Co. - 83 


R 


Rains, John, Esq. - 49, 50 
Requella, Eloise (de Sanchez) - 61 
Requena, Manuel - 14, 15, 24, 43, 53 
Reyes, Antonio - 6 
— Jacinto - 6 
Ridley, Alonza (Undersheriff) - 46 
Rivera, Capt. Fernando Javier - 1, 2 
Riviere, Bertrand 
61, 62, 107, 108, 109, 111 
Robinson, W. W. - 11, 31, 56 
Roche, John D. Sr. - 73 
Rogers, Emery - 74 
Roldan, Mareno R. - 100 
Romero, Domingo - 11 
— Pia (de Aguilar) - 33 
Romo, Pedro - 36, 43, 44, 48 
(Husband of Luisa Sanchez ) 
Rosales, Francisco - 7 
Roulet, Henry de Co. - 83 
Rountree, A. L. - 46 
(Deputy Sheriff) 
Rubio, José - 44, 48 
Ruis, Francisco - 33 
Ruiz, Comandante Francisco Ma. - 4 


— Maria Rosa (de Avila) - 7, 8, 52 


S 


Sains, Teodocia (de Lopez) - 24 
Saling, Geo. - 80 
SANCHEZ, ALONZO - 53, 66 
— Andres - 24 
— Arturo - 66 
— Encarnacion (de Poli) - 37 
— Esteban - 3, 4, 24, 48, 60, 66 
— Esteban de Los Angeles 
24, 37, 60, 66 
(Husband of Petronila Feliz ) 
— FELIPE Maria de Jesus 
14, 19, 24, 29, 34, 36, 42, 
43, 45, 46, 62, 101, 102 


Be 


(Continued ) 
ANCHEZ (Continued) 


__ Francesca (de Escadon) - 37 
__ Francisco Alonzo George - 66 
— Francisco - 24 
— Fred - 64, 66 
— Ignacio Fernando - 55, 64, 66 
— Fr. José - 7 
— José - 2 
— José Antonio - 24, 48 
—— José (or Josef) Antonio - 3, 4, 24, 66 
__ JOSE TADEO - 2, 3, 4, 29, 66 
(Husband of Petra Montiel ) 
— Juan Bautista - 37 
(Husband of Rosa Escadon ) 
— Juan Maria - 3, 15, 16, 19, 35, 37, A5 
_— Juan Matias (different family) - 63 
— Juana Juliana - 3 
— Juana Maria - 3 
— JUANA Maria Nepomucena 
(also Juana A.) (de Enriques) - 14, 19 
24, 29, 36, 42, 45, 61, 63, 101, 102 
— Maria Antonia - 24, 47 
_— Maria Antonia (de Ortega) - 2, 3 
_— Marfa Antonia Guadalupe - 9, 15 
— Maria Dolores - 24 
— Maria Josefa - 24 
__ Maria JOSEFA Candelaria 
(de Perez) - 9, 14, 19, 24, 29, 36, 
42, 43, 46, 61, 63, 101, 102 
__ Maria LUISA de la Acension 
(de Romo) - 14, 19, 24, 29, 36 
42, 43, 44, 48, 101, 102 
—— Maria Monica Josefa (de Arellanes) - 3 
- __ Maria Pablo GUADALUPE - 
14, 19, 24, 29, 36, 37, 101 
—— Maria Petra Leona - 3 
-_-_ Martin - 24, 47, 48 
» —Fr. Miguel - 4 
/ —Pedro - 53 
_. PEDRO Antonio Josef 
(Husband of Acension Avila) 
4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 29, 53, 101 
— Peter - 47 
— Peter “Pete” - 51 
— Ramon - 24 | 
_ TOMAS A. (baptized José Tomas Tadeo) 
(Husband of Maria Septilveda) - &, 14, 19, 
20, 24, 28, 29; all of Chapter III; 69, 100, 
101, 102, 104, 106, 107, 109, 110, 111, 112 
— Uzbaldo - 55, 61 
— Vicente - 47, 55 
— VICENTE ANASTACIO 
(Husband of Victoria Higuera) 
1, 3, 4; all of Chapter Ii; 31, 33, 34, 35, 
36, 37, 40, 41, 43, 49, 48, 51, 60, 61, 66, 


S (Continued) 
SANCHEZ (Continued) 


69, 78, 91, 95, 96, 97, 98, 100, 101, 102, 103 
—— Wenceslao - 55 
— William - 66 
Santa Anita Growers - 51 
Schippapietra, Antonio - 16, 20 
-— Fredrico - 15 
Scott, J. P. - 41 
(Scott & Granger, attorneys) 
Seebold, L. - 61 
Seguro, José Maria - 24 
SEPULVEDA, Encarnacion - 25 
—fF,J.-1i 
— Fernando - 14, 52, 53 
— Francisco - 7, 12 
— José L. (Husband of Francesca Avila) 
6, 7, 9, 16, 20, 42, 43, 44, 46 
— Jose R. - 25 
ann Juati Maria - 23, 25, 26, 33, 41 
__ MARIA Casilda (de Sanchez) 
15, 47, 52, 53, 54, 56, 60, 61, 62, 63, 
64, 65, 66, 69, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112 
— Vicenta (de Yorba) - 26 13] 
Serra, Fr. Junipero - 2, 47 
Serradela, José Ignacio - 20 
Serrano, Ramona (de Septilveda) - 7, 8, A3 
Sexton, Lee - 80 
Shochat, George - 56 
Shore, John W. - 19, 43 
(Recorder ) 
Sievers, Chas. - 79 
Sinoba, Francisco - 4 
Sitjar, Fr. Buenaventura - 2 
Smith, Joseph H. - 46 
Sola, Pablo de - 9 
Solari, Augustin - 16 
Sordan, Louis - 28 
Sotelo, Marfa Genancia (de Dominguez) 
14, 34, 35, 45, 52, 56, 57, 60, 64 
Spence, R. E. - 76 
Sperl, Harry - 74 
Stanley, Capt. J. Q. A. - 40 
Stearn, Charles F. (Father of Alfred) - 42 
Stearns, Abel - 12, 21, 28, 41, 46 
Stephenson, Miss Fairfax ( Interpreter) - 27 
Stocker, Clara Baldwin - 21, 75, 75, 76 
Stockton, Commodore R. F. - 30 
Studler, F. - 107, 110 
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T 


Talamantes, Romas - 6, 9, 12 
Tapiz, Tiburcio - 16, 26 
Tate, John H. - 64 

Taylor, Leland - 66 


Temple, F. P. F. - 62, 63, 110, 112, 113 


— Juan - 17, 33, 50 
— Thomas W. II - 25 


Thompson, Geo. H. (Deputy Surveyor) - 101 


— R. Aug. - 104 


(U.S. Board of Land Commissioners) 


Tisdall, Robert - 80 

Tolan, Eddie - 80 

Trefftzs, Mrs. Kenneth (Ellen) - 84 
Trousdale, Paul - 83, 84 

Turechek, Mrs. Geo. F. (Julia) - 87 


Uria, Fr. Francisco Zavier - 4, 


Vv 


Valdez, Antonio M. - 24 
__ Basilio - 14, 18, 41, 59, 98, 99 
— Cresencio - 10 
— Jnocente - 28 
— Luciano - ll 
_— Maria Rita Antonio - 11! 
— Simplicio - 25 
Valenzuela, Felipe - 59 
— Gaspar - 24 
Vance, Mamie (de SAnchez) - 55 
Varelas, Antonio Ma. (Chino) - 45 


Vejar, Crisostomo - 16 
(also spelled Bejar ) 
— Francesco - 45 
— Juan - 45 
— Lazaro - 47 
— Manuel - 28 


Verdugo, Catalina - 53, 56 
— Diego - 3 
— Dora - 65 
— José Maria - 4, 11, 56 
— Julio - 11, 24, 52 
— Leonardo - 3 
_— Maria Antonio - 65 


__ Rafaela (de Sepulveda) - 52, 53, 54 


Victoria, Lt. Col. Manuel 
(Governor) - 11, 12, 13 
Vignes, Louis - 17, 43 
— M. - 63, 64 


V (Continued) 


Villa, Susanna Antonio 
(de Dominguez) - 52 


W 


Walsh, Stella - 80 
Warner, J. J. (Notary Public) 
93, 41,111, 112 
Warren, Patricia - 21 
— Wm. Cross - 47 
(Deputy Sheriff) 
Waters, James F. - 48 
Watson, Henry - 62 
Watters, Mack - 78,79 
Watterson, Alfred and wife 
Florence - 22 
Webster, J. B. - 74 
White, Senator Stephen - 68 
Widney, R. M. (Judge) - 110 
Williams, Isaac - 13 
Williamson, Frederick W. - 83 
— S.C. (Sec’y) - 106 
Wilson, Albert - 3, 28, 66 
— Arthur - 66 
— “Benito” - 32 
— John - 32 
— Lorraine Sanchez - 66 
Wolfskill, Wm. - 35, 43, 45 
Woodworth, Wallace - 49 
Woolworth, F. W. Co. - 85 


Workman, Thomas H. - 42 
— Wm. H. - 42, 63 
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Ybarra, Chase - 49 
Yorba, Bernardo - 25, 26, 58 
_ Leonore (de Rowland) - 56 
— Prudencio - 56 
— Ramundo - 25, 56 
— Teodocio - 25, 56 
— Tomas Antonio 
7, 8, 17, 25, 26, 27 
Young, Mrs. Forrest J. 
(Fredelle) - 71 
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Zabala, Juan Carlos - 80 
Zamorano, Augustin - 9 


